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4 That true Beleevers, how weake {0- 


ever in Faith, fhould notbe oppreft, or perplext 
4 sin hearts , By any thing whatever befalls thems; 
3 ae Either in Sinne, or -AffitiHions, 


Wee 


aq Together with divers other comfortable Obferva- $ 
as - vations ; Gathered out of that Counfell, given by 


- -Chrifto his Apoftles: And in them, to all Beleever®. 
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: By Jo Hac A R GH ER, Mafterof Art, fometime 
Preacher of All: hallowes Lumbard. -ftreet. London. 
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w TO THE READER. 


Courteous READER; 


Ese His Authour having fome yeares be- 
Estey) fore his death, writte , and given to 
Á fome of his friends, for their helpe, 
ea Bees) and comfort,fome MEDITATIONS 
SSS grounded upon Ioban 14. 1, 2, 3, 4 
Many defiring they were printed,conceiving them 
profitable for the Saints and people of God; there’ ` 
comming tohand one ofthe Copies , and that of 
{fome things more inlarged then the firft Copie was, 
(yet by the fame Authour to other friends) they are 
here prefented to publique view, for amore gene- 
rall good of the Saints and people of God. This 
Difcourfe is feafonable in this age , which is full of 
troubles, fomewhat pecially, (thoughalwayes ufe- 
full to Saints) the {cope and drift of ic being to fhew 
[ how that beleevers fhould not be oppreft, or per- 
plexed in heart,by any thing what ever befall chem, 
either in finne, or affli@ion ] which fubje@ is pro- 
; ~~ F firably 


To ve re - og N 


fitably and comfortably opened ; diredting to the 
ufe of Faith for ones advantage in thefe cafes gre 7 
ly ; and feyerall there pointed, fome opened’, fo 

but named, which are worthy thy Meditations : 
Doe the worke this right; as to. conceive, Had it 
been intended for the Preffe, it might have been 
much otherwayes writ, burit was onely for fpeci- 
all friends, and it is not purpofely altered; though. 
miftakes may be, and {ome are, whichrbe' pleated 
to mend (haply fome may hereafter. ) Adif facii 
Difcourfe fome thing at firlt view feeme firange fo 
thee, ( itbeing expreft perhaps in too plaine termes 
topafle with many,) yet neglect it not, nor judge 
rafhly, but ferioufly confider the truth, and take the’ 
diftinGions and-direGions given, ikat fò. thy faith” 
(in all points) may be directed), to fetch in, by ae’ 
ing of it,fuch comfort asis: intended tothe’ fure- 
ly forall chole who are beleevers; ¢ orfhalf Be by 
another Difcourfeofthis Authours upon To 06:35. 
helped and incouraged'ts  beleéve) itis ‘and will be 
(as their dutic, foy their wifdome to take in this” 
counfell given to them by Chrift; atid ‘herefweedly” 
explained to them , with defire' of which iza 
thee, andit, to a bler E God on 
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COMFORT 
FOR BELEEVERS 


ABOUT THEIR 


SINNE & TROUBLES. 


John. 14. 1, 2.3.4, 


1e Let not your heart be troubled: yee beleene in God , beleene alfo in me. 

2. In my Fathers boufe are many manfions ; If t Were not fo, I would have 
toldyou: J goe to prepare aplace for you. i 

3. ednd if Igoe & prepare aplace for yon, 1 will come againe, €S receive 70m 
unto my felfe , that where I am , there yee may be alfo. 

4» eand Whither Igoe, yee kno , andthe way yee know. 


Hes words-are part of our Saviourslaft words,& _ 
en farewell to his beleeving difciples ; (ashe acknow- fee, 
RO ae ledgeth, faying: Yee beleevein God ) even tothe ele- Chrifts lat 
ARa ven; for ludas, was fentaway by Chrift and hurried "°"™ 
fom away by Satan: Chapt: 13. 26,30. So that there 
y ste werc left onély the eleven; Now :to'them , Chrift 

peakes thefe. words : Chapt: 134.31€ Chaprs 143 €9 15, €9 16,asa 
word of exhortation , and then prayes Chapt:.17, and this pvas a very 
little while before his, paflion: as,appeares, by thats Chapt: 13. 33. 
Xeesalitele while and Lam with yous shat is, Lam,prefently,to be taken 
from you: So thatitseyident that chefe words are part of his laft & 
farewell wotds.to his beloved and.beleeving difciples, after that 
udas was cat of, and feperatedifrom, them: For opening whereof 
we will confider, 


wea 
LEX 


z, 
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Firft the occafion, or ground, and fo, the ‘coherence of thefe 
The crea. Words with the former; whichis this; Our Saviour had difcevered a 
lionor ~— clofe hyppocrite ; one, who eate bread with him, and was of his nea- 
ground reft (ociety ; not onely one ofhis followers, but one of the twelve, 
herence of whome he had called to be 4poffles: one who was ne ver before dif- 
the words: P s ‘ : aa 
z covered, orany hint by Chrif, given ofhim, to any of them; info 
much, that none of them {ulpected him; but rather, every one fufpect- 
ed himfelfe : (as-Luke, 22:22. 23+) John, 13, 27. to 31. Againe; our 
Saviour hadtold them that he was prefently to be takenfrom them;. 
job: 3.33, and now they began to mind it, though heeretofore when 
he had toldthem, of it, they confidereditnot, i - 
Allo, our Saviour added; that they. could nort comerohim, whi- 
ther he went, fobz. 13-32. & made their ftate, in that point, asthe 
common Jewess & upon Peters teply, & his anfwef; which hadcom- 
fore: verfe.jO: that he fhould come afterward to him; he yet foretells 
his fall, which might hinder his comming to Chrift afterwards, Jeb» 
I .36. 37.38. A P 7 j 
pats that they a% fhould be offended becaule of him,(4s Mark: 
14:27) Nowthele things began. to trouble rheir-hearts, withfeare & 
gteife: wherefore. Our Saviour {peakes to them, thefe words: of my 
text , Let not your hearts be troubled, pea, Tite Vo ae Aw 
* Indeed; all of them, knew notas yet, the hipoctify and treafon of 
Tudas,fobu,1 3 .23,29-but tome of them, did know it; namely /obn,the 
beloved difciple: verfe23. 10275 &iits likely by him Peter came to 
know it; however, they all fhould quickly know it. by the breaking 
out,and acting of his treafon againft Chrift: Wherefore Chrift armes 
their hearrs againft the trouble ofit: Thisis the occafion, & ground, 


J 


2.  &coherence ofthelewords, — 

Thepat;2 “Secondly, confiderthe parts of them : which ate two. 
edu Ficft, the duty‘charged by Chrift on his beleeving difciples ( Leg not 
charged, your hearts betroubled,y e “WARES pi Mfica ts x AEF a 
2. The - Secondly, the’meanesby-which, ‘hé fenceth their hearts againft this 
oe trouble: partly implied i2 thefe words; partly expteft’, inthe next 
prefed. words, and {ò alonguntothe givere, > > 

1 Fir, Theduty charged- by Chrift; on his beleeving difciples : [ Lee 


The duty, Bot your hearts, be troubled }Troableiniche flesh, henotonlyallowes 
hs oes but appoints them fohn-'1 Fo LO? EF Chipe: 6. 33, Through many 
hearts, afflidions; we muft entet heaven ( AA 14, 22.) buthe would nor 


Bee una, have them be troubled ia heart: The heart indeed may be touch, & 
to y ' ia ret e 


2 
e 


feele, when objects of feare or greife, prefentthemfelves; Chrift him 
(elfe was fenûble of fuchthings; and, wichoutir, a beleeverfhould 
become a Stoicé, or tock, & ceafe to bea Man; nor would it beany 
exercife, or triall of grace, if the matter of feare, and greife, were not 
perceived, and telt by the heart, foricthen, was to them, as if there 
were no fuch thing; wherefore he would hauethem be toucht, and 
feele the objects of feare and greife; but would not have an ‘sordinacy 
inthofe affections; Which arofe. 
Partly from the exce/e;in that they were to much toucht & fenfible, 
{o thattheir hearts were perplext and difturbed, which appeared, 
both by the interruption of the éxercife of their faith,hope, & peace; 
in that they didnot fo quietly and confidently a TN to him, when 
hewasinhis paflion: but doubted; as: Lake. 24.40.21. As allio it 
appeared by their being difinabled to duty, for thtir hearts were fo 
oppreft with heavines,that they were fo fleepy,as that they could not 
watch with him one houre: Lake. 22,45. Now, its an excefle of 
affection, and an in ordinacy, a furtet, or drunkonnes ofheart; when 
the heart is fo taken witha feare or greife, as that it cannot give its 
due to everyone; and doe its dutyin every kind to God & man, ia 
the calling generall, and perticular. 
This was an inordinacy, f» exceffe, 

Partly there was an inordinacy in the Objet ; in that they fear- 
ed, & greived about what they needed nor: Fof though they might 
be troubled, at Chrifts departure, as he was a Man, and their friend, 
companion, maifter; &c:[a good ground főt a morral! greife ] &as 
he was their Jefus :[ a good ground fora Spiritual greife; inthat they 
loved him, and fo, his prefence ] Yet there was no ground, or caufe 
to feare a Joffe, by his departure , orthat they fhouldbe now total- 
ly left to the wide world; as if, all their fafety , and comfort had bin 
entailed to his bodily prefence ; this trouble on wronge grounds and 
caufes, he forbids: ( as we fhall fee more fully heere after. ) : 

So that, the meaning of this charge of Chrift; is: that they fhould 
not be troubled with more feares, or greifes, then there was true 
ground, and caule for, ; por yet be fo troubled with what was truely, 
asto hinder the exercife of their peace, hope, and faith; or to be 
fo oppreft, as unfitced to every dutyto God; and man, in their call- 
ings gennetall; and perticular: All which : we may expreffe in this; 
An oppreffing or perplexing tremble: Hence: Learne; 


eAbout their Sinne E2. Troubles, 3 


What kine 
of trouble . 
is ment, 

& what pot, 


4 À Comfort for BeLeevens, ~~ 


Doel: 


DocTRINE. - 


ps 
True beiee- True beleevers, how weake foe ever in Faith, Jhould not be oppref, or 
I houk : ; , ' 
es perplext in heart, by any thinge Whatever befalls them, either in 
plext in any finne , or affliction. 
thing, 


There cannot be weaker Faith, then this of the difciples;, who 
had indeed, fome little faith : but fo little, as, fometime, itis called 
none: (Math: 8, 26. with Marke. 4. 40) & therefore Chrif, did after 
wards, upbraid them for their flownes to beleeve ( Luke. 24.25.) 
There cannot be a greater affliction, change, orloffe ; befall any,. 
then this was : For Chrift, was to be taken from them by a fhamefull 
death; when they had enjoyed him bur about three yeares,and fome 
months; Now, what feares, of falls, & troubles, might they have , 
when Chrift was taken from them, who was to them, more thenan 
ben, to new hatche chickins. 

Againe they had one of twelve, ofthem, proved,a vile & rotten 
hyppocrite, who yet had fo lurkt, as that they could never difcover 
him. 

_Alfo, they had uppon them the guilte of much unfruitfull- 
nes under Chrifts miniftry, forwhich he had oft reproved. 
them. 

“Alfo, they had either now, or prefently after, the breaking forth. 
ofa bafe luft of pride, & ambition, for which, Chrift had oft reproved. 
them : Yer at the paffeover & infticution of the Lords fupper; they in- 
ftantly fell into itagaine: Luke, 22, 24. 

Alfo , Chrift had foretold them ofa great, & fowle finne > for the 
future; which , afterwards, the ftouteft of them, fhould commit : 
namely Peter, to deny himthrice : Yea, & all of them, tobeoffended 
at him ( as ye heard before) Behould, a concurrency ofall, at once, as. 
can befall any beleever: a weake faith, an unparraleld loffe , and. 
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oracle by dreames, ofhis preferment: which they knew, was a way o f 
Ged, to reveale himfelfe by: & barbarous murder was init, toward 
lofeph : & cruelty to their Father who fo lovedhim: Yethe bids them 
neither to be greived, or angry with chemfelves : thatis, fo as to per- 
plexe themfelves, with gceife or indignation. ] 
FIRST REASON, I Reafon. 
Becaufe [uch trouble, arifeth from an evillroote, & caufe : Bee: fuch 
Namely ignorance, or unbeleefe ; For, either they underfland nor, ‘rss 
or beleeve not; the worke of God for them,in the three perfons:The an evit ` 
Fathers everlafting decree about them:The Sonnes union with them, "°° 
& headfhip to them, & his merrits,& interceflion:The holy Spirrits; 
inhabitation in them & office towards them to workeall their works 
for them, till he hath made them meetefor glory: All which is ex- 
prefltin the covenant of Grace; in which they be affured; that no- 
thing {hall befall them but fortheir good: thar the corruption of 
their natures fhall be fo ordered & overruled, both before & after 
converfion, as that it fhallendin, &turne to Geds glory & their 
erernall good; & that Chrift hath made atonement forall finne.paft, 
refent, &tocome, (thoughitis gradually applied to them ) in as 
much asall beleevers nnes, were laidon him , or set in bine as it is 
read, ( on the margent) Jfai: 537. €8 6, 
And that the koly Ghoff fhall dwell in them forever, .& they fhall 
never fallaway finally, & totally ; burthat the things which concerne 
falvation, & are better then the beft things in the glorioufeft hyppo- 
crits, are wroughtin them: Heb: 6. 4,10 10, 
I fay: thefe things are not underftood ornot beleeved; or elfe, 
they never could be oppreft with any feare, orgreife:fo that, it a- 
rifeth from an-evill roote : and therefore fhould nor be in true 
beleevers.. 
Seconpn REASON, 2,Reafow: 
Becaufe fuch trouble hath evill effets uppon beleeyets: Namelys Bec: fach 
Ficht, Itstroublefome to Gods heart; as a friends trouble, istohis won sscae 
friends; for every beleever, as he is Abrabas fonne,fo he is Gods friend #5: 
as. Abraham Was: lam: 2.23,aftiend to God the Father: So to Chriff:. Le 
john, t5. 15+ Soto the holy Ghoft; as appeares, by his dealing with poi as > 
them :in that becomes into them (and he onely immediatly; for Chrif, 777 TES 
& the Faizer,dwell inthem,onely by & through him) I fay,he comes 
into them , to dwell in them: to reveale fecrets tq them.1. Cor: 2-9.10 
and is grteived when they doe amifle Ephe/: 4. 30+ 
— A 3 


Secondly, 


ai 
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ae. Secondly, Ic fruftrats Chriffs works, ina gteat parte; for Chriftp 
aaa works, tend notonely to fave beleevers from hell, when they dye; 
worke ina andat the day of judgment; but allo for prefent, to carry them 
greate Part through this world: with out all oppreffing, or perplexing feares or greife 
Lake.. 74.75 .hence, faid to be called to peace, 1.Cor: 7. 15.69 Phil: 

4.6, charged to be carefull in nothing : for fince beleevers be in good 

tearmes with God; and have Chrift for theit head ; & pertake of divine 
nature, 2 Pet:1,4.and are clothed with Chrifts righteoufnes,8 are Gods 

fonnes: Chrift hath fowrought: that as God & Chrift are in heaven, 

inan vnmixe,and undifturbed ftate of ioy :fo fhould beleevers be im 

a meafure; fo chat, though they be touche with troubles, yetthey 

fhould not be borne downe by them, as they be led captive by finne, 

but no finne raignes in them : & as there is a feede of God in them Which 

fianes not 1. Iohn. 3.9. fo their may be a touch oftrouble, but nor a 
fubduing by any trouble: this hath Chrif prepared now whilft they 

y attaine it nor, they doe fruftrate Chrifts worke forthem, l 

` nas for. Thirdly, Ie unfitts them, for their Chriftian fervice ; which is to eate 
their Chrifti the holy things, & keepe a continuall feaffe, all their lifelong: 1. (orinth: 5. 
anfervice. 8 that is:to feede by faith wita 10y continually,on the righteou(nes 
paflion & merrits of Chrift: which were tipified by the holy facra- 

fices & feafts; Now, as none that were fad, wereto eate of thofe things: 

Den: 26.14: wherefore Hanna eate not: 1. Sam:1.7. fo nonedoe 

fo enjoy Chrift, and his good things, as they ought, whoare perplexe 

with any finne or trouble whatfoever;they doe not as becomes belee- 

versin Chrift. 
wi Fourthly , It brings a confumprion & weakenes upon their (piritu- 
Conkuepi- al flrength, (evenasitdothon the natural ftrength ) for, as the joy of 
oe the the Lord: (tharis, ioy inthe Lord Chrif ) is our flrength: Nehe <8: 10. 
T forh and frengthens loynes, as a girdle doth : Pfal: 30.11. So sis forrow and 
feare, our weakenes; & doth difinable toevery worke ; it puts the 
{osle out of joynte, fo that it cannot doe » 

Andas joy, is as oyle to wheeles, or wind to {ayles , or wings to 
birds, {o forrow & feare, are as waights, which deprefle; or as fettets. 
which manacle, & make weake & unable to doe; fuch oppreffion 
contracts & ftreightneth the heart (as joy doth enlarge it ) & maksit 

, liftles and unwilling to any worke; as weakenes of fpirrit doth the 
> . body, | at 
onl Fifily, It cafts an evill report on God : for its language is ; that 


evill report i . í ! ; 
onGod, either Gods providence is notin & over every thinge, which belee vers 
el doe, 


—_ 
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doc, ot befalls to them; be ir-finne or forrow: or elce God overrules 
and orders it nor, the beft way. for them ; fer ifitwere fo; how could 
they be oppreft?  ;. 
. Sixtly, It gives occafion to the corruptions of beleevers,and ro the 
Divell,todend forth divers filthy fumes of impatiency, and difcon- 
tent, & pride, & envy, & unbeleefe; & to hinder our fubmiflion to 
God: forif, the heart be oppreft, it cannot fo fabmit and be quiet, 
asbecommeth: > | 
-  Thisis of ule by way of 7xformation, to fuch as are not beleevers, 
and are prejudiced againf the way of faith & holines , with this; that 
its a fad ftate,and they muft forever bid adieu to all mitth,when once 
they embrace that way: 
Now, I confeffe that many beleevers, give too great an occafion 

& confirmation to this cavill, anditis anaggravation of their folly 
in fuch perplexityes , that they ftrengthen the ill opinion of the way 
of Faith, which che world hath; but let all unbeleevers, and unholy 
‘ones know ; thar the way of faith & holynes, is the onely ftate of joy 
and quietnes, and that in it onely, isthe heart armd againftall for- 
rowes & feares; yea, itis contrary to it, and a finne for any in ir, to be 
oppreft, or perplexc, with finne, or forrow, or feare whatever; where 
as itis a duty for unbeleevers & unholy ones, to monre €§ cry, as 
Jam: ṣi, and it is their msadnes, and folly to laugh and be merry 
Ecele: 2,2, 

Indeed faith, at firft, fadds the heart, more then any thing, becaule 
it letrs in the Spitric of bondage , and prefents the reallity of finnes 
-evill and Gods wrath; but irheales againe the wound, & gives follid 
&ceverlafting grounds of peace. & joy; aud the Spirrét of bondage,ne« 
wer ceturnes againe Rom:8,15. Sometimes they may fallintotrouble 
by Satan, & their owne unbeleeving Spirrits, but its a groundles trou- 
ble,& butadreame of bondage; in truth by the Spirrit of God, they 
never are againe ledinto bondage; but now, the unholy unbeleever, 
is ever.a child of forrow & feare , though he be fora while fenceles of 
it; as a ftone which lyes up in the bladder, though ic be not felt, yet it 
growes and falls downe at laft into the neck of the bladder, and tor- 
ments and kills; Sorrow and feare, is their duty & their due, & they 


Shall have it; yea, though they are ele& , yet being unbeleevers, they: 


{hall be pricke at the heart, and have a {pirrit of bondage, before they 
can be faved; but the beleever may and ought, never to be opprek 
or perplext: mb de) . 

T This 


6, 


Te gives oc-`. 


c32no0a tO cor 
ruption and 
the Direll, 


1. "Uf 


Of [nformae 

tich ro rnena 

tbar judge 

the way of 

taith a fad 
are, 


Faith at fir 
{adds more 
then any 
thing, 
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2, Uf, This , is efpecially for Exhortatios unto true beleevers , how 
Kor exhorta weake Sclittle foever, their faith be; that they would not be oppreft,or — 
tion, norto_perplext what ever finne . or feare, or forrow , by any change may be- 


be perplext i es . { as 
vihane fetthemy¢nor raife falfe & groundles feares, & gieifes to themfelves: 


4 Ae [acknowledge , that God may leave beleevers to greater falls and 
God my. finnes ( for the matter of them ) then many unbeleevers, (though yet 


versto there isa gréate difference; theone, finning with his whole heart, and 
greater falls : 3 ; a i 
efnacs the Other having a feedein him which finns not 1, hs, 3, & ferving 


(forthe Chrift with. bis mind; & finne, but with his flesh Rom 7 25.) Yet I fay; 


matter of 
them) then for the Outward bulke of finne, a beleever may: have as greate, and 


manyun- greater then fome-unbeleever. As Davids pride in-numbring his 


beleevers : e ‘ : 
Yerwith people againft counfell; &inadultery & murder; were as great and 


pou greater then Sanles not ftaying till Sammuell came; & {paring fome - 
Amalekites; for which, God rent the kingdom from him ; Yet, belee- 


Godly for- vers fhould not be perplexe with any finnes; Godly forrow and true 
row becom- h b hi ill th a ae È 
meth belee, {ame becomes them, &tilltheyhaveit, God will not owne them; 


pare but foto be perplext, asis betore difcribed, they ought not to be z 
nottobe So, neitherwith any change orloffe, which God brings uppon them, 


para ot fhould their hearts be oppreft ; For, if not with finne, then much leffe 


withasy With loffes, fhould they be troubled. 7 


Sione. „  Soneicherfhould they trouble themfelveswith furmifed & imagi- 

. > ` : 

” lofle. nary lofles; as beleevers for moft part; doe in all their troubles, they 
nor imma- 


sinay either thinke that to be, which is not; or that itis, much greater then 

joes, itis: tkis is ufually the Spring ofall their excefle in greife & feare : thus 

the difciples thought, when Chrift fhould goe away in body; thar all 

their hope & helpe, was gon; whereas indeed’, Chrift with drawing 

-his bodily prefence, made way forall theit hope, & helpe: Thus /aceb 

thought when Jofeph was loft; that he was dead; where as in that his 

abfence God prepared greater good to Jacob by fofeph ,then he ever 

elfe could: have had; & more advantage to Jofeph : -Beleevers judg 

Gods difpenfation by fence & carnall reafon; & not by faith; &God 

carties things in contraryes; & ufually layes foundations -of greatett 

good & comfort, in greateft appearances of the contrary (as we fhall 

fee heereafter ) therefore they feare what they needed not, & greive 

for whatis not, & trouble themfelves with miftakes, & fo caufe palli- 

Au inforc- Ons to fwell up to inordinacy, & overflowe the heart: Now lexhort 

exitortation “beleevets not to doe thus, but to take heede, of perplexing feares and. 

-pretfes, & of fearing & greiving ontheirowne furmifes & dreames; 8e 
mittakes, takeing things for that which they are not, or for much — 
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worfe then they carry with tkem ; this is a drowkonmes: Paflions in- 
creafe your darknesof mind, & your darknes of mind increafe your 
paffions:and whilft by thefe inordinacyes your foules are darkned; 
Satan, the prince of darknes getsin, & captives you miferably: W here- 
fore confider that this charge, not to be troubled in heart :was given by 
Chritsowne mouth, & thar, not only to the eleven beleeving difci- 
ples, butin them, to all that fhal beleeve through thei Word ( as his pray- 
er was; John, 17,20.) & it was given to you, when he was neare his 
death and prefled with large arguments & exhortations, throughout 
this Chapt: & the next: which argues., both the great confequence 
of this duty ; & Chrifts delire that ye fhould obferve it; in thar, he 
{pent fo much tyme aboutit, when he was at point of death, & had 
fo much to doe himfelfe ; and alfo the great love cf Chrift: who 
would fo vehemently mind our quiet, then; when he was entring 
uppon his owne horrid Pafion: Had Chrift, when he was about to 
dye for you, commanded you an heard thing, would you not have 
doneit; how much more, when fo earneftly he chargeth you , not to 
let your hearts be troubled whatever befalls you? 
_ _ Thus much for the Firft part of the text. The 
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duty exhorted unto. 

THe Seconp Part of the Text, Is. ~— > 
The Meanes by which, he fenceth their hearts againftthis trou- 

ble; which are partly implyed, in thefe firt words: Let not your hearts 

be troubled; And partly expreftin the following words, 

First MBANES. 

_ Which is implied, in thefe words( Let not your hearts be tron- 
bled ) Is; that beleevers put themfelves under the command , & fet it 
before them, & labor with themfelves, to keepe from the trouble of 
heart forbid: Somuch, Chrift implies; when he layes che command 
before them ; faying,be not croubled. 


e 


Gods words are operarsve alwell as imparative: they carry apowerto | 


doe thar, which they command deleevers:-as in the Creation : Jet there 
be light, €3 there was light; and though ic is God which helpes, Yet he 
will have deleevers beftirchemfelves; he helpesin & by, their putting 
‘forth themfelves [ up €9 be doing, & the Lord will be with you] For be- 
Teevers have an underftanding ; & a will; &-a principle of grace; 
‘which God will have improved, that none of his gifts may be in 
“vaine; &in the ule of them, he comesin: he is the Creator, & applies 
himfelfe to every creature according to its nature, fo asto improve 
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W herfore he helpes reafonable creatures in & by their ufe of reas 
fon & will; and Grace by the exercile of Grace : Wherefore beleevers, 
muf bekir themfelves to keepe of, & getof, trouble of heart: Ye 

' muftnor,asfomeinanague, who when the fittis comming, run to 
the fire, drinke, ftretch themfelves, & help on the fitt; but ye muft 
fhake of floth, & ftriue againft it; truft not ro your owne indevors 
but yet indevor: Confider & provoke your felves, i 

Affections of feare & greife,are as windsto a fhipe : which a well 
ordered judgment, Should raife, & lay, & manage, as is beft: ye 
muft therefore, as P/al: 42.5 , confider the reafon why ye are troubl- 
ed ( tbis is to find out the caufe of the difeafe) and then ye muft cons 
fider the reafonsagainft the trouble (this isto find outthe remedy of 
the difeafe Jand then ye muft provoke your heart, to ufe the remedy 
and quitt the paflions: 


eet Second MEANES. 
implied: Whichis alfo implied : (in the latter part of the firft verfe,& in the 


Is ro gather following verfes, ) being indeed, the general {cope & fumme of them 
3 aia all ; ¿s to gather up CS prefent to our judgments, grounds of comfort, which 
x are ftronger then the grounds of our prefent trouble; For it is 
comfort , that isthe onely Antidote againft trouble, joy may be with 
out trouble, asa wall aboura citty, though there be noe enemy: 
But comfort fappotteth and guards againft trouble, as a bulwarke 
doth againft anenemy. 
Comforrby Now nothing can comfort the heart butit iseither througha fence, 
the holy _ by a prefence;as when the hufband prefent, comforts the wife 
mediately who isinfometrouble; Now thus to comfort beleevers, is the im- 
=F mediate worke of the holy Ghoft, & his prefence; it isnot any worke 
of the beleever: 
Comfort Or elce the heart is comforted diftourfiveh; when fuch ftrong things 
dicourive are prefented by the anderftanding, as weaken, and exceed the caufes 
eftrouble: Aswhen the wife is comforted by confidering hir huf- 
bands love, his promifes, faithfullnes, ability to right hir &c,though 
party the NOW abfent from hir, Now this is partly the holy Ghofts worke ; 
holy Ghofts whilft he irradiats & enlightens the grounds of comfort, & affifts us 
werke- in adting on them; Yea, & fomtimes putts frefh grounds before us; 
Partly ours, And partly, it is our worke, whilft we ule our memory & judgment 
& will, to confider of them: For asin rayfing, fo in fuppreffing pafl- 
ons, we muft ufe our faculties, to prefent grounds ftronger thën 
thofe of our paflions, & fo to comfort the heart, & allay the paffion. 


eAbout their Sinne € Troubles, if 


Thus Chrift, layes before his difciples, diverfe grounds of ftronger 
comfort; then they had any of tronble: as Him/elfe, (deleeve faith he, in 
me \thatis in his perfon, merrits, &c. verfe 1.Sothe end of his going 
away which was for their good : vere. 2.3, So their knowledg of all 
this, that he put them not on blind hopes, but onwhatthey knew, 
& knew tobe fo: verfe.4. Wherefore ye are but miferable comfor- 
ters, like brooks of water dried up by drought, or froft; to thirfty paf- 
fengers, If fo be, ye prefent not grounds of comfort; & thote ftrong- 
er then grounds of trouble be; But mufter together, the {cattred 
grounds of comfort in Scripture & experience : efpecialy {uch as are 
moft proper to the trouble ye conflict with : & lay them beforeyou,& 
confiderthem: This isa meanes norto be troubled. 

And thus much for thofe meanes, which areimplyed in the text. y 
THIRD MEANES. i e 
Which isexpreffed in the text; Zs to beleevein Jefas Chrift, which Pha 
is illuftrated by its antecedent, & preparative : their belecving is ed; sche 
this isexprefle in the text; wherefore we will infift on it more largly: i? ee 
and firt explaine its meaning ; Ye doe beleeve in God:( the nig: 7 vot. 
tive moode ) & doe ye beleeve in me (for the word may be indica- 
tive, or imparative ) for, ifit were bothimparative: he would repeate To explaire 
the word ( beleve }but once: & {oif both were imparative;& itis ` 
an bebraifme: in the firit part:a particle of fimilitude is underftood: 
as ye beleeve inthe Father {o doe itinme, asverfe.19.1 live, and ye 
fhall, thatis;asIdoe:ye fhall. He dire&s them to de/eeve in him- 
felfe , as they did in God; not fo much, in refpeé to himfelfe, as his 
due, & their duty to him, (though it be fo ) butin refpe& to them, as 
afpecial meanes & helpe to them, againft trouble:.ds, if he fhould fay 
though ye beleevein God,& that will helpe you fome what, againft trou- 
ble: yet proceed to beleeve in me alio, for this will helpe you much 
more : Now by beleeving in God; he meanes, the Father, notexclud- 
ing faithin Chrift:as by beleeving in Chrif : he excluds not faith in Ee etara 
God the Father, & holy Ghoftalfo : but by beleevingin God: the Father © Co. 
is ment: the faith they had before Chrifts incarnation 3 whichis call- © 7 
ed beleeving in God the Father. 
Firft becaufe though; they had fome knowledge of, & refpe& ro, 

the Meliss, yet it was fo darke, & with fuch want of diting& know- orf, 
Jedg of him, asthat icmay be counted, asifthey had not knowne before the 
bim, but God onely, therefore the difciples hitherto, were faid to have 
arke wothing in nis name they didnot undetftand fo much of him ; fos 
their Faith was rather in God , then in him , For how could they 
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beleeve in him, of whome they had not heard ? | war 
Secondly becaufe till Chrift, did come, & finifhthe worke :he was 
but the Fathers promife ; & {o the faith which lookt on bhim, was foot- 
ed onely on God the Father, inafmuch, as there was nothing of 
Chrift, but God the Fathers promife sand fo, itis fitly called, a beż 
leeving in God. 5 
-3 Now by beleevingin Chrift ; is ment the faith, which is fince Chrifts 
inChrit” incarnation; which is called beleeving in Chrif; both becaule beis 
E~ now clearly knowne in his Perfon, Natures, Offices, Works, Merė 
rits, which all are fuch as may be beleeved in; as alfo, & cheifly, be- 
caufe he is come, whome the Father promifed; & fo now, we beleeve 
notin the Father for him promifed , but we beleeve in him whome 
the Father promifed. Before we beleeved in God the Father, who 
promifed a Redeemer fhould come; but now we beleeve in Chrift, 
who iscome, & hath redeemed. i 
Now thefe difciples, are directed to beleevein Chrift; not, becaufe 
they had notat all, done ityet; forthey had faith in Chrift before 
now : but becaufe, as yet; their knowledg of, & faithin Chrift; was 
but darke, & weake : they had but flender & general knowledg and 
faith of him : Wherefore they are directed to increafe their knowledg 
and faith in Chrift; asa meanes to keepe them from trouble of heart $ 
Jf So that one notable meanes to fence the heart againff trouble;is - 
Fhlemeans faith: For though itis reafon which by difcourfe comforts & fo cures 
peat tou trouble (as ye heard before ) Yeritis Faith which prefents to reafon, 
eee thofe grounds of comfort; Without faith, realon oft cannot fee any 
Icprefents grounds fo ftrong, as thole of trouble; but Faith fhewes chem: asthat 
groans of Which theeye , cannot fee, being far of; a profpective glafle, fhewes 
`~ plainely: Wherefore the comfort which beleevers had by difcourfe, it 
is called the act of faith Heb. 11.17.19. 24.26. 
a. Now faith prefents greater things then any of thofe which trouble 
greater then — ‘ ; \ P 
any of us: It prefents Gods being our God; his eternal love; his ordering all 
Trouble. things for the bef : hiskingdome & glory, as ours, 2.Cor.4,16,17.198. 
though thefe things be abfent & far of, yet faith makes them Prefent, 
and nigh: (asa profpective glafle doth) & it fhewes them, in their 
life & glory, by their owne proper colours & thewe:and not asin a’ 
2 ; picture: Forit fhewes them żn aglaffe: 2. Cor,;.18.in which, we fet 
a athing bya prefence with & by its owne fpecies & colours, though 
not directly butby reflection; Whereas ina picture; wee lee nora 
thing prefent, norits life, nor by its owne, but by other colours and 
ipecics; Wherefore, as a thing feene ina glaffe , affects more, ther 
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feene ina picture ; So Faith fhewes the moft glorious things, moft 
glorioufly : & foexceedsall grounds oftrouble. all, 
Againe: faith fhewes things, with more certainty, then any thing Mof certain 
elce can; Reafon, and Sence may be deceived, becaufe grounded on y 
man; and Satan oft deceives them both: He deceived Evesreafon in Faith in, 
innocency (for fhe is faid, to be beguild) becaufe fhe fled not to faith: the aronga 
But faith is grounded on God, & fo, is as lureas God is: WWerefore rounds of 
nothing can give fuch ftrong grounds of comfort, as Faith:and no For divers 
faith, like faith in Jefus Chrift: And that forthefe Reafons. Realgnsi 
` First, Becaufeitgives more boldnes towards God, Ephe. L 
3.12, the word tranflated boldnes, fignifies an appearing in glorious eres ntele 
liberty, lifting up the face & having liberty of fpeech & an undanted id et 
oropen & uncovered face. as 2. Cor,3, 18. notonely as oppofite to —_ 
cMofes under the Law, whofe face was covered, to fhew obfcurity 
and hiddennes of his Mini/ry: or oppofite to convicted perfons, 
whofe faces are covered for fhame, but alfoit is oppofite to chat 
abafhment which is in holy Angels. I/4.6. 2.3. expreft by covering 
their faces, and allthis becaufe they have aceeffe ora manudutlion by 
Chrift,he leades them by the had roGod, & therefore they come with 
all boldnes, whereas Adam was fhut out of Paridie & Iraell at Sinai 
ftood afarr off, & trembled, but beleevers ‘by Chrift come nigh with wan 
boldnes,& faith in Chrift gives this boldnes upon thefe Sixe grounds. grounds. 
Firft, It prefents them xearer to God; in thar they by Faith, are 1. By ic 
made one with Chrift, who is Gods natural Sonne, & fo they come {rts nears 
‘to anearer Sonnfhip, then is obtained onély by Adoption or Creation: 
which the e4ngels have; & eddam hadin innécency;asa woman 
married toa Kings natural Sonne, isina nearer relation, then one 
onely adopted; becaufe fhe is one with his natural fonne : thus, Joha. 
1.12. prerogative to be Gods fonues, By faithin Chrift, may be ment, .. 
that they haveanearer fo nnfhip, tħen any that are-created, or barely 
adopted ( though beleevers be alfo adopted, & regenerated ` becaufe 
they be one with him whois Gods natural Sonne: Thus by faith in 
Chrift; we are mearer in relationto God, & fo have more boldnes: 
For it isnearenes of relation, which gives boldnes: A Sonneis bold- 
er then a Servant, & a lawfull Sonne thena Baftard. ae 
Secondly, faith in Chrift, prefents God, nearer to them: Fori 2.7%." 
fhewesthem God in their owne nature; God whome they may fee, held in there 
heare, handle, 1 John. 1.1.2, And fothey may be more familiar and’ °“"°"*"* 
bold; Foritis likenes, or nearenes of nature which maks bold. ` 
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Thirdly , By faith in Chrift ; there is hold layed on Gods Fuftice, 
afwell as on his Merey; God in Chrift; is juft, & a juftifier of the belec- 
ver: Rom: 3, 26. that is: he doth not onely declare his mercy ina free 
pardon of finne , buthe alfo declares his Juftice, ina full fatiffa@ion 
for finne; Wherefore as by Chrift, beleevers may plead with his 
mercy, Sothey may alfo with his juftice ;in that there is not onely 
away opened unto mercy, bur, Chrift hath merited & of juftice pur- 
chafed divine favor; for he hath fatiffied the Covenant of Works, 
both in fuffering what was due for its tranfgreition, & alfo in tull- 
filling ofits righteoufnes, & all this on their behalfe, & fortheir ufe, 
who beleeve in him; So that, whatever boldnes, an Angel that 
ftands, can have; or Adam could have had, ifhe had ftood righte- 
ous, by vertue of Gods Juftice, & the Covenant of W orks; all chat 
boldnes through Chrift, a beleever hath ; becaule the Covenant of 
Works, isin Chrift, kept by him; & fo, the Lawes righteoufnes , is 
fullfilled in us, through Chrift ; who beleeve , & {hew our faith , by 
Walking after the Spirrit, € not after the Flesh: Rom:8.3. 4, 

Infomuch that beleevers in Chrift, may appealeto Gods Juttice, 
afwell as to his Mercy; and hold God by both hands, having as 
clearea title co him in juftice,asin & by mercy;holding theirintereft in 
him, by, vertue of his Juftice & the Covenant of Works, aswellas by 
vertue of his Mercy and the covenant of Grace;for alithough to belee- 
vers in their owne perfons, its onely grace & mercy, and juftice witha 
covenant of works, cannot ftand withacovenant of grace, & mercy; 
Yetin a perfon of another, who undertakes for them ; both may con- 
curr; he may fariffie juftice, & merrit mercy : which cannot but give 
greate boldnes. ` 

Fourthly, By faith in Chrift, there is an accefe with boldnes zo Gods 
holynes:holynes,is the brightnes, & beauty of God,which dazzles the 
eyes of the bravelt creatures:Z/x:6.2.3.the Seraphims , not onely cover 
their feere,becaule they are bafe,being creatures made ofnothing but 
they cover their faces,even their beft excellency; which is their perfed 
tighteoufnes according to the covenant of works; compared with 
Gods glorious Holynes; for therefore he is thrice called boğ; not 
onely to hew Trixity of Perfons, but glorioufnes of holynes,as Exod: 
15. tI with which helyves, their R A righteoufnes, is abafht; & 


fothey cover it; Wherefore Iob, 4.18. repeated againe, Job. 15.15, 
heis laid to put no truff in his Saints, or Servants; that is his holy Axgels, 
asthe next words explaine ; who are by a figure called the heavens, 

becaufe 
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becaufe they are the inhabitants, of the heavens: which Angels , or 
heavens inhabitants, he chargeth with folly, & they areimpure in his fight: 
Now this cannot be menr, of the Divils, who fell; both becaufe; in 
Chapt: 15. 15.he fpeaks ofthem inthe prefent tenfe; thatthey now 
are his Saints, X now are, the heavens, that is inhabitants of heaven, 
which the Divils, now arenor; As alfo, becaufein both texts, mans 
balenes, is inferd much more; in the following ver/és, which implies 
thache fpeakes of fuch as are better, & lefle impure then men s which 
Divelsare not; Forthe conceiving this therefore: Confider that all- pail 
though God hath tyed himfelfe by a covenant of works, toacceptof, which, 
and reward, fuch arighteoufhes, as fhall fully anfwer that covenant; “°""“*™ 
which righteoufnes is found in Angels, and they are accepted and re- / 
wardedin juftice, according tothe compacttwixt Godand them; fo 
thar, not in juftice, or difpeafure, doth God find them impure, or 
chargthem with folly : Yerthe Holynes of God: which isan attribute wha holy. 
by which God, feperates himfelfe ftom every thing elfe, & isdevored nesin God? 
to himfelfe, ro feeke himfelfe, & love himfelfe above all (for holynes ra a 
is a feparation fromall other things witha dedication to fome one : 
thing ) this Holynes of God, was not fatiffied in the righteoufnes 
of the covenant of works, which wasin Angels, but defñiredan higher 
righteoufnes; even (uch an one, which might be Gods owne righte- ren es 
oufnes,a tighteoufnes done by one that fhould be Ged, afwellasa in Angels. 
creature , that {o , a meere creature fhould not boat , but God might 
have the glory, & be the worker of that righteoufnes , & fo,it might 
taft full ro his pallet, inafmuch as himfelfe was in ir, the worker of ir, 
in a created nature, joyned tothe God-head; which is in Jefus Chrift; Bur is in 
Now, compared with this, the righteoufnes of Angels, is impute , Clue 
& folly; though, to juftice, through a covenant of works, it is fatiffac- 
tory; infomuch, as they may be juftified by it, & yet God, behold it, 
as alowe & poore thing in comparifon of what Chrifts tighreoufnes 
is: which Holynes of God, they confidering, they alfo are afhamed 
oftheirrighteoufnes, & cover their faces: But now, by faith in Chrift, 
wee pertakeing of Chrifts righteoufnes, which is Gods, & fo, doth 
fully reach, & an{wer his holynes, afwellas juftice : we come into his 
prefence with faces uncovered, or undanted, as ye had before, the 
- words expounded Ephe: 3.12, €§2,Cor.3.18. not onely in regard 
ofajuft, but though he bean holy God, open face; not onely exprefl- 
ing, the remove of obfcurity, & fhame, butalfo of that abafhment 
in Angels; for wee have Chrifts righteoufnes which is better then 
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eAngels, & gives boldnes with Gods holynes, afwell as with his jafice's 


The full conformity to the law, & the abfence ofall finne, gives bold- 
nes with Gods juffice, by vertue ofthe covenant be works: which 
Angels have , & beleevers alfo have ic by Chrift his tighteoufnes; bur, 
there muftbe a righreoufnes of Gods owne working, in which, he 
himfelfe onely is, which muft give boldnes with Gods Holynes; 
which the Aage!ls have net, but beleevers have in & by Chrift his 
righteoufnes: which cannot but give the greate ft boldnes. z 
Fiftly, By faith in Chrift; there are raifed unlimited expectations 
from God ; For whilft that God is fet before us, married to our nature, 
andin our nature, working righteoufnes, makeing attonement for 
Sinne’, merriting bleflednes forus; what may we not expect? what 
Sinnes are to great ta be pardoned ? what bleffednes, or love fo highs 
as may not be conveiedtous? ` phe, 


Laftly , By faithin Chrift; there isferup forus, a middle one, or 
Mediator betweene God €§ Us, who equally pértaks of Gods nature 
and ours, & fo, is equally interefled in both; whence cannot bat 
arife much boldnes; forrwixt God & us, there is fuch infinite diftanc 
asthat, allthough there were no breach, yet there couldnotbe fuch 
boldaes, & free accéfle, as now is by one whois a middle perlon be- 
tweene both, therefore, it is not a mervaile, that popilh faith, yeilds 


fo'lirtle ferling & comfort, fince they make fo little ufe of Chrift, 
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Thus in thele fixe refpedts, Faithin Chrift gives greatboldnes to- 
watds God, & fo, the tronger grounds of comfort: which is the firit 
reafon, s 7 Í 
SECONDLY, Becaufe Faith in Chrift; unites & joynes the 
Soule immediately to the [pring & fountaine of all comfort; For 
faithemptyesa man of himfelte , & takes him of from every thing 
in the world, & joynes him unto, & makes him one with, Jefus Chrift: 
Faith not fo much givesan union with the promifes & word of God, 
as with the Sonne of God, Jefus Chrift: Wherefore beleving, is call- 
eda receiving him fohn. 1.12, & they are faid to be rooted E3 built up in 
him, ftablished in the faith Colof: 2. 7, It isa miftake to thinke that faith 
layes hold on, or joynesto, the word or promile immediately and 
firit; forthereisno promife which pertaines to any, untill they arè 
one with Chrif :as appeares by this, chat all the promifes are Chrifts, 
even his owne , & his alone inthe firft place ; allthe treafury was on 
him onely beftowed by the Father: Gala. 7. 16. not to many feeds, but 
toone; thar Was Chrif onely: as to eAbrabans onely, & fo to Dave 
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onely were the promifes made: therefore, itis {aid of e¢braham, that 
he had received the promifes: Heb.11,17.he & he onely:and the fure 
-~ mercyes ate called Davids -even fo, are all the promifes, Chrifts onely ; 
who was reprefented in thofe men whome God [ingled our, to make 
the promifes unto:and therefore Chrift is the zeffator, who dyes, by 
his death to ratifye & make good the promifes: Heb. 9. 16,17. which 
implies that the promifes were his proper pofleflion , in which ke 
onely was feizd & inftated, orelfe he needed not have died, to con- 
firme the bequeathment of them to others: and therefore alfo ; he is 
called the Covenant of God with beleevers : Ifa, 49.8. becaule, not 
onely his perfon, was the maine of the Covenant, (inafmuchas itis a 
- Covenant of Perfons, aswell as of Graces\but alfo becaufe, all the pro- 
mifes of the Covenant; are his and in him, & through him onely to be 
conveied to beleevers; even asall the promifes were intaild to Y/aac ; 
and put in him Heb 11.18. andtherefore it is, that the famme ot 
alliprøroifes; even that of eternalllife, is faid to be made before the Before the 
world began. Titas. 1. 2. that is before all time, & fo from ever- world beg 
lating; for, whatever was before all time; muft be eternall & with- 
out begining. o > ' 


Now, this is not calleda purpofe, for that , one may take up in 
himfelfe , without another; but a promife; which ever fuppofeth 
another diftin® perfon: which was the fecond perfon in Tyinitye, to 
whome the Father promifed; that he becomming incarnate, fhould 
inherrit fuch ‘and Tuch things; and'though:his scarnation through 
which he wasto inherritall; were not in act, from everlafting; yet 
in as much as his perfon was, which was tobe incarnate; the promile 
might be made to him, but could not be made to any creature, in- 
afmuch as it was nota perfon fubfifting from eternitye: but now; 
though the promifes be all his, & made onelyto him in the firft place, 
and ranke; yet, through & by him’, ‘they defeend alfo to others; [0 Yeeto be- 
that , thoughthey be onely to him, in the’firft place; yet they are not leevers «(> 
onely for him : asthe promifes to Abraham, €3 David; were not onely ut,in him. 
for them, butforthem, & their feede : and the promifes which 
Jaa was indowed with, & were onely in him; were not onely 
forhim, butfor him & his feede; “but yet they were their feeds by 
defcent, Lat on | WEES pa A PUTER pT N. 
„Andinthe Second place seven fo, the promifes are not onely for 
Chrift , bur for kim „and his ;.namely all the Elect , whome God 
: . ae a a chofe 
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chofe.in him, & gave to kim to be his oflpring, & fpowfe; & fothrough 


and from him to be indowed with.-all the riches of the promifes: 


though God loved, & chofe them all, to injoy the promifes, yetin 
Chrift, & through, by, & forhim, to inherit; Ephef, 1. 4. he didnot 
choofe us, with him, but iz him: Wherefore, as the Jrakts mult 
come to enjoy the promifes, not by laying hold firt on them, but 
by being Firft borne of Ifaac , & having that union of flefh, wich him: 
Andas a woman hath right to the manseftate, not immediately, bur 
by being firit made one with him:even fo, muft people be firit of 
Chrift, married to him, borne of him, drawne out of his loynes: 
which is by beleeving, (therefore borne of God, & beleeving, are 
conjoyned fobn. 1. 12, 13,) before they can lay hold of, or claime 
title to, any promife. ) 

For, as the Covenant of Works was made with Adam; 8& in, & 
through him, with thofe who came out of him: So the Covenanr of 
Grace, is made with Chrift (therefore called the Second e4dam ) & 
in, & through him, with all chat come out of him, & by faith are 
borne of him: and it is more neceflary to be firt made one with 
Chrifts perfon , before we can have claime to the promifes: then 
it was to be one with, & of Adam, before we could inherite from 
him ; becaufe the promifes of Grace, are more confind frk ro Chrifts 
perlon, & that without the perfon of the Ett : then the Covenant 
of Works, was to Adams perlon, without refpect to his offpring ; 
For Adam & his offpring were onely confidered ina priotity of time 
and order, differing : Adam before them; but not indifferent ftate of 
dignity, or favor with God ; wherefore Adam did noe mote then 
they did in, & wich him: but Chrifts perfon is more excellent, and 
mote loved of God, then beleevers; & did more for to injoy the pros 
mifes then they :his Perfon, becomming écarsate, clayming them 
as due, and mertiting chem forthe E/ed:. Therefore much moge: 
muft it be, that we muft firtlay hold an Chrifts perlon before we 
can,onany promife; chen we need be borne of Adam, before we 
can have title to any of his eftate. x% l 

So that, itisa dangerous error; not to pitch by. faith, on Chrift, 
firft; and then in the Aae. place, on the promifes: Chrift, in his 
Perfon, Natures, Works, Mertits, muĝ be firft layed hold an: In-. 
deed, it is true, that faith cannot lay hold on Chrift, but in, and 
through a word, & promife: Therefore my meaning isnot to catty 
yeto Chrift, without ,or notby the word, & promife'; for with 


l 
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this, ye never can cometo him, bur meete with Satan, asan Angel 
of light : Ye muft firft clofe by faith, with fuch a word, & promife 
in Scripture; as carries, & exhibits Chrift to you; bat you muft not 
firt, before, through the word and promife ye have clofed with 
Chrift by faith; lay hold on & apply the promifes of any good things: 
as Heaven, pardon of Sinne, theSpirrit, or any Grace. 

Thus ye fee how faith gives immediate union with Chrift himfelfe: 
Now this Chrift; I fay , is the onely, & immediate fountaine of all 
Joy: And that in Two Refpeds, P 


Firft, becaufe, all the promifes are in him onely,he is that one Sea, 
out of which doe iflueall the fprings ofpromifes; wherefore in bim 
muft be all the fprings of ioy &'comfort:as they are all faidto be is 
the Church, becaufe of his prefence there : P/al.87. 7. Yea, & the pro- 
mifes are better in him, & much more flrong to comfort, then they 
are outof him; not onely becaufe he is the cheife, & bet promife 
himfelfe ; his Perfon is better then all the promifes, but alfo. 


1. Becaufe, the promifes is him, are in their roote, in him they live, 
and fo are beft in bim : as. the Sunne beames in the Sunne, & the 
ftreames in the {pring, are better, & live more then in themfelves , 
having indeed, no being, but in & from him. 

2, Becaufle, in him, they are Eternal :as was before fhewed, & have 
bin promifes actually exifting from Everlafting, & fo they are in no 
other relpect;and fo cannot be difanuled by the Law e3 Sinne, whicr 
came im, but in tyme: asthe 4pofile reafons in aleffe regard Gal, 3. 
17. 7 
3. Becaufe sn him, is their efficacye towards us, they being his onely, 
were not lure to us, till be had confirmed the bequeathment of them 
to us, upon his death; for on that fuppofition wete they bequeathed 
to us: (as ye heard before. ) 

4 Becaufe in, & from Chrift, they are exhibited, adminiftred, & per- 
formed to us :as he is their owner, & teftator, who by hisdeath, rati- 
fies them unto us; & makes them furely ours; So he is the executor 
and adminiftrator of them, who difpenfeth them tous: Jobs 14.04. 
He doth it: and therefore he faith aX power, that is, of adminifta- 
tion ;.and. of execution ; is heaven and earth; is put into his bands: 
Therefore the promiles; 2nd through him ftreames forth , the moft 
{weere comforts, In which refpedts , he isthe immediate {pringe 
of all joye G 

ae | C 2 
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Secondly, he is the immediate {pringe of all joy,inan higher 6 
greater refpet., a 7 
Becaufe, Jefus Chrif, is the feate & receptacle of that joy 
which is communicable from God, to rhe creature; whatevet 
comfort, or joy, God intended to makethe creature pertaker of; he 
puūtitallinto Jefus Chrif ; (as the light of the world, is in the Sunne ) 


. as in him dwells the fullues of the God-head bodily: Col.2 9.{0, withit 


dwellsin him, all the fullnes of joy & comfort: Forit being al! from 
God, it muft be all inhim, in whome dwells the God-heads fullnes, 8 
thence, come to us; as, becaufe all our light is from the Sunne, who 
conveyes his light cous, through che aire; therefore all the light we 


` havezis inthe aire; as zz Chrift are hid, all treafures of wifdome G know- 


Chrift rhe 
inimediate 
founta'ne 


ofall Joy. 


ledge: Colof. 2.3. {o are, all treafures, of joy & comfort; as he is the 
light that inlightens every one, Jobn.t.4.9. fo is he the comfort that com- 
forts every man, with any true comfort, Godis indeed; the firt 
original whence; bur Chriftisthe immediate fountaine in which, is 
all joy : Colof. 3. 3. our life, is hid in God, but with Chrift :So that 
indeed, Chrift, is not onely the roote ofall promifes, but ofa better 
comfort chen the promifes yeild; For, Chrif is nearer to God, then 
the promiles are, furhe is of his nature, and the offpringe of his per- 
fon; Whereas the promifes are'the ifue of his mind , & will: heis 


. the exprefle image-of tbe Fathers perfon; whereas the promifes are 


30 
Reafon. 
Bec. Faith 
in Chrift, 
brings the 
holy Ghoft. 


Which 
ftrengch2ns 
the Soule. 


but..the .expreffion of bis purpofe: wherefore faith joyning the 
Soule, immediately to Chrift: muft needs greatly ftrengthen againft 
trouble, in that .ic derives the fWweetelt, ftrongett, & moft pure 
comforts, ‘ 


s E ee AFP F 4 enot: 
C Thus much for the Second Reafon, 


Tuirpbty, Faith in Chrift, is fuch a fpeciall antidote a- 
gainft trouble; becaufe it brings the Holy Ghof into the heart; in 
that itjoynes the Soule to Chrift, as to an head, or roote, whole Spirrit 
the boly Ghoft, is; and fo conveyes him into them; as the ingrafting 
an impe or {cience, intoa ftock, derives the fapp of that ftock, into 
the fcience : Gala. 3,14. Now the holy Ghoft, gives ftrength to the 
Soule ; asbancks doe to water, which of. ic-felfe is weake, & 
yeilds, & falls afunder;bur ftrenthened with bancks, becomes ftrong, 
and mighty; Therefore Eph.3. 16. he beggs, their f?rengthning by the 
Spirrit, not onely inthe saturall fpirrit; butin the Jener maz, the re- 
generate {pirrit, needs ftrengthening from the holy Ghoft; in thar,’ 

| it alfo, 


SU 


eAbont their Sinnes €3 Trouble. ii 


italloisa creature; yea, & befids, or over &above; the holy Ghoft, 
fometimes vouchfafes fuch a prefence, & reall fence of himfelfe, & 
of the things of Jefus Chrifts; as fills the heare with glorious, and 
inexpreflible joy (as the Sunne dotha roome with light , when 
itarifeth ) which is a joy,very differing from , and better then that 
which faith gives (of which, we fpake before) being a glimpfe ; 
& firt fruites of heaven, a prefence of God: whereby the heart is 
lifted up aboue the reach of any feares, or greife: which fo bore 
up the Apoftles , in all their fuffrings: asin the Als. 


Thus Faith in Chrift; uppon thefe grounds, gives ftronger COM> Thus fa'th 
fort, then any thing elfe, can doe: And faith in Chrif , doth it pba -# 
more, then faith in God: That is; faith in Chrift, as come in R i 
the flesh , yeilds ftronger comfort, tken faith in God promifing 
Chrift; becaufe through Chrift come; is that actually done, which 
is the meritorious caule & ground of conveyance of all commu- 
nion with God, and comfort from him ; Wherefore more mult 
be conveyed , then when, this was but to be done , and in the 
promife; Therefore now , God difpenfeth more ofthe Spirrit , 
and gives clearer revelations of Chrift; then ever he did before. 


So that, as it is faid of the Gentiles, that their converfion was 
an biden mifferye before: though it yet was knowne , darkely ; 
Even fo the mifferye of Chrift his Perfon, Righteoufnes, Merrits:€¢. 
was not knowne before his comming , in comparifon of what, . 
it now is,; nor the priviledges by him; wherefore there could nor 
be fo much comfort then, as now may be: 


Chrift in the flesh(come ) is called Gods arme Z/a, 53. 1. becaufe 
he, thereby , ftrengethneth himfelfe to give us more grounds of 
comfort ; and ftrengthneth our hearts, to take more comfort, 
then ever any , before Chrifts comming , could have: Therefore 
the Arke ( which did tipify Chrift, is called the Arke of Gods ftrength 
Plal 78, 61. @$ 132.8, 
Wherefore, when ever troubles affaile you that are beleevers, 
fly prefently to Chrift, even to him in the word, and promife, h i te 
which holds him forth in his Perfon, Natures, Workes, Offices; i 
and leane thereon; And fly not firft, or onely co the particular 
promiles, of good things; to thefe in the fecond place, goe by 
faith, but co Chrift,. in the firft place. 
w C > To a 
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To pirch faith on God, & the promifes, is fo to doe, as they did 
that were Jewes, before Chrifts comming : but to pitch your faith 
on Chrift: is the Chriftian way: it is folly & unkindnes, finceGod 
hath given us his Sonne, to leane frf on’; & his word in the fecond 
place: whkichthey had not of old: that yer wee doe it not, ye doe 
flite him, & Gods mercy in giving him : if you doe nat pitch your faith 
on him,Indeed before Chrift came; faith was to be pitchton God & his 
promife of Chrift; but now Chrift is come; ye muft pitch your faith 
on Chrif himfelfe, & then on particular promifes; wherefore the 
New Tefament makes Chrift che obje of our faith :and this indeed 
is co honor the Sonne, asye did the Father obn, 5.23, that whereas 
before Chrift his comming ; the Father was beleeved in; Now, the 
Sonne fhould be beleeved in: and therefore it is, chat beleevers are fo 
heart-eaten & heart-broken with troubles, becaufe they fly not pre- 
fently by faith to Chrift; and why, though they put forth in particular 
promifes, they oft, get noe ftay , becaufe they truft not inthe pro- 
mifes inthe fecond place, in, from, and through Chrift : Now be- 
caufe faith in Chrift , is fo prime a meanes of helpe again all trou- 


bles; Iwill give you fome dire€tions how to ufe & improve yout faith 


in Chrif, fo as it may preferve your hearts from trouble. 
Firft, Ser before you the objects of your faith, namely Chrif, & the 
promifes; ret nor content with your knowledge of them, orthat you 


have lookr on them heeretofore: but when ye are fiefhly affaulted 


with trouble: fet them afreth before you againe ; C! rift, in his Per- 


fon, Natures, Offices, & Workes; andif you can find out particular 


promifes for your prefent particular cafe; for particulars beft helpe, 
and come moft home; and fince God hath condefcended to fpeake 
to particulars, wee fhould alfo looke into them, & find them cut; but 
if you cannot find out particular promifes for your cafe, then fer the 


_ general promises before you :as Heb. 11,1 3. fee them, looke on them; 


“This gives 


fresh vigor. 


2. Makerea- 
fon worke 
en thofe 
objects, 


and gaine your hearts to be perfwaded of them ; thatis of the reality, 
and truth ofthem; & thenimbrace them, that is, relye on them as 
yours; Lay, put forth all thefe acts aftefh, as ye have frefh occafions: 
for faithis to be from faith to faith. Rom. 1. 17. and beleeving in Chrift; 
is called eating €3 drinkin g; John. 6. becaufe, it is tobe renewed, as 
ftrength decayes, or new ftrength is required: new & frefh veiwings 
and acting uppon thofe objeds, gives new & frefh vigor. 

Secondly, make yourreafon, & difcourfe ,. worke uppon thofe 


objets which your faith fects before you: evenas when an objec is 


3 > 
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‘before the eye, the Soule refts notin'viewing it, but rhe phanfy ; and 
underftanding worke uppon it, & aboutit, & deduceth & drawes 
divers conclufions from it; even fo when Chrift, & the promifes are 
by faith, fer before yous ye muft ufe reafon, & difcourfe, toinferr and 
draw thence fuch forces of céclufions,as may arme the heart, againft 
the aflaults of rroubles;orelfe ye are like a Citty which hath arrnies in 
hir, & looks on them, burnot drawing them forth, & marfhalling 
ofthem, they doe not defend hir againft the enemyes aflaules;there 1s 
a fight by faith, & of faith,which we muft make, through our owne 
reafonings, & difcourfe, whereby to withftand feares , & greifes; 
which beleevers not doing, they are foild, though they have faith: poe 
this is an hard worke to our florhfull hearts, we are loth to take paines a fokin 
by difcourfing & inferring from the principles which faith la şes be- 
fore us; itis, as the digging for the gold, after rhe mine is fhewedto 
us; and we are abufed by Satan, who perfwads us, that our faith isto 
worke, without labor of reafon & difcourfe, which it is not, for 
then it fhould not worke fuiteable to a reafonable creature : indeed 
the worke is attributed to faith Heb.11.17,19. becaufe faith layes 
downe the principles, & guides reafon in difcourfe: yet faith works 
and improves its worke by realon, & difcourfe: yea, much of the 
Scripture; ef{pecially the argumentative part, is deductions, & con- 
clufions drawne from other Scripture:as Heb. 12.27. & oft in that : 
Epiftle. So that, ye can never make ule of your faith in Chrift, & the _ . 

; . ~~” Faith works 
promifesto comfort you againft troubles, except by reafon & dil- citcourive- 
courfe, ye draw conclufions from it tas water cannot ferve you, ex- Y 
cept by buckets ye drawe it out ofthe deepe wells. 4.12.3. . 

Ye muftufe your realon by way of Sillogifme; as Rom. 6,11. If Ufe reafon 
we be united to Chrift, and have communion with him in his death , E Aa 

S i illogifme, 
and refurreétion ; then are We dead to Sinne, & alive to God, But we 
have union with Chrift, & pertake with him in his death & refur- 
rection; Therefore we are dead to Sinne, €3 alive to God, through him: 
This reafoning by Sillogifme, & drawing outa conclufion: is that 
which the 4pofle meanes; by reckoning themfelves: and fo: Rom,8,18 
- Thus did e-tbraham : Rom. 4.19.to022.compared with Heb. 11.17. - 

18.19. his triall was notonely in this: char he muft kill his owne, tntancee: . 
onely Sonne whome he loved; but his. /aac: thatis, himin whome, 
and to whome, all the promifes were intailed;and fo he muft cut of 
his hope: wherefore he is faid to hope againf? hope, Rom.4:1 8.8 Heb, 11. 
17,18, he that received the promifes offred up him of whome it was 
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faid, thatin faac shall thy (sede be bleffed : fo that, it was not fo much, 
the loofing an onely Sonne: forhe might have more Sonnes: but 


. the ftreight was this: Thar if he killed this Sonne: he cut of all his 


hopes & promifes, in rhat.they wereall intaild to that Sonne: So 
that , that Sonne muft be; or elfe the promiles could not be: For 
eAbrahams faith, did not confli& fo much with his natural affection; 
for then he had noe werd to foote his faith on, for the rayfing him 
up againe: buthe fhould have fet his faith on this onely ; that God 
was able to give him another Sonne: But he conflicted with rhe 
ground of his faith & hope, fhaken now in thistriall: His faith was 
tried, & his hope ofall the promifes, & ofeternall life; and not fo 
much his love to an onely fonne; In that he muft be killed, in whome 
living & begetting children, allthe promiles were to be fullfilled; 
and therefore he by reafon confiders Gods power, that he couldraife 
that very Sonne Ifaac up againe; and this helpt him : For he thus 
reafoned : J/aac muft live, or I can haveno promife performed; 
Now, if I fay him, God can raife him up againe, and fo 1 fhallnot 
loofe my hopes, though [kill him, 

This is the wifedome of a beleever, to draw forth out of God, 
Chrift, & the promifes fuch particular conclufions as overthrows 
that particular reafoning which caufeth feare. or greife: or elfe ye 
cure notthe heart: Ic was this feare of loofing the promiles, which 
affaulred ebraham ; Wherefore he did not draw conclufions 


-of Gods giving him another fonne, but the fame fonne ; and {o over- 
threw the affault: Thusthen realon by faith, and ufe difcourfe :ye. 


are ready, to confider & ufe realon, to make ye waver, by confidring 
what flefh, & bloud, fuggeft; bur that ye fhould not Rom. 4.19. but 
confider Chrift, & the promifes, & draw thence, what particularly 
oppofeth your prefent trouble. 

Thus Martha did not, about Lacaras his refurrection ; fhe by faith 
confidred that he fhould be raifedat the laft day: but confidred not: 
that Chrif, who was the refurreGtion could raifehim then ; Where- 
fore fhe was not comforted. ` 

Bar let us learne, wifely to improve .our reafon , to draw from 
Chrift, & the promifes, fuch conclufions, as are dire&ly oppofit.to 


= the grounds of our_prefent trouble.: and take paines:to draw in 


comfort :and nog fit fill, orlye, as the fluggerd, & fay: A Lyon is in 


the way: This is indeed a labour, butit quitts cot; and how can we 


better ufe our reafon? E By) 
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~ Tris brutifh ro fincke under a prefence orappearance; A reafon- 
able creature, fhould confider, & inferr,and draw in conclufions 
which may fupport: Yea, and we may ufe our wit, in deducing 
things to incourage us: As thatwoman did, Marke. 7.27.28. From 
Chrifts calling bir 4 dogg:wittily drew an argumentto inforce him to 
regard hir, Now becaufe, thisisa worke ofour owne; we muftbe 
advifed with rhefe two Cautions. i P 

Firfl, that it mut not be'a fudden, tranfient worke; when ye fett i pwel 
the objects of faith before you (as the firft dire tion was ) ye muft on it. 
not glance on them & away; bur ftay & dwell on them for fome 
while; -4saplaifter muft abide on; and a potion abide in, awhile; 
oritwillnotworke; And when ye difcourfe, and draw conclufions, 
it muftnot be fudden & away, but ye muk ftay on thele things; till 
they be foaked downe into your heart, and ftrengthen it, as the paffi- 
ons of feare & greife, be in the heart, as the Bee abides on that flowre 
whenceit fucks hony: Wherefore ye muft dwell on the things, till 
ye find your hearts warmed with them; or babsing as the word figni- 
fies, which is tranflated ; inditing : Pfal.45.1. alluding to the frying- pan 
ofring; which bubled up with the heate of the fire; which fire indeed, 
isthe holy Ghof?: who will not rife up into your heart, if ye ftay not 
for him a while; asthe fire doth not into the frying pan, ifit be not 
held fome time, overit: This therefore is one Caution; thatye flay 
fo long on thefe things, till ye find fire come into your heart, 

Second Caution is this; that though ye ufe your felves, & put forth 2. Truttnor 
your owne reafon ; Yerthatyetruft notin your felves, & reafon; but fees. 
thar, inthe whole worke, ye expect nothing from your owne worke, 
but being emptied of all fufficiency or fitnesin your felves; yedoe 
wholy & cnely expect the fruite from the holy Ghof his ailiftance, as fayling in 
he is the Spirit of Chrift; pertainingto you, as united to Chrift, by oe 
faith; The fayling in fome of this, isthe reafon why beleevers doe caufe of not 

- confider, & difcourfe onthe objeds of faith: and yet have no helpe, "awing bep 
or ftrength, come thence: Wherefore be carefull. 

1. Notto leane on yout owne /pirit, memory, Wit, no noran your 
grace; but know that ye muft have a fresh influence from the Spirit, 1. Knowe 
and his a/i/fance: As your faith cannoradtic felfe; fornaturall things ae 
cannot worke with outa frefh concurrence of God ( in him we move) 
Wherefore his fufpending , and not aifliftiog the fire caufed it not 
to burne the three children , though he put no impediment, in its 
way, i 
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And though grace be ftronger then nature, yerit cannot ad, or 
move it elfe, withourcthe concurrence & afliftance of the holy Ghoft ; 
for,it comes from Chrift,as light from the Sunne,by an effluxe Adai.4, 
2. which ever fuppofeth a frefhad to every fhining: The grace, is in 
Chrift, though it worke in us, as the light isin the Sunne, though 
it fhines onus; 2, Tim, 2. 1. Wherefore Chrift muf by a frefh ad, 
putit forth,ific workein us. Wherefore all things are faid to be 
done, by Jefus frengthning : Philip. 4. 13. not onely by ftrength 
which he had given, but which heisatthe prefent, ina continuall 
giving; Every act of faith requiers the power of God, afrefh admi- 
niftred; 2, Thef 1,11. fulfill the worke of faith, with power: that is, 
Gods power: for one act of faith, is to evidence things, which to 
doe, he begs ftrengthning by might from the Spirite Eph. 3.16.17, 

And as the holy Ghoft, muft aiflift the grace of faith , before it 
can act; fo mult he doe fome what to the objects of faith, before they 
can worke upon faith:as the light muft fhine on colours , before 
they can move the eye; that is, the Spirit muft {hew them to the 
Soule, which is called a revealing of them, 1. Cor. 2, 10,12, not onely 
at the firft, but every time that they draw forth faith; he muft reveale 
them ; which is done, by givingin convincingly, bis owne teftimony 
of thofe things ; which prefents them to the Soule, as light doth 
colours'to the eye: Wherefore he fo prayes Ephef. 1,17. 18, that 
by the Spirit they may have revelation to know the things they beleev- 
ed, X hoped for: So that,without the Spirits ayde;nothing can be done 
in beleeving; asin praying; it muft bein the holy Gholt: Jude, 20. 
thatis, in his ftrength &affiflance: So allo muftitbe, in beleeving; 
therefore he joynes building up, in faith, & praying, becaufe, with- 
out praying, we cannot make progreffe in our beleeving. 

2. Confider, Thacthe holy Ghott, affifts, onely ashe is Chrifts 
{pirit ; that is fent from bim , & merited by him; ashe is God, and 
man, & the head of the Charch; For,in no other way , or relpe&t , 
dôtk the holy Ghoft, alit: Wherefore, all that he doth, is faid to 
be of Chrifts : John. 1 6. 14. and itis called Chrifts frengthning, Phil, 4. 
13.19. whereas itis the Spirit which doth it, Eph. 1. 17. €9 3.16, & 
ifthus he be not confidred: heis taken under a wrong notion, and 
Chrift is wronged; for he glorifies not Chrift: John. 16 14. and he 
will not affitt. : | 

3. Ye muft be carefull to confider that the holy Ghoft affifts 
you, as members of Chrift, by vertue of your union — ift 
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by faith ; for how can the fpirite of the head, come into one, but by 
its union with the head ? and how comes the fapp to flow from the 
roote, into the branch, but as itisjoyned tothe roote? Eph. 4,15, 
16, from the head, being joyned to it, is edified. 

4. And laftly : Ye muft be carefull, to looke up unto the holy 4. rookeup 
Ghoft,to affift you; caft aneye on him, as ye doe on that, whofe ‘othe holy 
helpe you expect zand in the expectation thus of him, muft ye fett 
upon the worke of acting your faith; Thisis the fecond diveétion, 
how toimprove Faith, 

Thirdly get your Faith tobe evident, addarefle& act to the 3. Direction 
direct a& of faith: That is, labour to know that ye doe beleeve: was A 
as well as tobeleeve: For Electiow being evidenced by Faith:and N 
a title ro Chrift and all promifes , depending on beleeving: the foule 
cannot be perfwaded ofits propriety , & intereftin God, & Chrift, 

& the Promifes , and fo, cannot be comforted againft troubles, till 

it knowes, it beleeves: Faith may fave, but it isevidence of faith, ` 

which onely comforts: Wherefore this is one maine end of rhe oo ad 
fir Epiflle of fohn, asis expreft Chapt, 5.13. thefe things I have Writt a 
to you that beleeve ; that ye may knoe ye have eternal life, & beleeve ; 
(thatis, and beleeve)that ye beleeve. 

This reflecting a& whereby we can looke on what we doe, & con- 
fider it, & take comfort in it, isa maine excellency of a reafonable 
creature, by which we excell bruite beafts ; & fhould be exercifed by 
us: Unto the doing whereof, we muft labour. For whid 

1, To knowe the ad of faith, what it is, andtoknowe thatitis +. rebour 

notthe ftrength, butthe truth of faith, which evidenceth eGien: to knowe 
- eAdéts,1 3.48. thofe ordained to life beleeved; fome with more, fome ta 

with leffe faith, but every degree of it, betcokened life eternal, and * is, 

gives title to Chrift & happines ; for faith is but an hand or eye, 

which roucheth, or looks to Chrift, that he may worke all its works; 

which a fmall faith doth as truely, as a Rrong; wherefore we neuer 

saa Scripture, that Chrift rejected any for the {mallnes of their 

aith. 

2, Labour to view your owne hearts, and fee if you have not put i 

forth that {mall aé of faith, faith may be feene, in its felte, & itsowne ne oe 
act, afwellas in its fruits & effects, (chough thefealfo may, & muftbe * 
confidred; ) Wherefore Jobn, putts beleevers much upon fignes, & By isc fO 
fruites of faith; in his firit Eps#/e, which was writt to helpe to the evi- 
dence of faith; and fometimes, faith is beft perceived by its fruites; By its fruits : 
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_ Yeefome timesicis beft feene,by its felfe, & its owneact,of relying 
on Chrift; anda carefull fearch into the heart, whither tuch anac, 
be put forth, orno; would oft, difcover it; but neither by it felfe, nor 
by its fruites,can it be difcerned, exceptthe holy Ghoft;affift & helpe 
usto perceiveit. Therefore: f. 
$. Labour 3. Ye muh labour for the helpe of the Spirit: W ho, as he onely, 
ena reveales thefe things to us, t. Cor. 2. 10, 12, So he, onely can reveale 
them, or {hew them tobe, inus: Heis the Lords candle in the inner- 
mofi parts, or chambers of the belly: Pro.20.27. hein this fence, afwellas 
ours in that, becaufe be onely can fhew to us, the grace that isin us: 


Who onely As light onely can difcoverto a man, the things that are in his houfe: 


shewes us ; T ; : : 
che grace He muft fhine on our faith, & its fruites; before we can have evidence 


thats inus? of them; he muft give his divine reftimony to us, of them, that they 
are tight, before we can beleeve it,as he muft of God,& Chrift, & the 
Promifes, before we can beleeve them; our owne fpirit, though re - 
Not our — newed by grace, cannot witnesalone to us, except the Spirit of God, 
ownefpiris doe jayne with itin witnes Rom. 8,16. whichis the ground of thofe 
fayings Row. 9.1, when he was to witnes, ys 
Be 0:00 But heere, the Oueftionis,; Whither in this coeworking of the holy 
refolved.  Ghoft; with our /pirsts, to make evidentour grace: It is requifite, 
that he fhould be, as clearly knowne tobe the boly Ghof, who war- 
rants out grace, as we know it to be the Sunne, when it fhines? 
_ Indeede in the immediate alfurance; which is. grounded on his 
divine teftimony alone; it is certaine, it muft be fo: or elfe, it cannot 
give full affurance, & put out ofall doubt: But thatin this affurance; 
whichis mediate, and only witneffeth with our grace, & fhewes that 
tous; Thatit fhould be fo evident, thar it isthe oly Gaoft; that is 
the queftion ; ifit be not enough; thatthe grace be made fo evident, 
as that according tothe Scriptures, the heart is confidentit is true: 
though it be not moft fure that itis the boly Ghoff who faith, itis true: 
Now that ye may have this witnes of the Spirit; ye muft. ; 
4. Labour 4, Labour unto all obedience; to fhune every finne, and doe every 
ae N duty and that out of love to Chrift; fohn. 14. 21.then will he, mane* 
| ee feft bimfelfe to you, thatis; by his Spirit , he will chen give you evi- 
r=. dence of himfelfe, & of his love to you, & of your intereft in him, 8 
which cat- happynes by him: General obedience, & fruitfullnes, accompanied 


i tas as a . ith j i 
De evi. With growth & increale, carryes with it, much evidence , & much 


dence and comfort; fobs. 15.8.9. 10. And belids, it brings in, by way of a 
comfort. 


meetenes & preparation, more of the wicnes, & evidence ofthe holy 
Ghoft 
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| Ghoft; for though the holy Ghóft, be given to beleevers abfolutely, 
and not with refpect to their, obeydience (on which condition he 


bA 


abode in Adam ininnocency )yethis manifeftations, in comfortable 
evidences, are difpencedaccording to their obeydience , growth & 
fruitfullnes ; for fuch comforts are wages, & refpect working 3 As. 
The Apoffle, 2. Peter, 1, §.t0.12. exhorts them to aconftant dili- 
gence , to increafe graces (therefore he faith giving all diligence ) be- 


caufe , it will make them frwitfull in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift ; vere. 8, | a 

That is, in the comfort, & evidence of tleir intereft in Chrift, & 
happines by Chrift; whereas, the want of thefe things ; ver/e. 9.deprives 
of afflurance, & comfortable evidence; He that lackes thefe things, t 
blind ; €3c, that is, he cannot behold his evidence, & aflurance ; nor 
can he fee a farr of; that is he cannot comfort himfelfe in thoughts 
ofhis happines to come; So neither can he be comforted, by thar, 
tharis paft, He forgets that he was purged : that is, heloofeth the affu- 
rance of Juftification; ( Therefore , 1. John. 1, 7, we muft walke in 
light , & then Chrifts blond , fenfibly clenfeth from guilty) Whereas, 
elfe (though he remembers that there was fuch a thing ,and fo , 


in that fence , forgets it not, yet he cannot be comforted by the » 


remembrance of it; and therefore is fayed to forget st; as they are 


faid in Scripture; to forget Gods Commands, who (though they re- 


member that there are fuch, yet) are not ordered by them: 

And this Exhortation to provide for their comfort, by this meanes; 
the Apofile Peter, yet inforceth farther: verf. 10, 

By exprefling what itis, inits effe&s It is.a making fure their 


Calling © Election , He that gives all diligence to add to Faith, Vertue; 


and to Vertue, KnoWledge : ec. aswas before exhorted to ; doth 
but diligently make fure his Calling and Elettion ; whence will 
follow ; that they fhall sever fall ; namely into difpaiting doubts 
and queftions about their eftate ; nor into a ftate of darkenes , 
and lofle of comfort; becaufe as he adds verfe.11, 

By this meanes they fliall have an aboundant entrance minifired to: 
them ; into the everlafting kingdome of Chrift; thar is (not ment of a. 
Jocall enterance into heaven : For heaven is no where. called , the 
Kingdome of Chrif ; but the Fathers Kingdome ; Chrift refignes his 
Kingdome at the laft day of this World, 1. (orrinth. 15,24.) and 
the oppofition , werfe. 9. Thewes that, it is ment of affurance, and 


amaking {ure our Calling 69 EleE ion: 


D 3 Wherefore 


The 2, ef 
Dever. vp. 5. 
tO 12, CX- 


pounded. 


p 3% 


Why 
Chrifts 
Kinedome 
called ever. 
Jafting. 


Evangeli- 
call obeydi- 
ence, what, 


Faith In 
Chrift his 
choiceft me 
dicine agr. 
heartakeing 
himfelfe be- 
ing the mat- 
terofit: 
Therefore 
flight it not 


4e 
(Meanes 
Is contei- 
nedin the 
2.3.4. 
Verfes. 

An unfold- 
in z thetrue 
grounds of 
Chrifts de- 
parture, 


The words 
Paraphrafed 


Chri goes 
to his Fa. 
ther: 


-— ~ 
Comfort for BELER VERS, 


Wherefore ic is thus ment; that by thus doing ; ye fhall havea 
filling meafure of the joy of affurance of your eternal [alvation; which 
Joy, is fo vate, as ye muft encerir; it cannot enter into you, but yer 
ye fhall have an abwadane entrance into it; whereas if you doe not 
thus, ye fhall be debared enterance intoir; which joy of affurance, 
is the kingdome of Chrif; as Rom. 14.37. called indeed , Gods king- 
dome; that is Chrifs (asthe next verfe Shewes) given him by God the 
Father; who is allo God, as wellashis Father, 

And this Kingdome of Chrift, though in this world, and refigned at 
the laft day, is yet, as heere , fo oft elfe where, called everlafting, in 
many refpects, and heere efpecially inthis , becaufe, its joy & hap- 
pines, fhall be perfected, & fwallowed up, in the everlafting happy- 
nes of heaven: Wherefore , though ye cannot ever growe fenfibly 
yet perfue after growth & fruitfallnes; humble your foules under 
the want of ic; give not over, but make it your bufines, to prefle to 
it; renew upon a failing, your purpofes & indevors after it; ( this is 
evangelically to doe it) and you fhall obtaine ‘the evidence, & feale 
of the holy Gho/?, the joy whereof, will abundantly ftrengthen your 
hearts, againft all trouble. oe 
© Tbus Ihave inlarged my felfe unto the helping of you, to improve 
your faithin Chrift, fo as to keepe you from trouble of heart; on 
which, I have bin the larger; becaufe Chrifin the text, makes ita 
prime remedy : -And (to conclude) indeed this remedy againft 
heart-akeing ; is Chrifts choiceft medicine : (he himfelfe being the ` 
matter of it Jand therefore, not to prize, & practife it, is greatly to | 
flight Chrift himfelfe, 

‘Thus much, for the Third Adeanes, to prevent heart trouble. 

FourtH MEANES. ; 

Is conteined inthe following Verfes. 2. 3. 4. in the fcope & drift 
of them; Namely anunfolding to them, the true grounds; & rea- 
fons (and fo the ifue & effect) of that change, & trouble which was 
upon them , in his departure 5 whereby he overthrowes , all the 
caufeles feares & troubles, which thence, or frem ought elfe, arofe 
in their hearts, 

The force, & aptnes of which meanes, will be beft manifefted , 
in a paraphrafé upon the words: Thus. 

My departure from you , neede not trouble you on my behalfe; 
For I goe away from you to my Father: Neitheram Tloft, nor forft 
away, by the will, power, or mallice, of mitie enemyes; but of my 
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owneaccord I goe; and for my advantage, fo that on my bekalfe, ye A ISA 
bave caule tojoy-rather, becaufe Igoe to my Father, as Jokan. 14.28. tovbiecon 

Neither needye be troubled on your owne behalfes; For on your a 
bulines, and for your good, doe I with-draw my felfe; For, there Xci:her on 
arein my Fathers houfe, divers receptacles, for many {uch as you are; his 
which, ¿fst were not fo I Would havetonld you ere now, in as muchas my be goes a- 
Office (the faithfal Witnes and my friendship to you, binds me not one- i 
ly to fpeake nothing but truth, butalfo to reveale to you all needfull 
truth, & notto fuffer you ro be mifled with falfe hopes; Yet, though as 9 
there are many roomes én my fathers houfe, in which ye may inhabite; them. 
yecannotyet poflibly get in there, till Ihave made way; wherefore 
Lfaid even now to you, that asthe Jewe fo ye, cannot come, whither, 
Igoe : John. 13-33. Butthe end of my going away from you now 3, 
isto make way for you to come into, & havea place in, my Fathers 
houfe; Yethinke thatmy departure is for your loffe, and ye {hall be, 
as young chicks without the henn,a prey toyour enemyes;and tvat 
your hope in me, shall be fruftrated ; and that for your untruitfullnes 
under me, God removes me,to punifh you; butitis not fo: 

Theground of my departure, isforyour greatgaine; ForifIgoea- 
way topreparea place for you; then furely Zwik come againe to you to ao 
fetch youtothat place; /f/goe,much more will eome,for your fakes;ye fe 
feare that your finnes foredone, & forefeene by me tobe done, may to thar place 
keepe you from heaven, or my heart from you; & thar1 fhew it by 
thus leaving you ; and that we fhall be ever parted; butitis other- 
wife, Zdoe goe,and Z Will come,inlovetoyou, that ye €$ Imay beto- 
gether; and my departure makes way for it , with out which, (and | 
therefore for prefent ) ye cannot goe, whither Igoe: 

Nor, is this which I fay to you, alltc gether unknowne to you (for, 
it were a lender ground of comfort, to difcourfe wholy, on things wh’ch plece 
unknowne ) but ye know the place & way 1 goeto: Indeed , they did and its way 
not diftincly know (asthey object in the next words) but feminally So thomas 
and vertwally, they knew it, inthatthey knew Chrift; Who was the a 
Way , the Truth, the Life; and had the feeds of the knowledg ia 
them, and wanted not many dayes tothe pundtuall knowledg there- 
of bythe holy Ghofts comming onthem: Thus our Saviourapplied. 
himfelfero prevent their heart trouble, by fetting before them the 
true grounds,& ends of thofe things which troubled them; which all 
were good, and for their profit, & foneceflarily muft difpell the falfe, 
& {uppofed grounds , & ends, which raifed trouble in their hearts. ? 

Da i And. 
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Tig icant - Andchis meanesis as help {fullin all troubles;for there everaretuch 
foes grounds of all trouble, as may quiet, '& comfort the heart, of belee- 
tne vers; Or elfe this command, (not to be troubled in heart) were unjuk: 
there is Wherefore che finding out the grounds which may quiet & comfort, — 
el isbut the finding out the true reall grounds , and fo, difpelling , & 
iffouad our, OVer throwing all the grounds that trouble; which muft be falfe, if 

the other berrue, 


Cleared by This meanes, Jofeph uleta with his brethren; who had onely veiw- 
a ed the leffe, & inferior grounds & ends of their finneagainft Jofeph; 
~ in felling him: Namely their pride, revenge, envy; ec. whence arofe 
perplexing troubles: which he cries downe; Gene. 45.5. to 9, be not 

greived, or angry; that is, perplexingly for other greife he allowed them) 

which, to helpe them to, he fhewes them other & more cheife, ends, 

grounds , authors, effects, of that their act; then they confidered: 
Namely, Ged, for good ends, who was in the bufines, more then they, 

So thar, in comparifon, be and not they, may be faid to doe it; where- 

as, they onely looking on themfelves, as authors, and 7ofephs hurt, 

asthe end, & effect otit, were inordinately troubled. 

Every Change or Trouble which befalls Beleevers, either by Sinne, or 

Affisttions, islike the cloud twixt the [rales €$ Egiptians; It hatha 

black, & abright fide; God & themfelves or the creature, init; now 

they fhould not onely behold the black, but alfo the bright fide; 

Alfoby prc- Which that ye may doe; Ye muft fearch out the promifes, €9 experien- 
oo ces, In the one God faith and in the other God, doth, that which 
opens the true grounds, ends, & effects, of all that befalls beleevers 

by any Sinne, or Sorrow: 

Take one Promise in tead of many : (which alfo conteines, an ex- 

S N periment, and fo hath bo:h:) 1, Cor. 10.13. No tentation: that is, 
ded, either by a inne, or an affisction, and rather by finne, is heere ment ; 
for both the verfe before & after, {peaks of finne; and the whole dif- 
.courfe,is of hnne, & afflictions for inne; and fo, furely is that ment: 

James, 1. 12. Bleffed is he that indures tentations z that is, by afflictions, 

or finnes; as appeares by the next verfes, which prevent an abufe, 

which might arife from that faying; Viz. Since it is bleffed to indure 
tentation , though by finne , therefore furely itis God whotempts to 

finne: which inference, fhewes, thatthe 4poffle ment tentation by 

finne; as well as otherwife;and furely fo he meanes James. 1,2. 3. 4% 

For, there is no tentation, doth fo deject, & exercife every grace, as 

thofe of finne doe in beleeyers: Wherefore, to proceede ; Noe 
: tentation 


— — 
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tentation (faith Pawle in the 1.Cor.10,13. ) bath taken you, but What is 1. Cor, te. 
common to man ( or moderate asthe margent reads it, but) the word 2 i 
in greeke, is avtewawG» humane, or after mans manner: By 
man, meaning not all men, but beleeving man ; No beleever fhall be 
tried with any Jinne, or forrow, butis incidentto beleevers, and fo, is 
that which may ftand with their Grace, & Salvation; Foritwere no 
confolation toa beleever, to tell him he fhould not be tried asa 
Divellis;but onely as a Man may be tried:And,tke {cope being toin- 
courage them ; forashe warned them; in the former verfe, ( to the 
end, they might not prefume ) So he doth heere , incourage, that 
they might not, difpaire; And this they needed ; For they had 
bin farr tempted , and fallen to Jdolatry , whofe dreadfull plagues , 
he had fert before them; yet,to keepe them from difpaire, he fhewes 
them, how thar, tkey fhould not be tempted , but as beleevers; and 
this wouldincourage; butto be temptedasa man in general,may be, 
thatisfo, as to be ruind ; doth not incourage, therefore he in- 
tends it not fo general; as alfo appeares by what followes; that it 
fhould be fo as to beare it, & efcape; which is onely the portion of 
beleevers ; and this fhall but take them, as a tentation ; thatis, to 
try them, & doe them good; & bleffe them witha reward; as it is 
more fully, James, 1. 12. the cheife ground, & end ofit, is their 
benefite. l 
But they may be over borne, & ruind by ir? No, for there is 
none shall befall them, but whatis fitted for beleevers, to doe them 
good, & not hurt, (as the tentations doe, which take unbeleevers; 
as Saule & others) and God isingaged to ir in his faithfullness and 
therefore , will not permit a ftronger tentation, then ye can beare up 
_ under; and will, as certainely ordera way for youto efcape ruine by 
it, ashe will order to you the tentation : with the one, he will doe the 
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were able , able to beare up under, & indure ? Yes, but this is added, 
as a more fullexplication of his mind; in that he would have it taken 
notice of; that they fhould not be preft above ftrength:and fo faith 
it againe: or elfe in that the knowledge & fence of Gods making 
way for an efcape, doth firengthen the heart ofthem who are temped, 
to beare it, and not fincke under it, 

This, ye fee is a full Promifè, fhewing that good onely is intended, 
by all; Wherefore, {will fet before you, no more promifes: But 
fhewe you a few /nffancesamong many that are in Scripture : 

For the right judging whereof, obfetve this Rale; That whatever 
isthe iflue ofa trouble, & upon it, brought about by God, asthe end 
thereof; That was the cheife ground & reafon of Gods bringing on 
thattrouble; For the end ofathing, is the ground & moving caufe 
of that whereby itis brought about: Now the Scripture is full of 
Inftances of Sinnes e& Sorrowes, which befell Beleevers, the end & iflue 
ofall which, was their good & gaine; Therefore, in all chofe Changes 
both by Sinnes @ Sorrowes, Gods cheife ground & end of bringing 
them on, was that good & benefit of theirs. 

See it Firft, in fome Tryals by Affictions : Abraham was forely tryed, 
by Gods calling him to offer up ace; but the end of it was, not the 
ftripping him of himin whome was all his hope of the promife, but the 
ratifying ewice, & by an oath , the promifestohim: So that, in ftead of 
loofing (as appeared ) the promifes, he had them thereby, more furely 
then ever, fetled on him: 

jacob was oft & forely tryed, bur the ifue of every one, was a fat- 
ther revelation of God, and ratification ofthe Covenant to him: 

Jofeph was caftinto defperate hazards, when fold by his brethren , 
but the iffue ofall, was his great glory, & happines: 

job had fharpe loffes & troubles, bur the end, was, the doubling his 
eftate, honour, children, witha length of dayes, and feeing God with 
the eye, who had before, but heard of him by the eare: 

The Eveéin Adam hada great change, from incomparable happi- 
nes, toas great a mifery, but it brought fortha greater happines in- 
ftantly in the féed of the woman, then they ever hadin Adam; 

The Charch hada great loffe, in Eliah his untimely taking away, 
who might have lived muck longer; but it brought forth an Elisha 
on whom his pirit was doubled , who did twice as great, & many 
things for //rael; 

Galile, & thofe parts, hada great loffe in the fudden imprifonment 
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of John Baptist, whofe msniftry was eclipft, yea extinguifhe, before he tonn Bap- 
had preachta yeare; ( for he was bur fixe months elder, and fo began itt: 

to preach but fixe months before Chrift, and was quickly after Chrifts 
preaching, imprifonned ) But Chrift, inftantly came upon his impri- 
fonment , & dwelt & preacht in all chofe places, where Johna had; 

Johns going, made way for Chriffs comming, as the fetting of the day 

Star, doth for, the Sunnsrifing: Math. 4.12.13, Zabulon, Naphtaly, 

and thofe Sea Coafts, hadthe firft captivity of all Ifrael: 2, Kings.15.29, 

andthis paved away fortheirhaving firftthe Go/pel preackt to them, 

by Jobn & Chrif: Math. 4.12, t017: 

Againe, Chrift was taken away in his bodily prefence from his Difes- chritt his 
ples, and that made way for his /piritual prefence, which was much death: 
better to them: 

The Witneffes flaine, {hall be raifed againe to more glory & power The fayin 
tothe Churches, then ever: Reve.13,7.1 1.12, Sometime God rakes she Were S. 
away, and gives againe, as Jofeph to Jacob : Davids Wives & Goodsat Pi 
Ziklag ; and fo they are injoyed more fweerly then ever: Sometime 
God ftripps ofall comforts to be a comfort himfelfe; 2. Tim, 4.16.17. 

For he will never leave his people orphans! asthe word, in greeke; is) 
John. 14,18. be will come to them, 

And as the Changes by Afflifions; Sotheywhichcomeon beleevers Jn cafe of 
in Sinne, are fortheir good. Sinne: 

The Elet committed a great Sinnein Adam; And that brought in 
Chrifts Righteoufues © Life Eternal, of which Adam in finning wasa 
hipe or figure: Rom. 5.12.14.15,16. ESC, 

Jofephs Brethrens Sinne,in felling Jofeph, broughtabout the faving Jofephs 
them, & all their familyes from famine: Brethren 
Davids great Sinne of killing Uriah (becanfe he had defiled his pavit: 
wife)and marring hir; brought him that Salomon ; whome God had, 
long before promifed by name, to fucceed him , and build the 
Temple: T. Cron. 21. 7.00 the 11. verfe, Andthat great Sinne of num- 
bring the People, gave him to know the very place where the Temple- 
fhould be built, which he fo longed after ;as appeates by comparing 
together, t, Cron. 21.18. to the Chapters end, €$ Chap. 22.1. 2. With 

the 2. of Crom. 3.1%. 

Hezekiah came by his Sizze, to be humbled, and to know all thar Hezikiah: 
was in his heart: 2. Crow. 32. 31: 

And the Jewes were faved by their killing Chrif, Chrifts 
I Confeffe, that Sinnes make way, for Afflittions, (as all the former murder. 
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inftances fhew ) but the 4ffitionsare but fubordinate , and meanes 
to thofe great ends of good , which God by their finnes ,aimes at , & 
brings about: And the greater the Changes have bin, the greater good 
hath bin brought to them, asall the former sn/fances, doe fhew; 

Therefore the generall & cheife exd ofallthat difcipline of Zfrael, for 

forty yeates by afflictions, €3 finnes; is {aid tobe torry, and bumble, and 

doethem good at laft:as Dent. 8. 2. 3. 4.14.15.16. Yeathe finnes of 
damned ones, who have bin neare beleevers, and fo may feemeto hurt 

them; doe tendto their good;as Judas his treafon againft Chrift,ferved to 

prove to the difciples that Christ was he, who was promifed, & fo might 

confirme their fash in him: John, 13,18. 

Now, the Rea/ox of all this, is the Rice & Roote, whence all Changes 
by Stsnes, or Sorrowes, arife upon Beleevers: Which is Foure fould. 

Firft, Itis from God: Secondly, Itis from God through a Powerfull 
Decree: Thirdly, It is from God, through a Decree Everlafting: Fourthly, 
Itis from Ged, through a Covenant cf Grace: Wherefore it all muft 
tend onely to Their good. 

First, All Changes, by Sinnes, or Sorrewes, comes upon Belees 
vers from God, and his hand , I fay all Affliétions come upon them from 
God ; This is eafily and generally granted , according to the 
drift of Scripture, to raife us upto fee, & acknowleg Gods hand in 
every Affisttion ;as Amos, 3.6, 7ob.5.6.whatever inftruments there- 
ofhave bin, it comes from God: Anditis, as evidentby Scripture. 

eis no way defiled, or difhonoured theirby, neither is Sinne exte- 
nuated, orthe Sinner excufed by it, inthe leat: 

The feare of fome of thefe inconveniences , hath made Divines, 
notacknowledg fo much ofGod in fane, asis in finne, and out ofa 
feare of falling into chat error, diffwaded from , James. 1.13.16, 
They have erred on the other hand, and made Sinne , more of the 
Creature, & its felfe, and lefe from God, then itis: They grant that- 
God is willing Sinne fhould be, andthat he permits it, and orders 
circumftances about its production, and overrulesic, and bathan 
hand in, & isthe author of the phifical, or morral act, in, and with, 
which, fisne is; Butin the effence of Sinne ; thatis, the pravity, & atazy, 
the asomye, or irregularity of the act, which is the funfullnes ofit, God 
hath no hand, neither is he any axthor at all thereof; Which opinion, 
is lafe enough from the error it fhunns, and to avoyd danger it keeps 
fo farr of, that it goes wrong another way, and becaufe it would nor 
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eive to Godto much, it gives him not enough inthis, nor fo much as 
he takesto himfelfe in Scripture: and tends, yea, is neceflary, to his 
glory, and the comfort of his people: 
And what though Pelagians, Arminians, and carnal bearts,w illabufe 
this Dodrine, & barke againttir, wieh pretence that it difhonours 
God; whereas they doe not hate it therefore, ifit did fo; but becaule, 
i i heir carnal buildings; Yer! b & profelfe Bevers 
it undermines their carnal buildings: Yet letus embrace, & p are to pro- 
the truth which is after Godlines ; and not feare to fay that of Ged, pie E 
| ° . . . ° r K 
which he in his holy Booke, faith of himfelfe ; Namely, that of him, is afer 


is afrer 
and from bis.hand, is not onely the thing, that is panfall, but the Godlines: 


pravatye, an finnfallnes ofits: Gene, 45.5.8. Be not gresved, or angry 
4 with your elves, that ye fould me hither, for God fent me, & st was not 
yoH but God; This isnot ment, offome good thing befids , or 
diverfe from their Sinne ; or onely of the overruling of their 
Sinne;but, of their Sinne it felfe, the ptavitye & wickednes,of that 
their act, in felling Jofeph. À 
For though indeed, their felling him, is catled Gods fending him; yet aco 
‘tis made one, & the fame thing; that which in them was felling, Rae 
thatis, was fane, that in & of God, was fending him:and that which ps Sait 
greived them , and made them angry with themfelves; which was inion 
their fanfullnes in doingit, that he faith was Gods fending bim,and 
fo was it not they, but God; That is, Godhad more hand, then they, 
in that their. finnfulne ; or elfe it had not bin reafon enough to 
take them of from being greived and angry with themfelves, if 
they had bin the fole authors of the.eai/, and God onely of the 
ood, z e 
E So 2. Sam. 24. 1. God'was angry with Jrae/, and moved David Ma 
fiss them to fay, goe number the people: It muk be the fnnfullnes E 
of Davidsact, which God had the hand in, becaufe he had the 
hand in that, which was againft Jrael, (that is brought, mifery on 
Jfrael, and that was onely the finufullnes of that a& )and it was that 
which God moved to, ont of anger againft Jrae/, to bring on them 
an Affliction, and that could onely be the Sinne : Noris it more ex- 
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argaments For the evencing whereof; Confiderthefe rguments,( befids the 
to prore it, Voice of God, in Scripture: ) : 
I.Gods will  Firft, Gods Will  Pleafure , is the Wombe that conceived’, and 
acei whence /prings, every Worke of the Creature, whatever it be, whither 
vedevery itbegood, orbad; as they are (thart is, continue } for bis pleafare, Reve, 
taimii MANSY they fo doe & worke, becaufe it is his pleafure , they fo 

| ould doe; the frf reafon (and that which determines all, ) why the 
Tea wled Creature Sinnes, mult be, becaule Gods will was, that it fhould fune? 
thould finne For who hinted to God; or gave advice by counfellto him, to let the 

Creature finne? wasit nochis owne device, counfell, & will, that it 

fhould fo be? did any necethity arifing upon che creatures being, en- 
Thacploted forceitrhat finne muftbe ? could not God have hindred finneifhe 
it, before, : . 
che creature WOuld? might he not have kept man from finning, as he did fome of 


was, the Angels? Therefore it was his device,& plott, before the creature 


verwishow Was; that there fhould be finge; And what incongruitye isit, that 
socongrnity Gods Will & Pleafure fhould firt laya ground worketo bring forth 
hinne? Forwhatis Stwne bur an effect €9 difcovery of the Weakenes €3 
mutability of the reafonable creature ? Wherefore, Gods Unchangableses, 
isalledgedin oppfition tothe creatures faning, & finnfull tempting 
to finne , James. Y. 03, 17. (as we shall more fully fhew anon ) becaule 
Sinne, as itis fine, ariferh from mutability & weaknes: Now what 
tts neceffa. incongruity isit, forthe Creator to Will, and order it, thar the (Feature 
ry,tegive fhall fhew ses felfe, and its owne fhame? Yea, isitnot neceflary thus 
A #0 give to God the fir/? band in contriving, & willing the Creatures 
coutriving. fyse; Becaufe, moft of Gods greateft workesin this World, and the 
everlafting World, te come, depend on the Creatures Sinne 5 and 
it is by Sinne, that moft of Godsglory,in the difcovery of his Ateributes, 
dotharife ; wherefore muftitnotbe faid & thought, that bis Will firit 
and cheife, was inthe providing this meanes & way for all thole bis 
ends? Isthere anything by which, God fo ferves himfelfe, ( except 


Chrift) as by Sinne? Therefore cerrainely it li mach, to 


bring in Sinne by acontingent accedent, meerly from the Creature, 

andepdeny Godan hand & will, in its being, & bringing forth, 
2. Thegree Secondly; there is mach good comes by Sinne; yea, the greatef good; 
Se sither 1 GEE fon? (he aahei re GEE A glory (the manefeftations of God ) or the Creatures 
Sinne. _ bappynes (in all that erernall glory through Chrift. in heaven ) it ts 
Bea. stony brought about by Simne: Which good effects, however 
Orthe Crea. they excede their vexe canfe, namely Sinne, & the Creature, they are 


os -no thanketo them ; Yet they are level with, their cheife & firft 


puaatlsa 
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| sane, God, & his Wildome , Power, Love; and doe fhew, that be, 
with thofe bis Attributes, had an head, Will es hand, in Sinne ; or elfe 
they could never have wrought {ach good effeđts : Thus Jofeph , 
feemes to reafon ; in the place forenamed: Gen. 45.5.8. becanfe 
good came of their fune, therefore it was God, that was the author of it; 
The Creature feperate from God (asitisin finning) can produce no 
good ; yet the Creatures Sinne doth produce good, therefore God hath 
alfo an hand inthe finne of the creature, afwellas the creature: 

And however,God may be thought,to take up the (Features Sinne, 
after itis committed, or forefeene to be cõmitted, or bring about, or 
decree to bring about good by it, without having a Will afore hand 
unto the being of it; Yet, (ifwee well confider ) this cannot be in 
God,who fois in his Wil,the ground ofevery thing,in the Creature, 
both its ftanding,& falling;as that he muft fir(t wid, the Creature fhall 
ftand, or fall, beforethe Creature can doe either; andthe Creature 
therefore falls & finns, becaufe ha Will before was, itibould fo doe; 
and this he willed, as a meanes to all thofe great, & gcodends, which 
thereby he did bring about;and what is it but the pravity, & finfullnes 
ofthe act, and not the actit felfe, as it is good, naturally, or morally, 
whereby God brings abour thofe his many, great,& gocd ends:there- 
fore he muft well the finfudlnes it felfe,and be its author, asawife man, 
is of the choyceft meanes, by which he brings about his cheifeft ends. 

Thirdly, its as sxcongr#ous, and ssconvenient,to make God have an 
hand, €$ will, and be the author of, the afflictions of the (reatures, as of 
the finnes, onely there is a gradual difference : Sinneisindeede worfe 
infinitly, then Afflictions; yet both, are truely alike inconvenient 
tobe fathered on God: 

For, what are 4ffitctions in refpe&t of the Creature? They are dif- 
orders Ofthe Creatures fecond well being, which ftands in peace & 
bappynes, and an eclipfe of thar his glory, And what are Sinnes , in 
re{pect of the Creature? buta diforder of the Creatures fir? & cheife 
well being, which ftands in vighteou/nes,and an eclipfe of that his glory; 

both of them,a ficknes, & a difturbance of pure nature; tke onein 

 morrals the other in naturals; the one hurts more ( namely Sinne) in that, 

it cutts of from God; the. other hurts lefe (namely Affiftions) in that, 
> they cutt of from fome perticular geod, yet they beth burt the Creature. 

Againe, Confiderwhatare Affictions in regard of God? they reach 

him not, they impeach not his eternal bleffednes which from himfelfe, 

arifeth ro himfelfe, though the creature be ever{o miferable; God is as 
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being in, & of himfelfe: whome fue cannot hurt, as 7ob.3 5. 6.For 
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happy, as he ever was ; as the Sunne is as glorious as ever, though the 
Earth, it fhines on, be ever fo diftrefled ) yea, & God getts glory by 
the creatures mifery, for thereby, as by a foyle, his Immutable Bleffednes, 
is better fer of, as allo his Holynes, Juftice, Truth in threats &c. But yet, | 
all dffsttions are again{t Gods heart, becaufe againft the Creatures — 
eood, and their diforderis init: It isa difturbance of hisworke, and 
it isagainft, & unfuicableto, that mercifullnes which is in, a Creator 
to his Creatures, fo that, there is an eclipfe of Gods luftre & glory 
though , not he, but the Creature, loofe thereby (as not the Sunne, 
but the Earth, loofeth by the eclipfe of the Sunne ) his goodes, and 
his Creators parentlike (even Father & Mothers ) bowels are ob{cured, 
and not manefetted; [o that his manefe/tative glory; the Glory which 
he fhould have bya manefefation from the Creature, is ob{cured; 
Wherefore, the Lord in Scripture profefleth, even of Affittions 
(afwell, as of Sinnes ) that they are not with be will, or from he heart | 
asthe word is interpreted after the original; on the matgent, Lam,3, 
33.foelfe where: He Wils not te Neate’ Sinner: and he confirmes- 
it with an oath : to fhew that he is ferious, reall, & deepeinit:and ` 
that his heart, isin very deed, not for, or with the Afflictions, of his — 
Creature; and yet, the Scripture, making God, to have an hand, & 
will, in Afficctions, and to be the author of them; Itisteadily granted 


of all hands, that he is fo; And why may it notbe fo granted, that 


he is of Sinne ? | 
‘For Confider now alfo, what are Sinnes in refpect of God? Let me 
now,nallifie Siaze,and make it nothing, but tri#mph over it, asa fha- 
dow of great appearance, whilft I difcourfe of it in reference to belee- | 
vers, and in compare with Godsas he isin, & of himfelfe, without the 
Creature ; though elfe, in other refpects; itisas reallas any thing, & < 


reference. to Creatures, is in beauty, & goodnes ; fo farr, as an of- 
{pring of a Creature, can come ina parallel witha Creator(s the 
abafement, & torment, which Chrift, who is God:man , indured, 
plainly fhewes } yet may Sinne be triampht over, as nothing: both as 
compared with the Workes of the Three Perfons in Trinity, about it( as 
we shal heare heeteafter)as alfo compared, in its owne berag, with Gods 


Sinne, is but the weaknes of Gods creature, its mutability ; by which 
his trength & unchangablenes, isas by a foyle, better fet of; Canitbe 
any thing to God, his impeachment, that his Creatureis frayle ? Can 


he be 
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he be a God, and impeacht’by anything? Yea, doth not Sine occa- 
fion the manefefation of many, yea molt, of his Ateribates? Indeed 
Sinne doth eclipfe Gods manefeftative glory : That Glory, which he 
fhould have from the Creature rife up to him, upon his manefefta- 
tion of himfelfe, that is much loft by fame; Itburyes, & hides that 


glory of God; it fights againftir; finnes egainft Gods heart; ascontra- ¢ 


ryto his o-wne image ; and the diforder of his whole worke-manfhip; 
and the tuine of his creature; andthe theefe which fteales away his 

lory: Andinthisis Sizses vilenes, and heerein, it is incomperably 
worfe,then Affirclions, But yer, it hurts God no more,then an eclipfe of 
the Sunne, hurts the Sunne ; whichis nothing: The Sunne fhinesas 

loricufly,but the Earth beholdsir nor,and fo hath net the comfort 
andbenefirof its influence: Sothar, all the evid cf Sinne towards 
God, isnoratall to bim, in his owne Effentiall Blefednes, but in his 
Glory which fhould arife to bins from the Creature, forthe good of the 
Creatures Which Glory, as heis Creator, is his end, and mof deare to 
him (asa wife mans end is, becaufe elfe, his workeis in vaine) 
Wherefore he profefleth his barred againflall Sane; and that he hath 
no Will to it, Hasdin it, noris the Author of it; And yet, he may,as 
truely & fafely have a Wik, & Hand in, & bethe dathor of , Siunes,as 
of Affistisons, 

And itmay beteadily granted: Namelyina diverfe refpea, & dif- 
ferent confideration: Even as they fay,to diftinguith Ju/ice, from 
Revenge, in one & the fame punifhment, inflited ; 7ufice dothir, as 
itis good ( Sub ratione Boni) and is moved to willit, as it is good; hath 
goodeffetis: But Revenge dothicas it is evil ( Sab ratione Mak) and 
is moved to willit, as it is bad, and hath si efes, namely hurts the 
perfon; Juffice alfo refpects a publique goo" ; but Revenge looks one- 
ly to the perticular hurt of that perfon ; So God Wits, and is the 4#- 
ther of Aftiittrons, an d Wills not, nor is the Author of Affittions: He 
wills not Afflaiions, fiesply, and abjolatly, as they be the Creatures hurts 
Forthat is againft his: Nature( which is Mercy )and his Relation; 
who is their Creatorand Parent, both Father & Mother, 

Neither doth he infli& them, till he ismoved by fome end, and 
confideration, which prefents greater good, both in regard of his 
owne Glory, and his peoples good, then there ishurt, by the Afii- 
om; Therefore, (as was {aid before ) He fweares he defires not the Sinners 
death ; Thatis, onely as, and becaule, it is his dearh; having no other 
or greater moving caufe, then the Sinners ruine; (As the crael 
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Tirant, who defired the death of the Veftal Virgins, onely-asadeath, 
and their mifery, and for thar end, appointed them-to be ravifhr, & 
then puttodeath, becaufehe could not putthem to death, unles 
they were deflowred) Wherefore the deftruction of Sinners, confi- 
dered thus ; asic is evillto them , is of themfelves: That is; their 
weakenes, & mutability working them to fisae; they expofe them: 
felvesto ruine; Which rains God wils €§ works, as it is good , for his 
glory,and his peoples good: Yea, better thenif the Sinners were not 
ruind: Andthus God, is brought on to Affiét , by a-further end 
then the mifery it felfe: Wherefore as to Chri? in a more tranfcen- 
dent way : as he was his Felow, and no finnerin himfelfe , he’ would 
nor, nor could, afflict him ; wherefore his Sword flept: ‘Yer, on other 
confiderations, as he was the reprefentation of allhis Ele ; and a 
Sinner by imputation : he willd to ftricke him,and therefore awake his 
Sword; Zach: 13.7. So,isit, in regard of all e4ffliclions, He walls 
and works them; And he wills & works them nor; in feveral refpects: 
As Evills fimply,and on no other confiderations phe wills them 
not, nor worksthem, bur it is the Creatures owne harveft which 
he fowed ; Burasthey tend to, & produce high& great good effects: 
There is no evill of mifery, but God dothit. DR. i 
n.. Even thus, is it in regard of Sinnes: In fome Refpetts,.€9-Confidera- 


fpects, God Hons; God neither doth,norcan, will Simnesor have any hãdin it,orbe 
wills not, 


hte 1. Asitonely {prings from an evill Roote, & tifethup ona weake 
incomes orevillGround; Tharis, asthe mind is moved'to fine, ouvof an 
sor A e evill inbred principle of inherent Luft , or from)a concomitant 
weakenes, & mutability of Nature; So God, is not moved to will, 
or worke Sinne, for that argues an imperfect, & polluted Nature; 
Butthus, the Divell & Man, wills & works Sinne: And this is the 
Jam 1.1310 Crue {cope & fence of that; -James t. 13.001 8, God doth:not fo, or 
13 explain- on (uch grounds & refpects, tempt or move any man.todinne , as te 
ti be moved thereto froman inward principle of finne, or of «weaknes, 
and mutability; therefore he faith; Verfe,13. God cannot be tempted 


With evik 
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with evil, nor tempt any man: Tharis,as ic isevill, and fuitesan evill 
principle within him; fo God is not tempted, nor tempts; But thus; 
man tempts himfelfe Ferfi. 14,15. being moved from anevill prin- 
ciple ofluft, within him ; which fhewesthat this isthe Apofiles (cope, 
to fhew that onthefe grounds, & refpects, God is not moved to will 
and worke Sinne; So that hedenyesitnotto God abfolutely, but on 
thefe grounds; which farther appeares; Becaufe, Verfe. 16,17. the 
error he confutes is, Thar Ged (hould tempt to Sinne,as it is Sinne, an | 
evill & foolifh thing, pleafing out of aninhezrent weaknes, & muta- 
bility ; For thus to will & worke Sinne onely; he prooves God canot, 
becanfe all good is of him, as a Father, therefore he cannot fend forth 
evill: and he hath no Variablenes, whereas all Sinne , as Ssane, rifech 
from the mutability of the Creature: Hence our Saviour refers Sinne 
as itis an evill,to an evill rice, & ground, & roote: (Mat, §, 37+ all 
thacis of Evil, & fo Evill: But now if there bea Ground on which 
Sinne may be willd & wroughr, thatis not from Evill, ora W eake- 
nes, & Mutabilicy, moving Godto Will & Worke its God may Wil, 
and Worke it, notwithftanding this faying of Jame, 

2. God neither hatha Will,or Handin Sinne; AsSinne is moved , yorasit 
ro, or effected by a Meanes that is Naughr, namely by tellinga Lye, is effeded, 
orany fuchway ; for thisis evillinthe doer: Therefore ; when God reper Ne 
willd that Akab fhould finne, in going to Ramoth Gilead ; he would 
not by lying per{wade him to it; but askt who of his evill minzifers 
would doe it, andone ofthe Divels undertooke to doeit, by filling 
his Prophers with lyes, fo as to bea Lyar in them (/wilbe a lying Spi- 
rit;) Thus God neither doth, nor can ać any ill meanes to bring a- 
bout finne; Asthe Divel did to draw Eweto finne by beguiling her 
wit lyes: Though God may will it fhallbe done by them that are 
CYLL i 

3. As Sinne onely refpects fome appearing Good , but reall Evill 3. Neirser 
Ends; Namely Gods difhonour&the Creatures hurt: So God nei- oii ed: 
ther can,nor will, either Will, or Worke it, forthen ke Should be 


. In thefe ro 
21, 1. Satan flood up againft, Ifrael, € provoked David te number the ‘ects. 
People: Thatis; Saranfroman evill mind; by evill meanes, to an e- Satan is: 
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ters And fo alfo, itis of our owne hearts(wherefore David chargeth the 
Inwhatke, Sione wholy on himfelfe, & not on God: 1.Cro#.21.17,) as was bes 


{pects God fore fhewed; Jame. 1.13,1-4.15, Burnow; all chis notwithftanding, 
ae wis as there are good Rafpects on which, Sinne may be Willd 63 wrought, Lo 
of Sine, God may be, the Author thereof, As. 
pee 1. Sinne may be Willd & wrought, fiom good Principles, €3 Grounds, 
` of Wufedome, Power, Soveraignty, Holynes, to {ett up onely himfelfe: &cs 
2. Bygcod : 2, Sinne may be Willd €9 Wrought by good Meanes, namely,a wife & 
Meanss+ holy ordering things foas fhall draw forth & difcover the Creatures 
mutability & weakenes, anda leaving the Creature roir, beingno 
way tyed to fuperadd anafliftance, & ftrength againftit , as Sinne was 
brought about in Adam & Eve; and after Sinne isin; then by leaving 
the heareto its owne luft, and by wife & holy difpenfations & pro- 
vidences, to turup thofe lufts, notby any thing ın the providence, 
but through the luftic felfe abufing fuca providences ; as Sinne is 
brought about now, fince the Fad, 

3. Sinne may be wild €9 wrought, for good Ends: Viz. The fhew- 
ing the Creatures weakenes, as by a foyle to fet of the Creators 
glory; and the gaining more glory to God, and geod to his People: 
( Thus God is laid to move David tc number the people, 2. Sam, 24. vin 
jtheferefpects, asin the other; the Dével is faid to doeit :and under 
thefe confiderations, Sinne i good (as poyfon may be for phifick, and 
as the killing amalefactor by a law ) and as good as other things ; & 
may as comelily be wild, and be brought about by God, and have hins.. 

for its Avthor; as anythingelfe: ` 
and thus ic Yea, in truth, it is moft Congraous that He fhould be its Author; 


as co Forwhome becomes it fo well,as the Chetfe/? Good, to bring about . 


z. By gool, 
Ends, 


Goltobe the Greatest Good, by the Greate Evill;and' who fo fitly , as the Jma | 


tts Author 


mutable, Strong God, can bring our, the Weakenes & Murability of | 
the Creature? Thusye fee, ehattrue Reafon, &the Scripture; ex- - 
clude not God from being in any re/petts, the Willer & Author of Sinne; - 
But from being it in Evill Refpects; Andasithath Good Refpects, it is 
fathered on him, the Father of all Good: Therefore when 7o/eph carried 
his Brethrens Sinne to God; he inftanceth onelyinthe good ends & 
effetts; which their Sinne had: For fo , & onely fovit belongs ro God; 
And God may glory afmuch,in this bis plor,& handy worke of Sinze, 
asinany thing that is from him ( except Jefus Chrifi ) it doth fo be- 
come him, & advance him , & his people. | 
And thus; I- have fhewed the Fir? Ground of cye 


—— — — Ai 


ry Change, which 


: 
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| befalls Gods People, either by Sinnes, or Sorrowes, Itis Ged, his Hand, 
and Will, are in it: Yea, let me add this, before I end this Confi- 
deration. 


God is more in their Sinnes €$ Sorrowes , then theythem/elves are, So), Col. 
much that implies Gene. 45- 5,8. Nosyon , but God; That is, not fo Jpeicevers 
much You, as God: God, on good confiderations, had a greater will ,{&innes and 
€S hand in it, then you: Therefore in Davids numbring the people, = ‘theme 


God, and not He, is made the ground of it, 2. Sam. 24.1. God on 
good Grounds, though he alfo, in evill Refpects was in itas he con- 
fefleth: Yet God was fo much more, that he drowned him in com; 
patifon: For. d 
1, God firft Willd, and broughtitabout, i, 
2, He might have prevented it , but they coul&nor, though yer, 
as it wasevill, they did it freely, and of their owne accord,and againtt 
his revealed will. 
3- God had more,& greater, and more generall ends of their Sinne, j. 
then they,wlo onely aimed at a perticular fatisfying aluft of Envy & 
Revenge : But God aimed at much Good , for them, and many: 
and moved more ftones to effe& the workeé, then they who wrought 
ina fmall compaffe. l 
g. Andlaftly , Godsgoodend, fwallowed up their littleevill end; 4». 
more good, then bad came of itto Jofeph , themfelves , and others: 
Therefore , it was God more then they ; for of ‘him is all good: 
Wherefore lec Beleevers, be humbled godlily for their Sinnes; and - 
then be quiet without perplexing greife, or anger with themfelves, 
For Gods hand, €$ good ends, arein their Sinnes, €§ SorroWes, more 
ea evill hearts, and fhall prevaile ta Gods glory , and their 
ood, A T 
uach tor the Ffl Rice €? Ground. of all Changes , which 
befall Beleevers through Sinne or Sorrow; They all are of God, and 
his hand. : : 2 
SECONDLY, All Changes by Siune or Sorrow which befall  Riee. 
Beleevers , come from Ged bya Decree PoWerfull; Thatis, a Work- They all 
ing Decree; he hath fo refolved and decreed it as that bis hand and eee 
power concurs, to effect ir, al “et 
In regard of Troubles €9 Afficctions , this is faid. expreffely Zeph. side. 
2,2. [here was a Decree pregnant; which conceived, & bred Trouble Afàt@ionsi 
Se, ; and was ftrong and able, to bring it forth , and not 
bal Carry, 


Arguments, 


26 


— -S = Sooalo- 
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Se Sinnes, : Soalfo; For Sinnes; eAfls, 4.27.28. That Anne of the 


i N irs in erscif- 
ing Chrift :. All tbat whieh they did fianfully againft Chrift ; is faid to 
be determined before, by Gods counfel & hand; Thatis, a Decree 

` that was concurring in Power to effec whatit determined : Yetis not 
` this any excufe tothe Sisner or extenuation of the Sinse; For, asitis 
| faid of Affyria Ifa, 10.7. he thinks not fo: he eyes not this Decree of 
| i- Godin his Sinning, nor ishe moved bya refpect to it; but he doth it 
ses out of his owne evill heart. 4 yay , 
> - THIRDLY, All Changes upon Beleewers, by Sinnes,ot Sorrowes, 
Rice. (come te thems from God, by an Everlaffiag Decree; Even by that Erer- 


They all - \øal Love, & Counfel,in & by which they were ordained to Life Eter- 
Golonthe, wal: Therefore, Habac. 1.12, the Prophet incourageth himfelfe a 
b ai Ever- joainftthe great sion of the Babilonian (aptivity, by this, ‘that 
lating De. os i A | EY 3 y 3 t 
cree Gods Decreehad or ained them forthat end; and therefore the ifue 
hould be their good ; and not their ruine (We {hall net dye ) and fergs 
AfaiSons . (204 before him, as a God from Everlafiing ; and his God; that is, 


is God from Everlafting, And why dothhe inftance in this Attribute 
of Everlafsng ? Burto intimate; that Ged being from Ever/afting, & 
fo all Ass Decrees being from Everlaftsng; among which., this was 
one, of thar their great AffliGtion by the Babilonsans; therefore they 
fhould norbe hurt, or ruini by it: And when Chrif, is called the 
Everlaffing Father: Ifa, 9. 6..[t{eemes to be ment, not onely that from 
Everlefting Decree had defingd the Second Perfon , as incarnate, to 
make all things; & as it were begete them ; but more {pecially , to be 
a Father to the Elect; and fo asa Father to chaftife them with afflidti- 
ons; Heb.12. 5. 6, 9: which Affisttions allo muf be by the fame Ever- 
lafing Decree appointed outtothem: Wherefore, Chrif ; 4.63.16. 
lis called their Father, who from Exerlaffing had this Name; their Re- 
deemor : For [o itis read on the Margent., & leemes tobe ment; Now, 
as their redemption ; {o their miferyes multbe Decreed from Everlafting: 
or fo furely, Chrift as a Redeemer, hath bin in Gods account; from 
: bd but Even thole goings forth, Mica, 5.2. & not onely,his Gods 


eads ; butthole. W orkes of his, as. Incarsate , towards the Creature: 
W orkes: without ; as the phiale of goings forth; implies. 

—  — Andasall Sorrowes,So all Sinnes of Beleevers, ate derertnined-by 
ah ee Gods. Eternal Decree, How oft, How many, How great; For, if Christ i 
at rth (from Everlafixg bé their Redeemer and went forth to Save thems; It i 

* O Iwas fic, & cheifely from Sinna; then muft from Everlaffing the Sinnts 
e lett downe from whence he Should fave them; as it ‘is certaine 


m they wete 


i 
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they wete, becatife when ‘he accomplifhe the Decree, and by dying-on 
the Grofe, actually redeemed them; then Ad their Sinnesmett on him, as = Se 


it is Wa. 53. 6.read onthe CMargent; Now-none wert en him theres upon the 
Croffe, 


but what were Detreed forhimto remove, when he was deftinated Ce nl 
thacwworke; which was from Everlafiing: For Adam in his fal, © ene 

e = Gi 3 4 $ l F 3 ‘fo 
finning, wasa Figure; or-Tipe of Chriff, taking away Sinse Reme5+\4+ him to re- 
ro the Chapt.end: Therefore Chriftstaking away Sinnes, was decreedbe- move. 
fore Adam , or the World was, (and fo from Everlafting )or tow 


could Adam tipifie him, ifhe were not before intéded to that worke? 


oe Me ee 


Andthe Reafon, and Ground, and further Evidence ofallthis»is: 4 further, 
Becaufe, by the fame Decree thar ferts downe the End, are allthe Grout, 


Fowr pa Ly, All Changesupon Believers by Sinse, ot Sora) 4) 
Rice. 

They.all 

come from 


God,on thé 
through A 


nothing elfe, but thegatvering togeather, & revealing with an‘cbli- 
gationte them, to performe, whatever were hisEternal Purpofes ia 
Himfelfe, concermng Beleevers; Wherefore, all chat is Decreed con» 
cetning them, is exhibited tothem, through ef Covenant of Grace; 
which cannot bur feafon it, & make ic wholfome to them ; however 
pernicious it be to oters. : 
4 Thus- 
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afdigtions. Thus all edffittions come through .4 Covenant of Grace andate 

expreft in it, P/al.8 9.32. 33.34. For they be fatherly chafifements for 

good, and tokens of Love, to which the Covenant binds God Heb.12, | 

7.10, Whence itis that God is called the serrible God, keeping Covenant 
€$ Mercy, Nehe. 1. 5. Becaufe his Covenant for Mercy, is to Affistt. 

And fo, all che Sinnes which Beleevers are left to, they are through | 

& becaufe ofthe Covenant of Grace, left to them; and the Covenant | 

implies a difpenfation of finningto them, as well as other things: | 

For though the Covenant, exprefle not their being lefeto Sinne: Yet, 

itimples their fining; forits {cope is; that God as a Father will Eda- 

. | cate €§ Nurture them up fo, as {hall ficthem for his Iuheritance of Glory: 

Now by Sinnes are they as much nuresred, €5 fitted for Heaven;as by 

eich a lany thing elle: Wherefore, by vertue of, and through his Covenant | 

futs them: |of Grace, doth he leave chem to, more, or fewer, lefle, or greater, 

Kor service SINNES aS may beft nurture them up, even as he'fitts them for fervice 

| lin this World, by leading them into Sinnes; as he did Peter to con= 

| firme the weake; by leaving himtochat Sime, Luke 22.12 with 34s 

157. And David to beare ourto tre World, hes fure mercyes in Chrifi: — 

* Ya.s5.3.by leaving bim & bis houle, to many & great Sinnes:as 2. | 

( Sam. 11, becaule elfe the furenes of the Mercy, had not appeared; had 


So all their 
Sinnes, 


they not finned extraordinarily: -> 


ox 


For deve.) Sohe fires alfo for. the Glory in Heaven; by their various faning 
| heere: Notonely as Sinnes make way for Afflélions. but alfoasthey | 
| make way. for Gods free. Grace, Chrifls Mercy, and the exercife of di- 
| verfe Graces; As that Sinne of the Charch of Corrinth did 2.Cor. zet O.11. | 
And whoever obferves Gods manner in nurturing up bis Children | 
| for Heaven, he will find thatthe moft ufuall wayesofhis Art, therein 1 
| lyein leaving them.co Sines or_Affisttions , or both; For, J 

c. They ery)  Firh , Sinnes € Afflrlions , are a trvall of Faith; fictions try out 
their Faith: Faith in Gods Love, that he fhould Affı and Love; as fobs Faith was 
ee ecryed; 7 bough he Kill me yeti wid truh in him: And chey:try-out Faithin © 
Gods Love, his Mercy, when he fo rakes vengance on our iniquities, to teleeve 
Mercy, him mercefull,and that he hath forgiven: Pfal.og8. And they try our 
Jattice Faithin his Zu/fice; whilft he fo aftlidts the good, and letts the wicked 
So Sinnes profper; asit is inthe P/almes. J 
“lem _ Andas 24 ffiittions area tryall of our Faith; So are our Sinnes zand 
n Chritts TE” e F ; d 
Blood, that much more then Aflillsons : Theytry our Faith in Chrifts Blood, 
ial foran Atonement, Pfal.5 1.2.7. They try our Faith in.Gods Unchang- 
abina ablenes that he will not caftusof though we sisne; according as the 


{ P fat? a 
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About their Sionee eT 


Covenant runes, P/al.89, 31.32.33. They try our Faithinthe Promi- 
fes of Perfeverance, & Vitlory, over Sinne, when yet we find it captive 
us;as Panles faith fhewed it felfe, Rom.7.23,24,25, 

Now this Tryall of Faitu, by manifold tentations; as 1.Pet.t. 6.7. 
that is both by Tenrations through Sinnes , & Sorrowes; is fora feafon 
needfull: Even, whilftwe are in zørtare; in as muchas it tryesFaith; 
Asthe fire doth the gold, that is to be ufed in {peciall things: Which 
uyall of Faith over, & above befids the Faith ir felfe; will be profi- 
table, atthe laft day ; and therefore, is at the prefent of more price & 
vertue to us, then gold, which peritheth in this World. 

Secondly, Sinnes €9 Affiittions,are as feeds ofan harveft of Joy at the 
laftday: edfflictions arethe ground worke of Joy, Pfa/.126.5.6.as 
the Babilonion Captivity ( their {poke of) was of that great ioy ; and 
fo Heb, 12 11. even though they be inflicted for Sinne, asthe fore- 
mentioned were; For God forgives & removes the 4ffittion: Pfal, 
103. 3. /4.38.-7, Yea, and they Comfort, at the laft day, as the harda 
nes Ofthe Sea voyage, doth in the haven; andthe danger of the fight, 
doth in the triumph; Reve.7.13.14. And Sinna, however, for the 
moft part, they firft occafion trouble,yer they tend to,and in the end, 
bring forth tbe more Joy, ; both heere, whilft God forgives them, and 
fheds abroad his Joy with his Forgivnes; giving not onelyeafe, by 
fetting againe the bones he broke, but alfo making them to rejoyce 
Pfal. şs 1.7.8. David never joyed more, then after bis reconflement to 
God.upon thofe horrid Sinnes of Adultry & Murder, and that ofnum- 
bring the People: For after the former he-had Salomon given him 
(Wwhome the Lord fent,& called beloved of the Lord 2,Sa.12.25.& was he 
whome God had named to build the Temple as ye heard before ; and 
afrerthe other finne he had the place of the cemple,{hewed him; & liber- 
ty to prepare for its building which greatly joyed his foule;there being 
nothing to which hes heart wét forth in fo much defire as to Gods houfe, 

And indeed Gods people need more Joyes after Sinnes, then after 
Ajflittions, becaufe they are more caft downe by them; and therefore 
God uleth Sinnes , as meanes by which he leades in his Joyes unto 
them in this World: And alfo inthe World to come; their Sinnes 
yeild them great Joyes; Indeed, in fome refpects , they fhall joy moft 
atthe laft day, who have leaft finned; But in other re{pects, they have 
moft joy who have moft finned, ( For finne they little or much , they 
all fhall exter into Joy, at lat) whilfi the free Grace, and rich Mercy, 

ofGod the Father; the Merrit, & Love- of God the Sonne; the Power 
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ofthe indwelling holy Ghoft in them; fhall the more fhine forth; — 


how muchthe more Sinnes have bine within them; and Fairhwillthe _ 
more Trytiph in & withthe Trophes of fo many the more Victoryes 
over the guilts of Sianes, and keeping upunder the more continued 
affaults of powerfull Sinnes. 
3, Godis 3. By Sinnes €F Affhitions,Godis the more made manifeltto. them; 
thenehy o ~ Even, all his Goodnes is made co pafe before thene Exo.3 3 .19. Thatis, all 
manifett ro his eZriribntes: as Exodus, 34.6. his Soveraignity to doe what he will, 
inal with whome he will; whilft ke leaves them to any SorroWes, or Sinnes, 
bures, ‘4. Sami3 18. Exod,33. 19, alledged, Rom 9,15. Hehardens whome he 
will; So his /uftice & Mercy: more fauftice,in that the more they finne, 
the more he takes of Chrif: Rom, 3, 26. he ts Juft ,afwellasa /uffifier: 
And more Mercy, in pardoning more tothem, And fo his Trath is 
manifeft ; in amore full making good his threats in punifhing them 
for Sinnes; or his Promsifes in pardoning more Sinnes, 
Be aoc Now this feing Gods backe parts, doth greatly nurture, and fitt for 
greatly nur- heaven, many wayes, which I need not mention, they are fo obvi- 
tare them, OS: Thus then, the Changes through Sinnes & Affittions,{erving fora .. 
nurture c education of Belcevers unto heaven, itis, matter of Joy te 
them, when They fall into divers temptations, James. t. 2, Yea, 
So hare all Joy; Itsaphraife, I find notagaine ufed in Scripture ; Itis more then 
maner of all to fay; much, or great joy; for ir implyes chat what ever kind, or dee 
Joy: gree of joythere isswe fhould take it up to joy in this thing;(as the like 
ee. pbrafe,isuledin the like fence, for Prayer: Eph. 6.18.) which fhewes 
that there is more then ordinary caule of Joy , im thefe Tryalls of 
Beleevers, Lome of which, he inftanceth in: F’erfe.3,20 6. For thele 
Tryalls, ave of their Faith (as ye heard before) which yeilds a future 
. gaine,anda prefent proffit alfo : for Faith tryed, brings forth Patience; 
and doe but let Patcence have hir perfet worke , & ye [hall beintire, & 
lack nothing: Entiresthe greeke word dacxaveu-l find not elfe where uf- 
ed in Scripeure;but 1,7hef. 5.23 chat which is incregal with allics parts, 
which hath all charisallotred it whichis pofleft of your whole lot,por- 
tion, or inheritance ; Yetthere is added another word (as ifthis were 
not full enough Jand Jack wothing; or rather lacking in nothing: Asif by 
the Tryall of Faith through feveral Tentations, Patience may be wrought 
up to fach a perfection; asthat they fhould have their fall portion 
of Grace & Glory given them into their hand: 
And whereas, they may fay, but whois Wife enough fo to improve 
patience; he prevents it; faying to thiseffe&: Thus to dee is indeed 


Wife me 


~ Y 
ehout their Sinnes €$ Troubles. SI 


wifedome , which any man may lacke, but if he aske it; hef hall have its Jo 
and fo may doe thethings, and become fully poffeft ofall bis portion, 

and inheritance; and therefore may well joy withall 7oy, when he is 

fallen into diverfe tentations; This indeed is nota matter of fence; 

therefore faith the Apoffle count it; or fuppofe,and thinke it fe iyione Ses 

Let this be your leading thought ofall other thoughts, and let this 

thought leade youraftedtions;{o much the word may implye jyvoxode 

Wherefore, Verfe. 12. he fayth, They are bleed that indure, thatisin- Verle,12. 

dure fo as to fay it out, and not give over; Fort he when he ts tryed ( or as 

the words in greeke are ) being become one tryed, as mettall in the 
furnace, {hall receive the Crowne of Life; which implyes that till he is 

thus eryed, he isnot meete; and this¢ryad makes & difcovers him to be 

meete to receive the Crowne; which Crewsethough it be the fame for 

{ubftance: -Yer itis divers in degrees, & circumftances, unto which 

feverals, they are fitted by feveral tryals; God being ferved on them, 

in pardoning more to them; or in their being more fancified, or 

afflicted. 

And thus ye fee, how God the Father hath made usable to tryumph vhe three 

over finne, as nothing: Evenasthe other Tiyo Perfons alfoinableusto Perfonsin 

doe, in afeveral way; For compate we Sinne,in its working, & in- i l 
dwelling in us, in which refpect, itis neareft us; Yet compare it ables Belee- 
with the power & purpofe ofthe Holy- Ghoft, who dwells alfoinus, imphore 

to fubdue itall ;and compared with him; It is leffe then the force Sinne. 

of a Flye, to aGiant ; itis nothing: So compare we Sinne in its 
guilt, with Jefus Chrif, his Righteoufnes , Blood, €2c, Itis not fo much as 

a Cloud compared withthe Sunne, in his trength;itisnothing: So 

alfo compare we Sinné, in itsbeing , withthe Cosnfell, Decree, & Ia- 

tent of God the Father; anditis nothing: Yea more; there is all good, 

and much good comes of it, to Beleevers,andto God: Thusthe Three 

Perfonsin Trynity; have each of them, feverally put forth their power, 

to nullifie Sinne, on the behalfe of Beleevers, that it fhould not difmay 

them: And Godthe Father ; hath takenit up, and ordered, it for much 
ood,unto Beleevers: In that He, and hss Deeree, and Covenant of 
Grace; isthe Channel by which af Sinnes befall them. 1 

Now then,to fumme up all;Since all Changes by Sinnes,or SerroWes 175 Sume 
hich befalls Be/eevers,come frő God, & f16 his Decree Everlaffing ,& Meanes, 
are difpenced to them, asa nurture through A Covenant of Grace ; It 
muft needs be thar they muft all worke togeather , to- zheir good , 
Rom.8, 28. It may be, to them that view but particulars , & afunder, 
Gat- their 
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their general good end, and their conducementto it, may not be 

| perceived ; But put them all together, and ye fhall fee, in their 
| utmoft maine end, they all worke together for good, toall Beleevers; 

| And by the Coherence, the poffle there leemes to meane, fiznfull In- 
iPmpityes againtt whichthe Spirit helpes,as wellasother more outward - 
Troubles: Wherefore, there cannot beany true reafon or ground,why 
any thing fhould perplexe them. 
| _ Troubles either by Sinne or Affiétion, are to be looked on two Wwayess 
| Both as Stunes are our owne, and come from our curfed nature, and dif 
honours God, crucified Chrif greive the Spiritstranfgrefe the Commandése. 
And fo Affisttions may be confidered, either as comming from our Sinne; 
or atthe leaft ; ovr finnfullnes expofingtothem: And thus, with hope in 
Chrift , for pardon; Beleevers are to greive and humble themfelves, for 
Sinnes €§ Affittions: And from this, anger & greife, Jofeph did not 
take off , ba Brethren; Nor Chrift his Difciples in my text; This isa 
Trouble , that zs good E3 profitable for them; But as Szwmes or Afflittions 


are beheld, oncly asowr owne, in their bad effects, €$ roores and God , €3 
his Will, €3 Hand in them „and their good effects , through him, are not 


confidered ; hence comes finnfull 9 pernicious troubles; which Jofeph 
to his Brethren; and Chrif to his Difeiples difwads from; And noe 
courfe is fo full to remove or preventit ,asthis looking on God the 
Author of it, and the good which he brings about by it: Which is rarely © 
done by beleevers, yea, hardly knowne, & therefore I have inlarged it: 
Yer, ler me clofe this Meazes againft all Troubles, as our Saviour ' 
doth; Namely that yee know (who are Beleevers ) all this: Ye | 
know thefe true grounds of Confolations, though not fo diftinély , or ~ 
perticularly ; yet there isthat in you, which conteinesall thefe con/o- - 
lating Grounds, ifye would ftirrit up, and gather it together; and not 
brutifhly give way to fence & prefent things , and to the-paffions 
` ofyour owne fuppofed falfe grounds of Gods hand on you in leaving 
you, to Sinnes, or Sorrowes: Wherefore ftirr up the knowledg thatis 
‘in you, andufeit that fo whatever Changesbefall you by Sinnesor Sor- 
_rowes, your hearts may not be troubled. 
Thus much, And thus much forthe Fourth Meanes againft perplexing trouble of 
Ua heart; included in the 2.3.€9 4. Verfes;and for thofe Verfes as they 
Dehortatid, ftand in reference to the former, and their fcope, to Comfort the 
e Difciples againtt Chrifts with drawing his Corporall prefence: And fo 
Trouble. we have handled thefe Perfes as they area Dehortation from Trouble: 
of heart, and Directions of Meanes to helpeagainft itt 
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Now let vs Confider them againe; and obferve wh at may be de- 
duced & drawne by Confequence from them, or found politively, 
andabfolurely inthem: And thus,thefe Verfes Conteine many rich, 
E pleafant Truthes. 

FiRST OBSERVATION. 
That Jefus Chrift : hath extraordinary tender bowels towards all 
Beleevers in Trouble. 
This is demonftrated in Foure Perticulars. 

Firft, Chrift could not beare thatthefe Beleevers, fhould be tron- 
bled ; but forbidsir,and by many Dire éions, and Arguments fortihies 
them againftit:So foone as he perceived trouble begine to arife in thé; 
He abounds & ouerflowes with care to prevent&remove it:Even asa 
tender Mother, who is reftles in carefullnes to eafe hir Child fofoone 
asirisany way troubled: And this ¢# Chrif, farther appeares in the 
reft of this, & the following Chaprers: In which by many words; a- 
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abfolurely, 
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gaine & againe he difcovers, that hs bowels greatly moved whith the ' 


fight of their trouble: He indeed fhewing much more trouble of (61 
paffioz for them, then they had trouble of perplexity as the tender Mo- 
thers troubles forthe Child, are oft greater, & more,then the Childes, 


which caufe them, becaufe of hiraboundance of bowels: Yet farther. 


Secondly, He was thus taken up With troableabout their trouble,then 
when be was entring into hisowne great Tronble , when it was fo neare 
him, that it troubled him with its gaftnes, & greatnes ; 7oka.13. 21. It 
was bis one Perfonall trouble ; which afethto ingrofle all the care ; 
rhatis in man, forhimfelfe, though men can be troubled for others, 


when they are free themfelves, yet hardly when they arein trouble < 


themfelves: Yea, and this rrenble of Chris owne, was greater, then 
theirs , for theirs was much ofit groundles , & immaginary, & fuch 


2, 
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ie 


as might be efcaped (as ye have feene before) but Carz/fs was all ,re- ` 


als and fuch as muft be indnred; & it was the heavieft burden as ever 
was, or could be layed onacreature;alfoit was at hand, he had fett 
foote on its borders , & touchtthe brime of that Sea into which he 
wasto be plunged; ic was nearer then theirs, for theirs was but to 
follow on his: Now the prefence and approch in fight of fo great 
atrouble to ones felfe, how doth ir ufe to ingrofle an whole man, 
that he can mind no friends trouble elfe ; as the Difciples were fo 
overcome with their oWne loffe by Chrift his departure from them, 
as they could not mind bim, and his trouble, not for an houre; Yet 


farther. 
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Thirdly, He was thus taken up with trouble about their trouble, 
though be found at prefent, much Fzzein them, and offenfivenes to 
his fpirit; and forefaw that they would play falfe with him, and forfake 
him; and this contratiety of difpofion,& unkind dealing, fo weakens 
mens affections in each other, as that they can (cearfly continue love , 
much lefle fuch love,as to be troubled for their troubles : Yee further, 

Fourthly, He was thus taken up with cheir troubles, though he knew 
it was not longto the ending, and vanifhing ofall thefe their troubles; 
Namely by bzs refurrettion; whic he beleeved fully, though they did 
noc: Yet forfo {mall atime could not he behold them iz trouble, but 
every veine in brs heart was moved, and he molt induftrioufly applies 
himfelfe to remove, & preventit , for the prefent; Thus allo, for all 
other Beleevers, though be Knowes the rule God goes by; That if 
Sorrow besa the Night, yet. foyjhall bein the Mornning; Yetis he troubled 
greatly with their prefent troubles, evenas oneis with the leaft, and 
{hortefttouch on the apple of his eye; Zach, 2. 8. 

REASON. 
The Reafon or Ground -of all which texdernes of bowells towards 


- them; Is, from his Nature; For, he hath the fullnes of the Ged-head (all 


the divine Nature ) bodily; working in an humane Nature, and fo asa 
man; Now the divine Nature, is Mercy ¢§ Lovet, fohn. 4.8. and all 
mercy is but {ome dropps of chat Nature; which being put forth in 
him,a Man; inlargeth after mans manner, bis bowels infinitly; So that 
he hath more bowells, thenall Angels, whichyet workein an hamane 
way,to move & touch him asa Man: Heb. 4.15, with feeling as a 
man may have, though notin an infirme way as it is with us; butasis 
cépetible to a glorified zature:Now this his Nature,is dtawen forth to- 
wards beleevers; partly by his Fathers love to them, He knowes how great- 
ly his Father loves them, and loves to have them loved,and thereforein 
obedience & love to his Father; He gives vent to the whole ocean of 
Compajfion that isin his Nature, to flow out upon them: John. 14. laft. 
and that feemesto be the connexion foba 10.15. 1 knowe the Father; 


and lay downe my life for the fheepe, becaufe Iknowe it is his mind, I fo 


fhould doe ; for the original motive of Chrifts love ro Beleevers, is be- 
cavfe the Father fo loved them ; they were his John. 17. 6. yeas & contie 


nue to be bis, though givento Chrif :Verfe.9. And partly bs Office & 


Relation to them, dtawes his bowells towards them: He,is a Brother, 


i ee 


Head, Husband, Father, (allthat may indeare, be is made tothem) be 


ee ws 


places fhew ) be hath a propriety in them alfo; they are kis oWxe, 
Jobarz. 1, Yea, bets made one With them, ina ftricter nearenes, then one 
fesh ed bone , one fpirit they are With him 1, Cor.6, 17. therefore he can- 
‘not bur flove; even felfe-love begetts veto them ; neare relations a- 
mong men, begett affections, 
“Finst USE =s} i 
-For Ixfiruttion; Firt, That God is moft tender to Beleevers in all their 
Tronbles: For what Chrif itbat very fame God i, inafmuch as be es kis 
expreffeimage Heb,t.3. The Character, and fo carrying a fullexprefle 
of him: Which Chrif «; norasthe Second Perfoz barely , for fo he is 
asinvifible asthe Father, but as the Second Perfon incarnate; & though 
‘bis incarnation fit him toexpreffe after our manner; God the clearer co 
us; yet it adds nothing to bim beyond whas is in God: In God is the 
fame degree of Love; whichisin Chrif ; butitis made evident to sin 
& by Chrift: Yea, it wasinx God, before it was iz Chrif : For, he raifed 
up Chrif, and filled him with et, that he might convey thofe Compaffions to 
us; and him he charged to doe itin all their affiittions: He whofe An- 
gel of prefence (which is Chrift) faves; He is with them affittted; and 
that is God the Father: Ifa. 63.7.9. Therefore by all the evidences of 
Chrifts infinite Compaflions, alure your hearts,that Ged ts fo, every whitt 
fo (though Hebe Great, High, Holy, fafi, Independent )and goe to him 
in your miferyes €9 infirmityes, with boldnes: For affurance of great 
mercifullnes, makes bold to come, though it be a defperate venture: 
Nor onely, Chrifts mercifullnes, @ mediation , {hould bring us boldly 
to God, as Heb,4, two laf? verfes. But Chrifis mercifullnes, {hould fo 
convince us of Gods, as that upon Gods mercifulines, we fhould beare 
up, & imbolden our felves, though itis to fow tous, onely through 
and for Chrift; or elfe we doe net enough hononr Ged: Inwhich 
way, I feare many Beleevers wrong God; forgetting his mercifullnes , & 
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looking on Chrif, not onely as meriting CG moving Godsmercy, butas . 


onely having mercy, 
Second Inftrnttio, That all Beleevers(butefpecially Church members 
| & of them moft efpecially Church Officers }fhould [hew forth aboundant 
| copaffions in being moved With the troubles of others,even more then with 
their owne ; For elfe they fhew nor forth Jefus Chrif : All Chriftians 
are anointed withthe fame fpirit : Therefore fhould have the fame 
bowels, that Chrif hath: And Church-members are not onely; one 
| Body, inafpeciall refpect; But they are Chrifts ina {peciall relation; 
| anew,and fuperadded relation, by verrue of their petticular Church 
fellowfhipe 
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Uf~e.r, SECOND Use. 

Exhorta- For Exhortation, to all Beleevers ,totell their hearts in every tron- 
TU ble that Chrif is more troubled then yeare : As fometimes ye feea Mo- 

Toget thermore toucht with the Childsillnes, chen the Childis: Though 
ae T him not troubled, yet by Farh be affured it isfo; and as he was 
eres, at this time, in bw Diftiples troubles, fo is he, €¢ ever will he be , in every 
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fellowfhipe; and therefore they fhould more efpecially refemble 
Chriff: Hence that Exhortation, Col.3,12. Therefore ; Becaufe Ferfi 
10.11, ye have put on the new man, after Chrift csc. Therefore, put on bow- 
els of mercyes, & kindness; Mercyes, thatis the moft mercifullnes, as 
can be; and take in kindnes alfo; and not fome acts, burthe very | 
rootes, the bowels of thefe; and content not your felves of getting 
„fuck habits in your hearts; but put them on, asagarment; befeenein | 
them: Thus was alfo Pasle, as a Church Officer, 2.Cor.2. 2, their | 
forrow , lo tookeup his heart, thathe could not be eafed , till they | 
were: And Chap.1t. 29.ifany Beleever (and nor onely fome of his 
choifeft) were weake ,as being preft with any burthen; he alfo, for 
their fakes became weake alfo: Andifthey were hart, byany falinto | 
Sinne (for that is ment in Scripture phrale, by being (candelized or of- 
fended ) though he could not in this become like them, to be fo alfo; 
yet he was tortured With trouble of it: as ifhe werein the fire, & burnt; 
which is a very fenfible paine: For therefore Church Officers fhould 
thus refemble Chrif, becaufe ina {peciall manner they reprefent 
Chrift; who is the great Officer.& Minifter under God, efpecially whé 
he was onearth ; Rom.75,8. But alas! where is this conformity to 
Chrift , tobe found ? Iam, (now I compare others withit)afhamed, | 
and amazed; /e/fe-love, fo prevailesinus, that we have not azy com- 
paffions to be troubled with the troubles of orhers , as if our one; as their 
dutyis: Butl fay the mercifull {hall find mercy; and this drought of 
Compaffion to others, will reftraine though it.cannoc dry up, Chreffs | 
fprings of pitty to you. i i 


Beleevers trouble ; Nor hath he left hes fenfiblenes of our troubles, by his 
being glorified, for, inte that, the Apoflle faith of bim He is not one that 
cannot be touche with feeling: Thatis, He tstouche with feeling of our in- 
firmityes; in as much as be Was once tempted as we are zand thofe ime 
pteflions by his experience,remaine fo that he is now coucht with feel- | 
ing ; though ye cannot conceive how, yet knowitis fo, forthe pa. 
faith it ; be feeles more then you and is eafed by your eafe, more then | 
you (the head feeles moft, in ir is the feate of fence, more then in the | 
i members 
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members that aretouchr ) Therefore, ifit comfort you tohave one 
faffer with you, though no member doeit; yetknow, that Chrif 
our Head doth it, and cannot but be as ready toeafe you,as you are to 
be eafed, fo foone asitis fitt, 
Againe fromthe manner of Chris (peaking we may obferve: 
SECOND OBSERVATION ` 2. Offer. 
That allthough, fince Chrift us come , We {hould not onely beleeve in As we muh 
God the Father , but ia Chrif; Yet, we fhould not ceafe belee- elec in 
ving in the Father, and doestinthe Sonne onely, as it Was for- we muft c3- 
merly done onelyin the Father; But we jhonld continue onr faith in 
inthe Father alfo. herad 
For he faith not, ceafe your beleeving inthe Father, and place it oxely 
on me; Butas ye doe beleeve in him, doe it alfoin me, but ceale not to doe 
its him; Therefore , in diverfe Screprures, Faith is given to God the 
Father : Rom, 4. 24, Heb.2.13. He proves Chrif a Brother verje. 115. 
becaufe he trufts in God;that muft be God the Father : So,t.Pet.3.21. & 
1. John. 3. 21.Confidence towards Goa the Father ; asthe 22.23.ver.{hew. 
REASON. MY Riot 
The Reafon is ; Becaufe , though God put the Promifés into Bec though 
Chrift, and gave him them, yet he referved them alfoin bx oWne Godpurthe 
hands & power; For God the Father did not onely promife Chrif, and into Chrift, 
that Chrift fhould doe every thing ; But He promifed Chrif, and Yerhe re 
promi(ed that He by, & through Chrif, & for Chrif, would doe fuch, alfo in his 
and fuch things: As that he Would juffifie them that beleve; Rom,3. 26. EDs 
It isthe Father that is jaft, in taking fatisfaction from Chrift; and yet is 
thejuftifier of them that beleeve in Jefus; So Rom,4, 5. Our Faith now , 
fince Chrift, is made, ( in this refpeé& ) the fame with edbrabams, even 
ashe , to beleve on him , who /uftifies the ungodly, not materially meri- 
corioully, as Chri? doth; but judicially, to acquit in judgment; which 
isthe Fathers worke: Forit was onthe Father promifing this , in Waac: 
That eAbrabam beleeved: Verfe.z. And thisis the {ame Perfon whois 
ment Ferje. 5, for that, it isa continued {peech ; which is more plaine, 
Tit.3.6,7. Hethat fhed Mercy onus, through Chrift; juftifies us by 
his Grace, through Chrift; and this muft be the Father ; Alfo the Father 
promifed by Chrif, to give the Spirit, who is therefore called the pro- 
mife of the Father: Alts.t. 4.and the progrefle, yea; & whole worke of 
Santhifcatio, is given to the Father: Johni 5.1 .2.€9 fude.t, Not becaufe 
he works it immediately(for it is more {pecially appropriated to the. - 
holy Gboft)but becaufe he bath purpofed and promiled it; as Eph.1. 3. 
H Nor 
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Norby this deLeving in the Father; doe Lonely meane, in general to 
beleeve in him: For {o , Beleeving being a duty of the firft Commad, 
anda natural Worfhip, it isa due ofall the Three perfons in common, 
as God; and we are to beleeve inthe Father , Sonne , €§ holy Ghof: But, 
the Three Perfans have pleafed to felect, and more efpecially , to ap* 
propriate to each of them (yet in thé name, and forthe honour of all 
three ) fame perticular Workes about Man; even fuch as more fpe- 
cially {uites with, their diflin 69 Perforall opperations: | 

Thus the Hely: Ghoff ; hath mote {pecially appropriated to him, the 
Worke of Revelation , Santlification , Inhabitation , €§ (omfort. Inas- 
much, asthefe Workesare loweft in Order, and neareft to the Crea- 
tuce;as He is loweftin Order of the Perfons Divine, andfo neareft to 
the Creature: Thoughyet, as He ss one God, equall with the other; Sa, 
thole his Workes, are as infinite ,& glorious, as any of the other. | 

And the Father, & Sonne, have more [pecially appropriated to 
them ; Thé promifing the good things which the holy Ghoff reveals, €4 
works ; Becaufe in Free-Grace; a Purpofe © Promife, muft goe before 
the revelation, & exhibition of them; Asthe Fathers Perfon, €§ the Sonnes, 
arein Order of Subjiftance, though not in Time, before the Peron of 
the holy Ghoft: Therefore, I fay ; Promifing is mote {pecially appropri- 
ated in Scripture, tothe Father © Sonne; And as Promifing , on their 
parts; So Beleeving. on our part; is more {pecially appropriated in Serip- 
tare totbem Two: Tothe Father; becaufe,the Promifes,are but expref- 
fions, and obligations of hindelfe, toperforme , his Purpofes: In as 
much therefore, as He, whois the Fir? Perfon of the Three ;aflumes 
to himfèlfe , the Purpofing or Deereeing of all; whichis the Firft roote 
and rife ofevery thing; there isa fittnes, that He alfo fhould aflume 
to Himfelfe; the promifng of them; in as much, as they are bis owne; the 
iflue & offpringe of hrs owne good will. l j 

And the Sonne, being Heiretoall hus Fathers; Is allo Heire to His 
purpofes €S promifés, and had them all firit made over to him (as ye 
heard before ) and was appointed to purchafe them for us} and fo 
theyalfo are his owne; and He, with the Father, appropriate mote 
{pecially to them/felves our beleeving in them, unto the performances of 
the Promifes : And the Father, though he made overall Promifesto 
the Sonne, & appointed him allo, to purchafe them; Yetheputnothiny 
(elfe, outof poffeilion, though he put hb Sonne alfoin, with Him/elfe, 
and gave his Sonne another propertitle , by purchafe; Yetthe Father 
kept his owne tiile to the Promifes , and foto our beleeving in Him, as 

well 
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asinthe Sonne: Which, isintimated in this; that he retaines in 


ell 
his owne hands that Promifé of making Chrifts ennimyes his fooreftoole, 


Pfal. 110, Which conteines initalfu, the confummation of ad Pro- 
mifesto Beleevers, both of 7uftification , €$ Sanstification , €9 Refurvettion 
from Death: 1.Cor. AS. 25.26. which God the Father 2{lumes to Him/elfe 
though yet he executes, & performesit, $y Chrif, (asye heard before) 
Therefore Chrift himfelfe ( though he isat Gods right hand) trafs in 
God: Heb,10.12.13. and fo muft all Beleevers, 

Butit may be askt; What difference isthere , ixt onr beleeving in the 
Father, €3 inthe Sonne? Lanfwer in Foure Things. 

Firft, our Beleeving is in the Father, as in the orsginal Author, and gn- 
dertaker, for our good, who fent, and gave Chrif for us 5 65 raifjed him sp 
fromthe dead; and therefore Rom. 4. 24. our Faith ıs {o placed ca him; 
But our beleeving is onthe Souneas the Perfon appointed by rhe Father, 
to convey all good tous; /ohn.6,27,29,f0 AMath.12.18.t022. He is 
beleeved in. as Gods Servant, fitted to the worke; as the meritorious 
and working Meanes, ofall our good ; as the bread of Life, John, 6. 3$. 
therefore the proving him tobe the Chri/?, helpt them to beleeve; 
0185.1 8.27.28,becaufe they beleeved iz himas the Meanes or Inftru- 
mentanointed, & fitted by God, to Save: Henceit followes. 

Secondly, Our beleeving in God the Father, is more mediate, €9re- 
mote; itis through & becaufe of Chrif : 1. Pet, 1.21. By Chrif we be- 
leeve iz God: That is not onely by Chrif, as tke Efficient working 
Faith: But as the CAfeanes through Whome, we come to beleeve in the 
Father: For fo, the greeke word d wuts aswell fignifies the Jafra- 
ment by which „as tke Efficient ; The Efficient 1. Cor.t.9. And the 
Inflrument Adis 2, 22. {o 1.Cor.8,6.Eph.2.18. For, when God (tharis 
the Father )is oppofed to him; He then is taken as the Juffrument cf 
God: For as God chofe usin Chrift ; and adopts us by Chrift Eph.t, 4.5.4 
So he brings us to beleeve iz Him through Chrif: The diftance is fo 
great twixt God & us ,that we cannotimmediately truftin God; but 
now our Faith in Chrift , is immediately in Him: And therefore our 
cloffing is clofler,& more immediate with Chriffs Perfexby Faith then 
it is with the Fathers Perfon: We by Faith, clofe with the Fathers Perfor 
| aswitha Father bymarriage:But with the Sonnes Perfor, as with an hafa 
bad with whome we joyneimmediately;and therefore we beleeve in the 
Sonne, as ina Gifigiventousablero helpeus; fobz.4,10. and inthe 
Fatheras the giver of it: Inthe Sonne, asin the Mediator tWixt God 
ES us Tim.: 5, And in the Father, as 
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through the Sonne, Therefore the Sonne is called Emmanuel Math. t. 
23.nor in refpect of the Union of his Natures: But becaufe , Godthe Fa 
ther, in him isat one With us, & on our fide, who elfe isnot one with us; 
Neither, as Wwe once were Righteous by the Coxenant of Workes, in that 
Heistomuchabove usin Holynes, nor much lefle , now we are fian- 
full; & asa Ground of this. 
2. Thirdly, We beleeve in the Father onely, as aDivine Perfon; Butin the 
Sis inthe Somme; as the Sonne of God €9 Man: Therefore Faith iz Chrif, is given to 
Farher,2s a him, as Gods Soane , fohn,3, 18. Andas (Wan, to his Blood: Rom,3. 25, 


Divine Per- 


fork And thus is Faith on him to be pitcht as God- Man, for thus onely he 
doth the Workes we truftin Him for, to Merrit, Mediate &c. Hence. 
4A Fourthly, He being beleeved zx , as /effer then God, being God- Mar, 


ir rets not Faith refts noti» him, but rifeth #pta the Father, asitsutmoft propp: - 


in Crit  Ioha.12.4.4. Not in Mes that is Not onely in Me; butrifethupto My ` 


Bur riferi 


uptothe  Fatheralfo: That fo, as the Father is the Original of all Good promifed ; 


Father. = Sq Hefhould be the bottom ofour Faith; in whichit is terminated; 
And to Whofe Glory, it hall laftly Worke : Epb.t,12, € 1. Pett. 2 16 , 

Ufe. Use,’ 
me- For Exhortation to fhun an Error in the Objedt ofyour faith: one 


pa Error we have before difcovered: Namely, the not taking in the 
To thus an Perfon of Chrif, but pitching onely on God & his Promifes:Now Ifhew 
Errors you another to fhun: Namely, when ye pitch your faith onely on Chrif; 
and not alfo With him , on Godeke Father:Many are fo ignorant in this 
that they thinke, Godehe Father is not the Objet of our Faith now: 
the dige- But ye feeiris otherwife: Wherefore give the Father alfo , with the 
rence :wixt Sonne his due of Beleevingin him: The difference twixt Jewesand Us,’ 
8e Usin Be- lyes notin this. thatthey had tke Father, and we have the Sonne Incar- 
leevinz.  øate, to truftin; Butin this, that they had omely the Father; and the 
Sonne butis a Promile; whereas we, have the Sozne attwally come, and 
E Otiavca “PM Father alfo, to beleevein  Sothatwe havea double propp for our 
duble prop Faith,and therefore fhould havea double ftrength in beleeving: It is 
Therefore true; that implicitly, we beleeve in the Father whilft we doe ic in the 
Se. Sameer naye the Sonne, fees the Father , though be know it not; 


frength.  becaufe They are one: jobn.1 4.9. Yet, till itis done explicitly. diftinttly, 


and knowingly,itis not Ío honourable to the Father, nor focomfortable | 


to the Beleever; Its not {ohonourable to the Father, becaufe profeffedly 
ES knowingly, ye give him notthis his due of beleeving in him , which he 


Man: Nor is it, fo comfortable tous; for the Knowing & ufing 
{i . | . Two 


challengeth: An unwilled refpe&, is not counted an honouringa ` 


j 
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Two, muftneeds yeild more Comfort of Faith, then the knowing,& 
uling One only; God hath therefore ,as by giving Two ; His Word 
ce Oath: Heb.6.17.18. So by giving Two ; His Sonne € Himfelfe : a» 
boundantly provided for our fecuritye, & comfort: And indeed ; as 
in fome refpe@s; we are much helpt in our faith; by Chrif being its 
Obje& (as ye have heard )Soin fome refpects, are we much helpt , by 
the Fathers being the Obje of oxr faith: Forin Him, we have the 
Roote of all : our faith goes to the bottome, and in this, the deeper, the 
{weeter, & the ftronger; For we truft on Eletiing Love, Free Grace, 
Everlaffing Mercy; that which, difpofeth of Chrif, and hes Riches to 
whomeit will, &in what meafures it will : (Math.20,23. And fo 
that Objection is prevented, which may arife from their being one 
before Chrift, who in his Soveraiguty orders Chrif , and hes CUerrits 
ashe will: But ye have hs Promifes , Him faf? ,to truf in , as well 
as.the Sonne : Yea, and ye fhould be ftronger in the Faith in the 
Father, then the Zewes were (who onely beleeved in bim) becaufe by 
Chrift, ye have not the Father, more obfcured , but much more re- / 
yealed then he ever was before. 5 

THIRD OBSERVATION. 3, Obfere ' 
T hat Beleevers are prone to finne in thofe Affections, which be laWw- Belecvers 
full; and in fime fence neceffary. are prone 
As heere; Trouble for Chriffs Death, Judas Sinne, and Their owne A- trofe af- 
poftacy,was fo nece/fary;that they had Afixned if they had not bine moved teed 2 
with it; and yet they finned in being moved withit; asappeares, bes iw. 
caule Chrift forbid them the trouble ; He forbid ittothem: Andthe 
Sinne was (asye have heard inthe explication of the Words ) both 
in the Odjed#, fearing to much, even more then was to be feared : And 
in the Pafion;to much being moved with what was truly apprehéded. 
ae Ue: 
For /xformation to true Beleevers; Not onely to care,that their affec- ws ún 

- tions be fet onvight, G-laWfull things, but to care that they exceed not in thé; tion. 
Which, weare the proner to, & more hardly fenfible of ,becaufe the Nor onely- 
{ubftance of rhe thing is lawfull: Jonah Wasright in his defiretobe fod ele 
true in. hts fayings, to N iniveh , becaufle he was a Prophet of God to Ifra- = a 
el 2. Kings. 14.25. But this Zrele rightnes in him, in the maine; advan- £"! things» 
taged the fleftin him , to much finne againft God, in running away ; Sare Caa 
(thinking Gods (Mercy would prevaile againft that peremptorye ceede, 

Meffage of Ruine to Niniveh)and againft Man-kind;in wifhing rather 
the Ruine of fo many Thoxfands, then His Words fhall {eemeto faile. 
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-goodin it: As Salomon faith ofir; 2-Crez.6. 8. made him errin at- 


‘ferved ) butalfo, theiraptnesto be oppreft with trouble: Hence the 


So Davids error, in his trong affections to Gods houfe, havi ng fome, 


tempting a part of Gods worshipe withouta warrant, for which God re- 
proves him, 2.Sam,7.s.6.7. yea, and Nathan alfo the Prophet; norbe- 
ing infallibly affifted, was alfo mifled in jugdment verf.3. Where- 
fore the better the thing isin it felfe; the more circum{pect ye mutt 
be, that ye errnotabontic: Surely the Défecples thought they could 
noterrin being troubled about thefe things, Chriffs death, their owne 
Sinnes, Judas treason, 3c. The Poet obferved licitis perimus omnes. that 
in things lawfull,lay our moft dangerous {nares;let us therefore looke 
to our felyes,that we exceed not,unto fizne;in fuch love, greife, feare, 
pleafure; asin a degree, and fome kind, are lawfull & neceffary, 
FOURTH OBSERVATION. 
That Beleevers hearts , are prone to be to much, € finnfully troubled, 
with the approch of Afflttions. 
It was loffes, & tentations which the Difeiples perceived co mming 
which caft them into this diftemper, of which Chrif labors to cure 


‘them: Thisinduftriou({nes of Chrif,to remove & prevent their Tron- j 


ble; not onely argues, His (empaffions towards them (as bath bine ob- 


Scriptures {o abound with Jncouragementsagainft Tronble,and Exhor- 
tations not to be difmayed with them ; and our experience of our 
felves, & others, doth aboundantly fhew ,how prone we are to be 
difmayed with Troubles. 
First REASON 
"Becaule Troubles, doe fo exceedingly croffe the workings & will 
of our finufull felfe- Love; which is all for Eafe,Pleafure, Life &c. There- 
fore denying our Selves; is put before the taking up our Croffe. 
SECOND REASON. 

Becaule. Troubles, doe fo much cute off, &eftrange us from this 
prefent World: The delicacyes ofthis World;are banifht from us, by 
troubles: Therefore Chrift, difcribes Troubles; By hateing Father; Bro- 
ther;difpifing Houfes, Lands&c. And other Troubles by Sicknes, Paine@c. 
is expreltby being dead; and {oalfo, Perfecutions, for he meanes both; 
Pfal.3 1.125 Now the Love of this World, is much in ourhearts ; in 
that, che things of it are fencible, and fuite our appetites. 

THuirrp REASON. 

Becaule Tronbla, are contraryto a good Principle of Nature; that 

is leftin us(aswell as to the fore mentioned bad ones) viz, That defire ` 
i PtP pet Ser E © >` topreferve ` 
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to preferve our felves, and fo to avoideall evill ; which was in Chrif, 
and made him be afraid , & pray againft his paflion, profefling that 
his Wid, as Man, was againft his Sufferings , confidered in themfelves, 
though He fubjected that his WZ, to Gods; and fo finned zot: But our 
Corruption getts ftrength from this good Principle, to oppole Troubles 
Jinnfully; and fo Chrifis troubles at Afflitions , is diftinguifhe from ours. 
FourtTH REASON. 4. 
Becaule Se/fe: flattery, makes us promife our felves , the contrary; Bec. Selfe- 
Lwket2, 19, and carnall confidence with Atheifme; makes us buildour (yy Po 
refton the prefent good; as Pfal.30, 6. by which inexpedtency of Evils, contrary. 
when they appeare, our Spirits are the more dif{mayed , & being un- 
prepared ,arethe weaker, to beare, 
Frist Use. / Vie, t. 

For Exhortation to Beleevers, To fore-think €9 take more paines a- Exhorta- 
bour fitting your felves for Troubles: Even Belee vers doe to much put 3X ‘ 
of the evill Day; and doe not let the Words foreshewing Troubles, and Mis 
preparing for Troubles, doe as Luke. 9. 44.W hich either re(pects trou- at 
bles fore told verf.22,orthe things which might fitt to beare Troubles, 
as that miracle ver/.43. But Beleewers doe fodreame of profperity, and 
are fo unapt to luffer; that they fhun to fore-think it ferioully ; as 
the Apoftles did thefe Troubles, by Chrifts Paflion, or elfe they had bine 
fore-warned,& armed. But /ob did otherwife 7ob 3.2 5,26.he feared 
afore; Therefore he fo wellindured fob. 1. 22.till it grew inexpreffi- 
ble: It confirmes your hearts.in well doing; whilft ye fore-chink 
Troubles; Alis,1 4. 22.and they comeneverthe fooner, but the eafier, - 
for your fore-thinking,and preparing, Nor need they bitter, but 
onely temper from furfeting on your prefent {weete : So onely is 
that ment 7od.3.25.26.and implies thatirisan Argument why Evill 
fhould not come when it is fore-feared: And they keepe away never. 
the longer, nor fall on, the lefle, for your not expe&ing them ; but 
haften, and feaze more heavily: It is a {hame for Beleevers to be 
toucht wich that trouble, they before feared not ; fincethe Scripture 
gives them fuch warning; and itis made the Lor ofthe Wicked, to 
have Calamityes fuddenly & unlookt for. 

Secondly, To exhort Beleevers, when Troubles come,to looke out for 2. in Tron- 
helpe to beare,feating &watching againft their owne Wweakues:To fuffer;is Mate en 
a gift; not onely carrying favour , but new {uperadded frrength; anda gee to 
Gift {uperadded to Fasth ; Phil.1 laf. though in ir felfe, nor better 
then Faith , yer that which Faith helps not to; except aflifted with 


- 
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frefh fupply; Suferings,are Chri(ts baptifme Aath.r0. 23, and muft 
have his prefence: Itis Chrifts Life, to beare them, and come ous of them 
2.Cor.4. 10:1 1, As itis Chrifts Death, to be ander them; Wherefore, ye 
mult have helpe from Him: Eventhe {mal fufferings by faftings €§ monr- — 
ning; was to much for the Difecples at firt; as new wine is for old bottles, 
or new cloth i for old Math. 9.16.17. Any denying Nature, is a 
ftrong worke: The Défciples could not beare Troubles, till the hoh- 
Gho came onthem: Therefore Chrif , preferved them from all; & 
God ae them to Him, to be faved from Troubles ( which would 
have loft them ) afwell, as from Sinnes; fo long as He was with them 
and the holy Ghoft, not yet come on them ; which is mentin part,by 
that /oh2.17,12, compared with 18.9. ` 


FiF T OBSERVATION, Golo 
That Beleevers [honid renew, €3 increafe their Faith , when Tronbks 
doe affayle them. 


Thatis, to renew their Faith, & to make progreffein it; that muft be its 
meaning, for they had already beleeved in Him, as wellas in God ;and 
yethe now exhorts them to doeit; rhat is to renew, & inereafeic: 
Faith isasafheild, which though-we haveitby us, yetifwe doe not 
take it up-it fecuresus not; Therefore Eph.6,16, taking thefheild ofall; 

itis fpooke in the prefent tenfe to fhew our continued aé of Faith on 
every occafion ; and above all; thatis, above all the peices of armour „ra= 
ther & better, notexercife, anythen nor this; ifa man ufe his fheild 
though he fhould not ufe his helmet, orbreftplate,he may be fafe; The 
Juft live by Faith Habuc.2, 4.itis (pooke oftymes of tryall,evenas that 
whereby we live muft be continually renewed, as our breathing, our 
eating &c, fo muft our Faith be renewed in all troubles. Therefore we 
find David, €3 Paule, in their troubles Rill exercifing, and putting forth 
their faith; they not onely had ic but they ufed it at that time; which 
whé David did not he was neare a fall Pfal.73.2.8¢ had the Difeiplesat — 
tbis time. renewed their faith in Chrift, they had not bine fo troubled: — 

When Peter brought Faith with him, it bore him up upon the Sea, & 

when he began to finke, it was becaufe his faith firft funcke Math. 14. 

28.t0 3 2. Of little Faith ; That is, fo little, as chat it now works not: 

For fo it is ment, asappeares by comparing Math:3. 26. with Mar.4. | 

40. So alfo you muft increafe your faith: It is called Faith to Faith Rom, 

1.17. Or from Faith unto Faithas Pfal.8 4. 7. they goe out of ffrength, 

nto Grenght, or from company to company, overtaking the former, 
as in 


The Difesples being in Trouble eepra by Chrift. to Beleeve; 
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asinajourny ; So muftye growe up out ofa /efeunto a greater degree 
| of Faith; Not onely upon new & farther Revealations,to have more 
Faith, Butwhen the fame Odjeé?s onely are before you, yetto grow 
ftrongerin the Aéis of Faith ,and thatnot onely inthe Righteou/nes of 
Christ, to Juftification : as it is Gal.3.11, ment by the e4pofile; But 
allo, inthe Perfon of Chrift , and his Priviledges & Promifes, unto the 
bearing up under al troubles; Wherefore the Apofle, refers this ving 
by faith » which implies a Progreffe (as we fhall thew by & by )unto 
A ffisttions Heb.10. 38.( asitis ment cheifly in the Prophet, whence 
he quotesit) as well as he doth there , unto /a/fification : And this 
Progreffe in faith, proved by that faying, ( the Juft (hall live by faith) 
becaufe what we live by, muft have a continuance & progtefle, if we 
grow up » that muft continue & growup; Therefore, 2.Thefit. tr. 
he prayes for the fulfilling the worke of faith;Ic is therefore to be labors 
ed, thatitfhould be filled up, & added to, more & more; and by 
thismeanes, is all the good pleafure of Gedsgoodwes fullfilledin us , and 
without the filling up of Faith, ic cannot be filled up in us: That 
though there isinexpreflible Freenes in God ( which toexprefle, he 
calls it good Pleafure, € Goodues ) Yeritis not fuliiledin us, but by the 
fulléliing of ‘faith in use 
Use, l : 

For Exhortati to Beleevers, Nottoref in having faith; But keepe 
this found in your eares ; Beleeve in God; Beleeve iz Chrift; ule, and 
renew your Faith, exercife it;elfe Chrif will count ye to have 20 yo rerew 
Faith, Marke.4.40. Iris the fame, notto have, and notroufe; &exercife 
And it is afigne your faith is litle, ifitworke not, asitis cleare by come 07" 
paring Math, 8. 26. with Afark.4.40. Alfo increafe your faith; by 
every Revealation, of Gods Righteonfnes ( as Chrif, and His Righteounes, 

„are more clearely made knowne ) our Faith unto (Gmfort , and Boldnes 
fhould Zzcreafe: Roms.t 17. By that clearer Revealation of Righteoufnes, 
-fhould their Faith goe on from degree to degrees higher ; Heb,t0 19.to 
24. So, by every Sealing Ordinance; and Token of Favour; aur Faith 
Should /ncreafe; unto Affurance , Judge.i 3.23. 2. (Fon. 30. 21.23.26. 
. And fo by every Trjall, and 4ffisction, our Faith fhould growe ; in that 
itis tryed ; lam.1.3. and Increafeth other Graces; Therefore it Se/fe Firft 
Increafeth, r ! 
And wefhould Labor to Zzcreafe it; Becaufe , when ever Troubles 
-aflayle us; our Firt Worke fhould be, to /ncreafe our Faith; As they 
-doe their Fortifications,when the Enemye approcheth:More /rrength 
I i 
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istequired, when Troubles affault, and all our ftrength is in Beleewin 
Ja. 30.1 5.a quiet wayting on God ; which, therefore muft beincreaf- 
ed: Therefore, the Aflittions & Growth of their Faith are conjoined; 
2.Theft.3.4 Therefore the Difciples, being could what offences they 
muft meere with, and forgeve injuries to their Brethren; they pray for in- 
creafe of Faith, Lwke.17.1.t0 6, Becaufle Faith, is to be Increafed, 
whenever we enter Tryalls, & Troubles: Yea, andufually the lat- 
ter Troubles, are ftrongeft, as fuppoling more ftrength , ( as Davids 
Were by his Sinne of Adultry & Murder , & Numbring the People, and 
the Punnifhments thereof, which were his laft, & greateft: ) Therefore 
Faith had need be Increafea,, which onely beares them. 

This Exhortation, will onely prefle in the Apoffles Words: jude. 
20, 21. Beloved, building up your felveson your moft holy faith, praying in 
the holy Gho/?; keepe your felves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Chrif ,to Eternal Life: The Apofilehaving provokt them to 
contend for the Faith againtt bafe oppofits -whome he difcribes, from 
Ferfè.2. to 17, and exhorts them nor to be difcouraged or turned out 
ofthe way,by all their bafe courfes Ferfi 7.18. whome he againe fets 
forth in their ougly colours ; asa meanes to helpe Beleevers to doe 
this duty, inwithftanding: He exhorts them zo proceed in the Worke 
of their Faith; and faith that their Faith is their Foundation (for that on 
which we build up isthe Foundation ) Chrift is called the Foundation, 
1.Cor. 3.11.and foarethe Prophets, & e4poftles, Eph.2. 20, and heere 
Faith, is alfo fo called; and nothing elfechatl can find, is fo dignified: 
.Chrift , isthe Original, €3 Principal Foundation of us; Yea,the onely 
Foundation, Properly, & Stviktly; asthe Apoftle faith, noneotherthen 
He,can be: But the Apoffles € Prophets, are remotely,and minifferially 
outwardly calledthe Foundation : Becaufe they firt and onely re- 
vealed Chrif; . And Faithis the Foundation , but Inffrumentally allo, 


yet munch morenearely, & intimately , then the Apaftles , eS Prophets , 


in that Fasth, is the immediate bond €$ union of us, unto Chrift, the Foun- 
dation; (ol.r. 7. ftablisht in the Faith sisa being rooted , and built up in 
him: Sothat all our Strength isin. our Faith, Infirumentally,as io Chrif, 
Originally,yet not conveyed from Chrif?,to Us;but through our Faith: 
Therefore, if we would have any Progrefe. it mutt be by our Faith, 
and as that goes forward the whole buitding goes forward. 

Not onely at fi7/?, doe we build on out Fash, but all the while (as 
not onely doe weat fiz, butall the Whilebuild on Chrif) There- 
fore, of all things, our Fasth is of greaceft.Confequence, there is —_ 

f ther 


A 
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ther Beginning, nor Progreffe, can be without it: And this Faith is 
holy, yeas & moft holy, no Graceis like it, not onely in thar, beyond all 
others, it emptyesa man of himfelfe, and fetts up God ( which is to be 
holy) but alfo becaufe it onely, ofall Graces, gives Union, &§ (communto 
with Chrift, asan Head ; in whome, & from him onely ,is had full Holy- 
nes(as ye have heard before/in that his Per/o is Ged, Therefore there is 
nothing fo good,as Fasth to labor about: which Labor upon eur Faith, 
muft be conftanr, and continued: Therefore he {peaks inthe prefent 
tenfe: ( building up) And a Progrefein this Faith; willhelpe us on to 
every thing elfe. : 

We fhal! be ftill able zo prayin the holy Ghoft for fo much the conec- 
tion may implye ( aë wellas that Prayer helpes Faith as was before ob- 
ferved)and this Praying, ftrégthneth againit Tronb/es therefore it is an- 
next,as thar which gives ufe&efficacy to the whole armonr,Ep,6+1.3+18, 

Alfo it willinable us, to keepe out felves inthe Love of God ; for it 
is Beleevers duty to keepe themfelvesin it; they may loofe, though not 
the Everlafting Love of God; yet that actual manefeffanive delight of 

odin them,which arifeth from their obedience,as it did from Chrif 
oh.10.: 7-(who yet was loved with another love, onan other groŭd) 
and fo, John. 15.10,0ut of which they may depart; But Progreffe in 
Faith, helps them to keepe in this Love, becaufe it keepes up the influ- 
ence of Chriffs ftrength into them, 

And it alfoinablesthem unto acentinuall Looking for the Mercy 
of Chri? unto eternall Life: which isaduty moft profitable & comely 
for Beleevers: And Faith growing up, inables to, becaule it s 
thofe things which cannot be feene, to be more, & more reall, & evi- 
dent, and {o to draw inthe mindtoa continued fixtnes on them, and 
expetation ofthem; asthe clearer manefeftations of glorious Ob- 
jects doth; efpecially when itis withan affurance ofintereft, & pro- 
priety therein: Nowthen, Faith thus being, © Working, it muft needs, 


greatly helpe to frengthenagaintt affauhs; Forthe more wearebuile 


up on the Foudation , the /tronger weare: And the more We keepe our 
felves in the Love of God, looking forthe r Mercy of Eternal Life fro Chrift: 


- The much mere able fhall we be to indure Trouble: Therefore, bewe 


perlwaded, as Troubles come , to exercife , and renew our Faith, 
Sixt OBSERVATION, i 
That now Chrif is come, Beleevers Jhould cheifly ufe fpirituall €$ hea- 
venly (onfiderations to ftrengthen thew Spirits against Trouble. 
‘Namely, fuch as-are taken from Geds Eletling Love ; Chrif hes 
| 2 Worke 
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Worke for ns in Heaven; our Glory their tocome€sc. For, Thefe Chriß 
fetts heere before his Difciples; not onely, as moft proper for the pre- 
fent cafein hand; butas now moft comely & helpefull to Beleevers in 
all Troubles: Indeed before Chrifts comming, ihe Confolations were fome 
outward Priviledges, or the comming of the CMeffias, or fome general 
Promifes of good things in this Goel; but now we find the e4poftles, 
in allcheit courfe , armeing & comforting the Spirits of Beleevers, by 
Thefe forenamed /piritnal €5 heavenly Confolations. 
First REASON. 

Becaufe, Now és the feafon of thefe Comforts; former ages were 
not the feafon, wherefore though they were feenein the bloffome, & 
bud, and much defired ; yet they might notbe gathered, 1.Pet.t. 
11.12. Wherefore , though they had fome hints now and then , of 
them ; Yet they were not fo generally, nor fo fully revealed as 
noW they be: 

The Revealation of the Glory, isthat which was referved to our age ; 
as the text faith: The things reported to you,aswellasthe Glory st felfe Ep. 
3.5.9,10, For now Christ is come, and hath made knowne hss Fathers 
bofome, € heart, and afcended heaven, and opened it to us, fobn.3. 12.13. 
He firft preacht the Gofpel , iz hts owne flesh Heb,2, 3. it was never be- 
fore revealed: lome fhadowes or hints of it, were before, butst felfe, 
in dts Clearnes €¢ Glory never was preacht till He began st, E3 fince: Ra- 
ther Promifes of the Gofpel:then the Goppel, was it which was before 
Chrift ; Rom.1. 1,2. For the Gofpel implyes tidings of things done, and 
not to be done, and this was onely begun to be inact, when Chrif 
came and preacht: 3 

Therefore cMarke.1. 14.15, he preache the Gofpel: and faid the tyme 
is fullfilled: and becaufein Chrifs Life,all was not actually done;there 
fore he is faid but to begine it; &the Apoftles perfetted the Go/pel,for they 
reportedallro be actually done: Sochat this is the fea/on of its revea= 
latio.and {o the tyme of the fruition €$ vifion of thee beavely things Mar, 
1,15.%athand; Thisthereforeis their /feafon ; as former Ages were 
the feafon of the Tipes & Promifes of them: Thefe are the better 
things , referved for us of this lalt age of the World, Heb.11. 39.40. 
Now every thing is moft fitly uled , in its feafon, itis moft comely , 
and moft effe@uall chen: There isa kind of abfurdityein unfeafon- 
ablenes, 

SECOND REASON, 

—- Becaule, The life of Chriftianity isin thefe: Not onely as itis x“: 

tinganne 
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tinguifht from that Life which wasin Innocency, through the Cove- arity is in 
nant of W orkes, from which, this differs pecifically, and more then a 
the Sunne froma Candle, both which though light and fire, yer 
greatly differs: 
” Bur alfo, as it is diftingufhe from that Life by Faith, which was 
before Chrift ; From which, this differs gradually, as Infancy, and 
Child-hood from Full age : Gal.4.1.2,3.4, Wherefore it obtaines 
another Name, (as a Child is called a Man Jand is called Chrifli- 
anity, which it never was before Chrif : eAffs.11. 26. And its Name 
fhewes its Nature: Itconfiftsin fuch Revealations of Chrift by Faith 
apprehended: As were notatall, inInnocency, norin any fuch mea- 
fures; before Chrif came: Gall.3.23. ; 
The fight of Chrifts Glory, and our Union , & (ommunion With him: 
This is the Chriffian Life: By Faith to fee the Things that are Invifible ; 
Is the Life : Heb, 10.38. Live by Faith : Which Faith is difcribed 
Heb.t1 1. Which though it alfo reveale things which once by reae 
fon might be feene 3 as the Creation Ver/é.3. Yet. it alfo( and that 
which ic cheifly aimes at; ) reveales what never was or could be 
feene in Innocency, by Reafon: As Gods Elefting Love in Chrif , 
Heavens Glory, Our Pertecipation of all Grace , €§ Glory from Chrif, by 
Union with him: And on thefe Confiderations to Love, Obey, be 
Patient &c. Thisisthe Life ofa Chriftian ; 2. (orrinth.3.18. Seeing by 
Faith €9 a Divine ‘Revealation , Chrifts Glory , and be turned into it, 
is made the Summe of all Chriffianity. Gal2.20. Chrif lives in him; 
Andhe lives by Faith in Him: So, Ephef.t.17.18,19. Increafe of Life 
is all putin the apprehenfions by Fa:th of Revealations of Chrif , & the 
lory with him: and fo Eph.3. 16.20, 
© Now the Life of Chriffsanity , lyinginthis: The Con/olations fetcht 
hence » muft needs be moft effectual, and moft lively , and moft 
proper.as humane Confolations are moft proper to a Man : Thefe 
breed the bef Spirits, in that they carry the bef? Spirits with them; even 
the Life st Selfe. 
‘Use. Uf. 
Wherefore Beleevers , are to be Blimed, for not Ofing, And To Blame 
> S Exhorted' to- Ufè more, Thefe kind of Antidotes, and Cor- Banas uf- 
. ia s: mg. ng 
- Thefeate the proper Phifick of this State ofthe Gapel; Chrif hath Exhert- 
come, and opened to us His Fathers Bofome, and {hall not we ftudy Teue more 
and beare up our lelyes:by them? . dotes. 
<a bhi Tte 


_ 
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The Prophets who did but fere fee, & fore-heare them, were fo 
much taken withthem, as that they exceedingly labored to pryeinte 
them 1,Pet.t, 1011. TheW ords are fignificant;enguired, fcearcht; in- 
timating both great defire , and labor to find our ; the one Word 
ikel rno: fignifing a feeking out by tnguirye OF gueflion y perfuing by 
Queftions , ullit is fully found out: And the other Word gyoswy aw, 
implying an exadi fecking, as for bid things, untill one hath every hinte, 
or doite; !.Cor.2 10. both whichimplye the x:moff exadines in fecking: 
Andthe Glorythey fought to find; isin the greeke Verf.s :.latter end,ex- 


-preftinthe plural number, emphatically fhewing its tran[cendency Yea, 


E3 the eAngels defire to looke into thefe things Ferfi 2 .datterend ahgrupa 
by bowing doWne to prye in,an indufirious, and mof heedfall pryeing al- 
ludeing as itis thought to the Cherubs about the Arke; who bowed ot 


turnedtheir Heads © Faces to the Arke, which fignified Chrif: Now 


Taefe hea- 
venly Con- 
folariõs, are 
more genc- 
PAMS more 
ftroug Com 
forts then 
any. 


r. More 
General, 
Fof they cõ 
reine ail 
Comfotrse 


2. More 
Strong,For 
they cõfort 
in every per 
ticular. 


Being. im- 
mortal. 

So reach- 
ing the Spi- 
rit. 


wehave them fread open before us, Can.5.1. and feldome caft our eyes 
onthem, tocomfort usby them: I appeale, Jz Gods Name before 
Whome we now are Pho knoWes all your courfe ; When did you, fetch 
in Comforts againlts Your Feares, E3 Trouble, by revolving thele heaven 
ly &$ (piritual Treafures of Yours? But have ye not ftill, by fome other 


way fought to beare up your Spirits? What ingratitude? yea what 


folly,isthis ? Thefe Heavenly (onfolations , are mote General, & more 
Strong, Comforts thenany , ye can take in. 

Firt, They are more General; Forthey conteine Al Comforts, where- 
as other Confolations, carry in them bdt [ome perticular Comfort; 
and ferve againft but {ome perticular Afflidion; But Thef equally 
helpe againit AU Troubles; and fo are much better; asthe Parafelfian 
Phsfick, or that which repaires & firengthens whole Nature ; and re- 
pellsall Weakenes, is beyond your other Phifick , which topically 
is applied onely to [ome perticular part , for fome perticular difeafe: 
And as They ate more General; So. = 

Secondly , They are more Strong Comforts, then any : though they 
ferve all turnes, yetthey doe comfort in every perticular , much more, 
full & through , then others, which reach onely to the perticular: As 
the Light & Heate ofthe Sunne; though it ferve every Creature in 
the World , yet it berter ferves any perticular, chen a Candle doth; 
Pfal.4.7. The Light of Gods Countenance , putts more Gladnes in ; thena- 
boundance of any worldly thing Fox thefe Comforts. are Spiritual & Immor - 
tal,and foreach the Spirit, as it is in it felfe ; other Comforts, onely re- 
frefliin fucha cafe, and as the Spiritisin & bythe Body Lubjected to 


fuch 
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fach or fucha ftate,& indeed therefore never {oake into the intimacy 
of the Spirit, folidly to cõfort that;they (princkle Comforts about the 
Heart, but never pat Gladnes into the Heart; there isnoe {uiteablenes 
-twixe them & the Soule: But Thefe heavenly /piritual Comforts , are 
fuited to the Spirit reachit tothe fak ; therefore doe moft /frongly te- 
frefhir. Alfothele /p:rituall Comforts, are fo vaf , © greate , that they 


take up & fill the Soule zall other Comforts are to fmallfor the Soules s 


great Capacity; but thefe fillevery corner ofthe Heart: Alfo thefe Co- 
forts,doe prefent to the Soule luch great Gloryes c Happyne(fes,as hir one; 
as that they greaten the Soule: For, {uch as are the Objects with which the 
Spirit cosverfeth , fuch isthe Spirit: Therefore Kegs have high & great 
Spirits, becaulethey looke on‘great & fingular things, as their owne, 
W herefore the Soule looking on thefe heavenly Things, it rasfeth the Spi- 
rit,{o chat it becomes to bigg € highe, for troubles from below, to bring 
under; whereas all other Coforts being but from things ofthe Earth, 
are below the Spirit, and may enfeeble& abafeit , but cannot greaten 
orftrengthen it: Yea, and shefe heavenly , fþiritual Comforts, are the 


Filling the 
cule. 


Prefenting 
reat Glo- 
ryes & Hap- 

pinefles, 


Comforts which [pring from the cheifef Good; from the Perfection, End, 


Iffue ofall: Therefore are much Stronger then other Comforts, which 
are but the refrefiament of the Way to our End, 

And as Thefe heavenly Comforts are more firong : So they ate more 
frengthning, €$ nourishing to the new Creature in us,then any other Co- 
folations; Thefe, (as ye have heard ) carry the very Life of Chriffiancty 
in them ; and therefore muft mof of all revive €8 cherrish the laner 
Man ;Thefe at fir bred, therefore doe beft feede €8 nourish, the neW 
Creature;as was faid before in another cafe; ordinary phifick , re- 
moves the caufe ofa difeafe,and fo the ficknes;but no way repaires or 
ftrengrhens Natúre,but the Parafelfian Phifick, cures by reparing and 
ftrengthning Nature: And fo doe thefe Confolations, helpe the Soule a- 
gainft Troubles, by frengthning the mner Man: The beh Chriftian may 
obferve, that the zew Creature in them, is never fo much renewed , as 
by the meditation on thefe heavenly €§ frirituall Confiderations, . 

Wherefore I befeech you refolve it, andhold to ir, to ufe more 
thefe kinds of Cordials when yout Spirits droope in any Tronble: Why 
fhould ye rather choofe to drinke downe the extraéts of Earth, 
then of Heaven ? of the Creature, then of God €§ Chrif? Ob doe not 
fo; butlabor toknow, & underftand thefe kinds of Confolations, and 
to acquaint yout felves better with them, and to make them more 
familiar with your f{pitits; and to growe into more aflured perfwafid 


of your 
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ofyourinterftinthems; Which that ye may doe, ye muft both ob- 
taine the boly Gho/?, to reveale them to you ( for he onely knowes them, 
as a mans fþirite, doth the things of aman: 1,Cor.2. 10.1 1, and ye muftule 
that Faith, whichis the evidence of things not feene: Heb.t1, 1. which 
Faith helpes your Soule, as the profpective glaffe helpes the eye, to fee 
thefe heavenly things, which elfe are fo farr off, that the Soule cannot 
perceive them; and this. aé?of Faith , which makes thefe heavenly things 
evident to you,will draw in your Soule unto an appropriation, and appli- 
cationof them. 
It isa miftake to thinke, we may fee them by srøe Faith, and not | 
applye them to our felves; or that we firftapplye them, and after that 
feethem; No, No, the evidencing of them by true faith fperitually, will 
draw in the Soule to applye them; Every Man, & Creature on whome 
the Sunne fhines, takes in the bleiling ofhis influence, for his fhare, 
aspertainingtohim; The Apofiledilcribes that Faith which apples, — 
S juffifies, of which, he gives many inftances, throughout the 11.Chap, | 
tothe HebreWes; he dilctibes that very Faith,to be an evidence of thefe 
things ; Becaufe, where thereis fuch a feetng thefe things, the Heare is 
brought to embrace, and applye them; therefore he joynes, the evidenc- 
ing thefe things, & hope togeather; becaufe this evidencing them will 
bring forth hope: and Verfi1s, the feeing them , and the being perfwaded 
of them ,and embracing, or faluteing them as their owne; are conjoyned, | 
for they ever goe togeather : becaufe indeed ; the holy Ghoff never re- | 
veales them fpiritually,and as they are, to any, but to them,who have | 
bine chofen to them, and fhall havea propriety in them: Yea, it is 
che fame Grace, of true holy Faith, that makes them evident,and fhewes 
chemo us;and that apples them to fuftification.; though it bea di- 
verle act of the fame Grace of Faith : yet it is the fame Grace; For, 
what Faith can the Apoffle defcribe Heb.11. 1. burthat Faithofwhich | 
he fpeaks before Chap 10.33, by which the Juft live, and that which | 

he exemplifies throughout the 1 1,Chap, both which are /u(tifing Faith, 
Therefore it muh be; that the Faith which 7ufisfies , €9 Santtifies; doth 
{hew evidently fpirituall things co us , though by a feveral & diftin® 
a&fromthatby which it 7ufifies: Therefore, beingthe fame Grace; 
when ithachfhewed us fpirituall things , it willgoe on to draw us to 
applye them to our felves; Wherefore, get, & exercife that alt of Faith 

which makes ye fee evidently heavenly Things; and this will make ye 
Applye chem, and draw (omfort from them. ' 
Now in this Worke; it is the Gofpel; which fetts the Ohial orthe 
heavenly 
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heavenly Things before ns: Then the holy Ghof his Worke, in convincing, 
or perfwading ofthe reallity of thofe Things to our Underfiandings; Is as 
the Light which fhines on rhofe Objetts, and makes them wifible: And 
Faith ; by His (onvition or Perfwafion, is as the profpective glafle,which 
inables ourunderftandings,to perceive the reallity ofthem , which 
elle it could not: Wherefore with this Light of the holy Ghof?, and 
this profpedtive Glafe of Faith; with your Spirits & Underfianaings 5 
view in the Gofelagaine & againe, the Things of Heaven, & of Chrif- 
and thence fetch:Comfort in every Diffreffe. 

Now totheend, yemay be helptto doethus: I fhall in the fol- 
lowing Obfervations open to you divers Things about Heaven ,and our 
Glory there; which Chrift revealed to Hus Difeiples , in this Text: By 
doing of which : I fhall fete the Thingsbefore you: Which are able 
aboundantly to Comfort your Hearts; Butthey willbe as glorious fights 
in darkenes, ro them that cannot fee ; except ye obtaine the boly 
Ghoft, tofhine on them,astheSunne, on Colours: And gett that 4d 
of Faith, which is the Evidence of Things not/eene, to lift up, arinable 
your Sosles Eye, the Underftanding,to looke on them: Which Favour 
Idefire the Lord to afford you: And fo I proceed. 


‘He Difcription of HE AVE N, And the heavenly Condition of tue Reade the 
SB Bereevers atthelat:Curist Reveakthinthis TEXT:  Epifile. 
Thus. 


First, It is Difcribed by the Place it felfe ; Heaven,is an 
Houfe, fo calledin oppofition toa Tent or Tabernacle, to fhew its 
Stability, andthe Stability of their State who live init: Wherefore, 
it is {aid to have Foundations Heb.1 1.9. more then one,many,and yet 
one gives Stability « And, 1.Pet.1. 4. Itis laid to be Zscorraptible, Un- 
defiled,that fadeth not away: This Stability is for Ever, and withourall 
Change: Asappeares both by the Time in which it was Created; Jz 

_ the Beginning: Gen.¥,1. Thatis, inthe Firft ofall Time, and of all 
Creatures: Now all that God fir? made, He made /mmortall, as the 
eAngels, €3 Chaos € thefe Heavens: Asalfo, by the Manner of Gods 
making it, for he did not extractit out of otherthings, as he didall 
vifible things, inthis World; he made & drew them ourofthe Chaos: 
But he putthem forth Immediately from himfelfe, ashe did the Chaos, 
the Angels; & Mans Soule: Now all that God Immediately puts forth, & 
makes of Nothing is Zmmortal; Whereas , all other things returne 
unto their firtt Principles, - - ` 

SO K SECONDLY -ai 
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SECONDLY, It is Deferibedby Its Relation to Gods It i Gods 
Houfe fo called, Both becaufe He made it: Heb.1 1.16. Asallo, be- 
caufe, Hedwelsinst; Thatis init, he puts forth Ha cheifef Glory, (as 
a Prince doth in his Pallace, where he dwels, much more then ina 
Tent, orether part of his Kingdome) So that Zs Glory, mult be as 
much aboveany ofthis Worldly kingdoms; As Gods utmoft Power, 
c majefly, Wifedom, Riches, which he can put forth, are above mans. 
Turro ty. Itis Diftribed, by hs [pecial Appropriation, to the 
Firft Perfonin Trinity, the Father: Itis God the Fathers Houfe; Both be- 
caufe he made it; For Creation being the firt Worke done on the 
Creature , is pecially appropriated tothe Firft Perfox the Father; Allo, 
becaufe itis to be His : The Sonnes and holy Ghofts being in this World 
and refigned atthe laft day, that Ged he Father may be Al is All; (as 
He is Firftin the Motions aboutthe Creature ) 1.Cor.19.28. The Fa- 
thers People; That is, the Elt are to dwell there, and His Love in Elee- 
tion to be fhewed forththere: Therefore it is called The Fathers; Math. 
13,43, though yet the Sonne & holy Ghof are included init. 
FourTHLY, Itis Difcribed, by les fpesiall Relation to Chrif 
though it be God the Fathers Houfe, yet He +s Chrifts Father , and fo it 
is Chrif his Inheritance , and Beleevers Inheritance ; As 1.Pet.t+ 4. 
in that, They be One with Chrif , Sonnes , €$ Heires; Infomuch that 
thefe Difciples, had they loved him as they fhould , would be glad of 
his departure, fince he went but to his Father; John.14. 28. ù 
FırTtLY, Itis Diferibed, by Its Capeablenes of Them sand fo of 
Al Beleevers ( for He fþeakes to thefe Eleaven in the Names of Al, as ye 
heard before ) there are in it many cManfions : Ic were noe Com- 
fort, to heare of its Excellency, if it could not receive us, though God 
dwel there , yet the Greature alfo may; For He is now Emmanuel, 
God with Us: And many, nota few , (though Comparatively they 
be a Little Flocke Luke,v2, 32. )and many for fome , not forall , and 
thata fett number, forit is Prepared for Beleevers , Heb. 1.16. Theres 
fore for fo many as fhall beleve, and for no more: Now thefe their 
dwelling places are called cManfions, to expreffe theirabodein them, 
they be Sennes with Chrif, and fhallabide in that Hox/é for Evers 
Now the Trath of all this Defcription of Heaven, is ratified by an 
Argument taken from Himfèlfe (If it were not fo I would have told yon) 
He was their Freind, came from Heaven to Reveale sts Secrets, He is the 
faithfull €9 true Witnes,thete fore could not, but deale truely with thé: 
Further, Heaven is Difersbed in refertence to Beleevers ; By the 
l CMeanes . 
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<Meanes of their acceffe E3 enterance into it, which is Chri: Who 

Firft, Prepares a Place for them their ; The Father prepares wt: CMath. 
25.34. Both bya Free ehoofing them tost, and their perticular Portion 
or Place init, before the World began: Asalfo, by Creating it for them 
from the Foundation ofthe World: But Chrif prepares it; By Meriting, & 
Bringing about their Fruition of it: Both by Removing Impediments: And 
Purchafing the Fathers Favour, - 

Now, Chrif prepares a Place; By Going; ( Igoeto prepare a Place ) He 
same from Heaven to prepare a Place in Heaven; by His humiliation 
And then He went from Earth; To prepare a Place: Both by His dying 
To fatisfie Juftice for Sinne; and toratifie the Promifes:( Heb.9.15. tothe 
end ) And by Hss rifing from Death, inthat if He had bin held an- 
der Death , He had not bin quitt from oar imputed guilt, nor could 
wehave bin, norhadhe lived to bringusto Heanen ; 1.(or.1 5.14. 
17.Rom.4.25. 695.10. Heb.7. 25. Allo by his Afcertion, in thathe 
thereby opened heaven deere , which was before fhutHeb.g. 8, 12. € 

difpenced gifts to gather the Elect. Eph.4.8.11.12. Alfo by his Seffion at 
Gods right Hand; where he pleads his Merits, which is called bis make- 
sng Intercefion for us; Rom.8,34.and thence fends downe the holy 
boft to doe all in us, that is requifite to our meetenes for that place: 
Andadminifters the W orld for our good: And poffeffeth the Heaven 
in out Name, and as our Head & Roste : So that Chrift asa Meritorions 
canfe, an Exemplary caufe, and an Efficient cane, prepatesa Place in 
Heaven for Beleevers by his going: And this is further. 
- Secondly, Amplified by his Confumation of this his Preparation: As 
he prepares a Place forthem; So hewillbring them intothat Place: 
Which that he may doe, being now gone, he moft come againe: 
Chrift will come from Heaven, to fetch Beleevers unto Heaven; he will 
not {end for them, but come for them ; which makes thciraccefle to 
Heaven the more glorious,in that they fhall be ferche thither by Christ; 
Whichis done, both in regard of Him/elfe, that he may have the Glsry 
ofjudging the World, both Beleevers, and Unbeleevers; And in re- 
gard ofthem, becaufe they are bis body Œ foonfe; and he will come to 
them therefore to marry them , and joyne chem to Him/elfe; this is ano- 
ther difcription of Heaven, by the manner of their Extcrasce into it, 
a. by Chrif his glorious Comming ftom Heaven , to fetch them 
thither. . > 
Lasrtry, He further Amplifiesit, by a Difcription of the bea- 
venly Place, by Its Communion With Him ; They fhall be raken to por! i 
K 2 to be 
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to be eze with him, as theBody with the Head , theSpoufe with the | 
Husband, and they fhall be where hets; Thatis, inthe fame Place, 
State, & Condition; Heavenly happines, isa being one with Chrif, and in 
his place, & fate; Jobn.1 2,26. Thus thele W ords ate a Difcviption of 
Heaven ,andthe heavenly Condition of true Beleevers: And {hewus; 
That Chrift is the Way, Truth , €9 Life, as fohu.1 4. 6. [ The Way, | For 
by Alize they come. [ The Truth, | Forifevery thinge Were not fo , He 
would tell it ;[ The Life, ] Notonely asa Mersttorious. Canfe; Batas the 
Roote : Heavens Life, is in Him: (61 3.3.4. A being taken to Him, 
and with Him, i . ts yrs bare. 
SEVENTH OBSERVATION, CC : , 
That Beleevers Glory in Heaven, ts a Felowshipe in the Fathers Glory, 
Itisa dwelling in bis Houfe , and foa fharing in that Gry, which 
the Father there hath, arifing to Him/felfe; There is great Queftionas 
bout defires of Salvation ,and not Gods Glory; But the Truthis, Salva- 
tion is the Fraition of Gods Glory; a being iz , and fo pertaking of the 
Glory of Gods hosfè, as they ate pertakers of the Divine Nature, So of 
His Glory; Thatis Their Salvation; Andit beingthe End of allthings, 
itis the Fathers glory, whois the Beginning of all things, l 
EIGHT OBSERVATION, i 
That Gods Glory in Heaven which Beleevers pertake off ; Isa Geated 
Glory: Or a Glory which arifesh from (reatures to God, and had. 
a beginning. mb om pe 
For itis the Glory which Me hath, fince he made him an Houfe ,and 
dwelt in a Places And {oitis neerer tothe capacity of Creatures; 
Whereas the Glorythat is in and of Him/elfe, and Eternal; 1s Incom- 
prebenfible, © Incommunicable. , 
NINTH OBSERVATION. 
That Beleevers Glory in Heaven, Is ina (ommunio €$ Unio together. 
Many together, dwell in one Houtle;It isa being One,as Gods Chrift 
are One; fohn.t7.22, asthe Glory of this World, aud fo of Mans 
body isin the union & compa of. many parts together: Ic is alfo a 
being With Chrif, (asis expreftin the Texe,and hath bir 
fhewed before ) Andit is a being with God allo, 
os As John.17 21. One with Us, 
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4 i H-E Words are parte of Chrifts laft Words, Ipoken to the Eleven 


Å | Apoftles. Page.1, 
The Oscafion , or Ground, And fothe Coherence of the Words. - 2 
The Parres ,whichare Two. l ibid. 

‘First, The Duty charged by Chri? , on Has beleeving Defciples: That thesr 
hearts fhould not be troubled, And what Trouble 4 mene , what not , ‘2, 3. 


CTRINE. 
Thar oue Belecoers how weke foever in Fath, fhould not be eppreft , or perplext 
-in heart, by any thing whatever befalls them, Either inSinne, or AffliAions. 4, 
REASONS. 
Firft , Becaufe fuch Trowb/e arifeth froman Evil Reste and Caufe, Viz. Igno- 
rance, or Vnbeleife. . l rt P, 
Secondly, Becaufe fuch Trouble hath Evik Efes : Shewed in Size Perticulers 
I, Iris Troublefome to Gods Heart. bed 
2, Ic Froftrats Chriftsorke, Inagreat part. ' 
3, It Unfirts them for their €hriftian Service; Which is to eate the 


Holy Things, and keepe a Continuall Feaf. ibid, 
4. Icbringsa Confumption upon their Spiritual S tvength. kid, 
Şe Ir Cafts an Evill Report on God. Ea 
6. It Gives great Occafiom to Corruption , and the Diveg, 7. 
Uses. : 

Firft, F or Information , To them thatjugde the way of Beleeving a fad way, 
Shewing it is the onel; Way of Joy and Quiettness ibid, 
Secondly , For Exhortacien Lo Beleevers , Not to be perplext with Sinne or 
Sorrow. g, 


Tse Seconp Partofthe Test. 

isthe M £ a N e $, To fence Beleevers hearts againft Trouble: Whichare partly 
Implied, and partly Expreffed. 9. 
First MEANE s Implied,Is that Beleevers put themfelyes under the Coma 
mand, ibid, 

Se coNDMe An E sImplied,Isthat Beleevers gather up and prefent to their 
judgments Greunds of Comferts, ftronger then them of Trouble, 10; 
Turrp Mean es Exprefed, Isto beleeve in Chrift, as in God; both which 
‘explained, | i l 11,12 
Faith in Chrift gives the ftrongeft Grounds of Comfort ; For divers Reafons.1 T 
| Firft , Becaufe it gives more Boldnes towards God ; Upon Sixe Grounds. ibid, 
=I. Itprefents them nearer to God ; Being made one with Chrif Gods na- 


turall Sonre. ibid, 
2; Ic prefents Ged nearer to them : For it fhewes them God in their 
á owne Nature. ibid, 


3. By itthere is hold layed on Gods Iuftsce, AS well as on his Mercy.. 14> 

4, By icthere is an accefle with boldnes to Gods Holines ; explained.. 15. 

Şe By it there israifed unlimited expectation from God. o 
. K 3 


p 
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THE TABLE. . 
6. Byitthereisfett upa Mediator, berweene God @& Fs, 

Second Reafon, Becaufe Faith in Chrift , unites the Soule immediately to C 
the Spring & Fountaine of AZ Comfort ; Thisexplained, 17 

Chrift the immediate Fountaine of AK Ioy; In Two Refpects. "7 
1. Becaufeall Promifes are in him onely. ; 


I, In their Roote, 
. E j 
In Him l 2. Eternal 


3. Having their Efficafye. 
4.. Exhibited to Us. ‘ sbid, 
2. Becaufe Chrift isthe Receptacle , of that Ioy ; Whichis Communicable 
from God , to the Creature. 20, 
Third Reafon, Becaufe Faith in Chrift brings the holy Ghoft into the Heart, 27, 
Direttions how to nfe €$ improne Faith to helpe againf? Trouble, 
Firft fett before you the Obje&s of Faith, Christ & the Promé(es. 22. 
Secondly ufe Reafon & Drfcourfe thereon ; By way of Silogifme, 23,24. 
Tyo Caufions, about this. 
Firf let it not be a Tranfient Act ; Bur dwell onit. 25. 
Secondly truft not in your Selves; Butknowe. thid, 
I. That ye muft havea fresh influence from the Spirit & his Afijtance,ibide 


2. And that onely, asheis Chrifts Spirit. 26. 4 

3. Andthat he doth it, as ye are members of Chrift. ibid. 

4, Therefore looke up tothe holy Ghoft. 27. 
Third Direction: GettFas:h tobe Evident. ibid, 

For Which. 

I. Labourtoknow the AR of Faith, wher itis. ibid. 

2. Labour to fee if you hive pue it for:h : By Ies Selfe, By Irs Fraites.sbid. 

3. Labour for the'helpe of th? Spirie, who onely can reveale it. 28. 


4, Labour unto al Obedience , and rhatout of Love to Chrijt: This carries 
much Evidence & Comfort: For the clearing of which The 2. Pet. I. 
Ş. to 12. expounded. 29. 
FourTtH MEA NES, Is Conteined , In the 2.3.4, Verfes. An unfolding ` 
the true Grounds of Chrifts departure;In aParaphrafeupon the Words.30.31, | 
-Which is a Meanss to helpe in all Troubles ; For inall Troubles , either by 
Sinne, or Afflition, are Grounds of Comfort if found out , prooved by the 
I-Cor. 0.13. expounded ; And divers Inftances. 32033.34.3f0 
‘The Reafon, whence all Sinnes, and Afflictions, tends to Beleevers good ; Is 
from their Rice & Roote: Which is foure: fold. 36. 
Firs r, All Sinnes, & AfflsQions , comes from God; Yet, he not defiled or 
dishonoured thereby : Where is an Error, of Gods not being ( in fome | 
fence )th2 Author of Sinne confuted. ilid, 
That cafe of Jofephs Brethren felling him; And 2.Sam.24. 1. explained. 37, | 
- “Arguments to prove that Sinne, as well as Affitliony comes from God. 
Firft , Gods Wī! is the Wombe, that conceived & whence fprings every worke j 
of the Creature. 38, 
Secondly, The greateft Good comes by Sinne ; Either in Gods Glory , or the | 
Creatures Happines ; Declared by Gods Attributes. m ibid, 


THE TABLE. 
tis as Incongraous to make God have a Hand in Affis@ton as in Sinne? 
3 eria in pure Nature ; AffizAions are againft Gods Hears ; Yer 
granted He is the Autbor of them ; Then why not of Sinne : See what Sinnes 
are in refpect of God, hurte him not, but He is better ( as by a foyle ) 


off, 39: GO 
ni eclipfe Gods manefeftative Glory, that fhould arife from the Creature; 
yer not Hrs Effentsall BlefJednes. 41, 
In what Refpetls God wills not, nor ís the Anthor of Sinne. 
As it comes from an Evill Roote. i ibid. 
Nor Asit is effected by Evill Meanes. 42. 43. 
As it hath Evill Ends, In thefe Refpects Saran, and our owne H earts ibid, 
In what Refpþets God Wills and isthe Author of Sinne. f 
From Good Principles, 44s. 
As 3 By Good Meanes. l ibid, 
Having Good Ends. ilide 
And thus it is moft Congruous for God to be Its Author. ibida 
God is more in Beleevers Sinnes ES Sorrowes , then themfelves; {hewed by 
Foure Arguments, yr 4Sa. 
SscoNndD Rice, All their Sinnes & AMA tons come from God on them, 
by a Decree Powerful, , jbid. 
Turrp Rice, They all come from God on them , by an Everlafting De- 
cree of Eternall Love. 


¢ 
Fourtru Rice, They alleome from Ged onthem, through a Covenane 
of Grace, made with them. ; 


47. 
By Affli@zons & Sinnes, God nurtures & fits his People for Service, and for 
Heaven ; As. 40. 

1. They tryetheir Faith in Gods Mercy, Inflize ; In Chrifts Blood ; Gods 
Vuchangeablenes , E8 the Promifes. ibid.. 

2. They tend toa harveft of future Ioye , which Gods People have heere , and 
more heereafter. ` 49. 

3. Godis thereby made more manefeft to them in All his Attribuees: Which 
doth greatly nurture them. JO. 
Temptations by Sinnes, or Affltdions, are matter of great Joye ; fhewed by 
explaining Iames.1.2.to 12. ŞI. 
The Clofe of the Words, asan Exhortation €8 Meanes again Trouble f2. 


The Words confidered abfolutely ; And fo many Rich Truths deduced, and 
Heavenly Obfervations raifed. 53. 


First OBSERVATION. 

Thae Chrift hath extraordinary tender Bowels towards all Beleevers in 
Trouble. l ibid, 
Demonfirated iz Foure Perticulars. 

_ 1, He could not beare ,their Trouble, but is greatly troubled about it. bid. 


2. And this was, when he was entering on his owne greate Trouble, which- 
bfeth to drinke up all in men, ibid. 


3. And thatthough he found much Sinne in them, 
4. And that he knew it should nor be long, i ia; ibid. 


REASON!» catered Vet eye A 

ít is from'His adar: wj] . A ey sees he ol 

HLS Heist A r ) 
Firft, For inftrnSlion, I. That Godi ts maf Lender to Beleevers i in H 


oe 
») 


__ 2. That Beleevers should be Compaffionate, ef pecially Church Officers. #bid 
Secondly, For Exhortation, To gettatfured of Chréfts tendernes, cahyana scp | 


,1n Ad iheir Troubles. 
SECOND OBSERVATION. * 
Tog as we muft beleeve in Chrift:So we muft cOtinue our r Faith: in the Fatber$7, 
EASON. 
Becaufe, Though Ged put the Promifes i into Chrif 5 at gave him them ; yer } 
a relerved them alfo in his owne hands. aa 
Queftion, What the difference is,twixt Beleeving i tn the Father, &the $ omit. 
Wipers In Foure Things. > 
S 


For Information, To shunn an Error, of pitching our Faith onely on es 


. 


* not with him on the Father, 
THIRD OBSERVATION. ' 
That Beleevers ave prone tofinne in thoje Affeions which be lawful , s inia Hod 
* fence neceffary. 


* tocare not toexceed. . 
“FourntH OBSERVATION, 

That Beleevers hearts.ave prone to be to R E3 finn fully trou bled A with se 
Approach of Afliions. 
REASONS.: A 


Ts Ea , i 
For Information, Not onelyto care to fa our r Afim on lafal mers 5 Bi ia 
j 


Firft, Becaufe Troubles doe éroffe the workings, Dm, our + fia? inn full fi Love, Hid 
Secondly, Bec. Troubles, doe eftrange vs from this World. 


Thirdly, Bec. Troubles, are contrary toa good principle within us. Y “ibid ) 
Foatuhly, Bec. Selfe flattery, promife the Contrary. 

Use. N, 
For Exhortation, 1. To take paines, about fitting our {elves for Troubles. ibi. 

-2. InTro ubles, to looke out far helpe to beare. f ~ bibid 


“Fire OBSERVATION. ' 
That Baleepet should renew g inereafe Faih, nhen Troubles doth “a ales 645° 


For We ahortation, To Renew, Increale, and Exercife Fasth. . : 
Sixt OBSERVÅTION. 


` 'R EASONS. = 
D Gs: Now is rhe Seafony 2. Bec. the Life of Hingis in Ai, ig! 68. 
S Ee 
To Blame far not wing, And Exhort to ufe more thefe Cordials. 69. 79.71. 72e 
The  Defeription of Heaven®$c, with Three Obfervations, - (739407598 , 
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@ Aflembly of D Dasg My, 


ret - By way of role of this: is 
is Abominable and Blaf; phemous 
CG OPINIO N, 


: gT hat God is, and hath an Bandy in, and i 


15 the Author of the -ane es of bis xe 
People, S9 ao BSG 


Mentioned in 4 Book Tacftufed, h BS 


@ Comfort for Believers about thei j 
Sins and Eroubie 
ba 


ogether with the Orders of sr Houfes of Parlia- oy 
a ment for the Burning of the faid Book by tis hand of 
the common Hangmzn. 


a” Sts ae aes 
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LONDON: ant, V% 
Printed 1 lohn Field for Ralph Smith , av the ee 
Signe ot the.Biblein Co; rnhill, neer the wal ee 


Exchanges. Fay 25.1645. ps 
H ti A RAU p: PTAA POR! PEES Wht AS 


op is FI A ea 


+ _ private perfons as Book. fellers, fhall, bring chem uato the She- 


es 


f xe s a ihe i’ - Ji 4 i N af f 
ym E T Se) ee E e 


Die Sabbathi, 12° 


ye Ay 
e fyli 16 f f | 
f i j2- -, ae 
ope wie being this day made to the Lords in Parliament 
bythe Affembly of Divines, That a certain blafphemous 
and Hereticall Book, Intituled, Comfort for Believers, about 
their Sins and Troubles is printed and publithed, being written 1 
by Foha Archer, Mr. of Arts, fometime Preacher at All- 
Hallowes Lumbardftreet London, deceafed , which unleffe fup- 
prefleds. will prove very mifchievous an d Deregatory to this’ 
Church and State; Their Lordthips much abhorring the faidi 
Blafphemics, do award and adjudge: ye | 
1. That the fuid Book fhall be burnt by che hind of the P 
_ Common: Hangman, in the new Pallace Wefminffer, in the 
midit ot Cheapjide, and in the middle of Smirhfield., in the 
County of w/ddlefex, withall convenient [peed. ` ~ i 
2. That the Printer fhall be found out, who is to declare 
to this houfe by whatAuthority, and by whofe dire&ion he 
printed and publifhed the faid Book >- l fi 
3. Thatall the faid Books fhall be calledin, and nomore. 
tò be fold, upon the Dilpleafure of this Houfe; And thatall 
-fuch who have any of thefaid Books in their hands,as well 


riffs of London or one of them, as, they will anfwer the con- 
trary at their perils unto this Houle.. i 

4. Thatthe Affembly of Divines are-defired to draw upa 
Deteftation of the faid Book, which is publiquely to be read 
-by an Officer at the burning thereof, And that,fome of the 
{aid Affembly be prefentvat the fame ties Y- 90 


~ Fo: Brown Cleric. 
-` Parliamentorum. 


- -ira i ila 
Die Luna, 14. fuli, 1645. 
»Rdered by the Commons affembled in 
Parliament, That a Book Intituled, Com- 
fort for Believers about their Sins and Troubles , 
{hall be forthwith publiquely burnt by the 
hand of the common Hafig-man, Some of. 
them in the Pallace-yard, and other fomein 
Cheapfide, Smithfield, Pauls Church-yard, 
and the Exchange: And that the Mafter and 
Wardens of the Company of Stationers, and 
every other perfon in whofe hands any of 
them do now remain, do deliver the fame to 
the Sheriffs of London and Middlefex , who are 
hereby required to feethis Order put in due 


execution. é 
: H: Elfynge,Cler.P arl.D.Com. 


Ordered, tc. That the Affembly of Di- 
vines do appoint fome of their Members to 
be prefent at the burning of thele Books, and 
to declare to the people, the Abominableneffe 
of it, and if there becaufe, to vindicate the 


Author. - ; 
H: Elfnge, Cler. Parl. D:Com. — 
ies en A A A fhort 
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_A fhort Declaration of the Affembly 


-DIVINES. = 


Ast eed up on N emine con tradicente. 


j BS RASS NS S it hath pleafed che Honourable Houles 


42 ae of Parliament, oucof their pidus cafe 
Se A GAS for preferving Religion pure, from the 
- ESEN ge EX Jeaven of pernicious and. Blafphemous 
ay ae sexe Dodtrine, to Order the burning of this 


+ 


~~ ‘moft fcandalous Book; fo have they fur- 

ther appointed us to declare the abominableneffe 
thereof untothepeople.: And wedonbr not-but every 
good Chriftian, as foon as he fhall hear the {cope 

and contents.of it, will, together with.us, deteft the 

horrid Blafphemte therein afferted; and acknowledge 

the godly zeal, wifdom, and juftice of Authority, in 
Conimandirig it, as an execrable thing tobe taken a- 

way, that it may nort remain amoneft US, tO provoke. 
Gods wrath, and to'produce fuch perilous and per- 

nicious fruits, whereby thefouls of many may be cor- 

rupted totheir everlafting deftrustion.. ; 

. For whereas, that moft vilejagd,Blafphemous Af, . 
fertion, whereby God is avowed to be the Author of 
fin, hath hitherto by the generall confent of Chri- 
ftian ‘Teachers and writers , both Ancient, and Mo- 
dern, and thefe as well Papifts as Proteftanrs, been not 
difclaimed only, but even, devefted and abhorred: yet 


in 


tet 


a 


ee a AT 


' 
in this book it is, not clofely intimated, or occafienal-- 
ly hinted, or ir confideratly and through inadvertency 
ftumbled upon, but Openly, in exprefle Termes, and 
in a very foul manner propounded, Maintained, and 
purpofely at large profecuted, to wit, . 

_ a. That Godis; and hath an hand in, and is the 5 & Pag.37- 
Author of the finfulneffes of bis people. WwW, 

~~ b, That he is the Author not of thofe ations alone, . b. Pag. 36. 
in and with which fin is, but of the ery Pravity, 
Ataxy, Anomy, Irregularity and finfulnefle it 
Self which is in them. - ; aa K E 

_ €» That God hath more hand in mens Jinfulneffe, , ¢. Pag.37. 
then they themfelves, on 

d. That the Creatures fin doth produce the grets, lead + 
eft good, either in Gods glory,or in the creatures 
happinefle; as the: next caufe thereof, and that 
all that good is onely brought about by fin. Se 
e. That it is as Incongruous and Inconve- 5 «Pa 
3 


2 
2 


2 
Pa 


39. 


ua 


nient temake God the Author of the AffliGtions 
of the creature, a8 of the fins. ; 

f. That by fins Believers are as much nurtured 5 f Pagas. 
and fitted for Heaven as by any thing elfe. 


2 


~ & Lhat God fits Believers for fervice in'this , g. Vig.48. 
| world, by leading them into fins. . a 
h. That n courfe is fo full, to remove oy prevent y > Vag-s2 
Sinful or pernicious troubles Jor fin, as this looking on., 
Godthe. Author of it, and the good which he , 
Fe bring 


l i 


=. E T 
° brings about bytt ; which, becaufe it is rarely done by 
: Believers, and indeed hardly known, he there- 
c fore profeffeth to have inlarged himfelf upon it: | 
%  Enchefeand many other like cearms hath he fer forth 
| this blafphemous Doctrine. » 
| And further, hee condemneth our Orthodox 
| Js Writers, for thar they, have only granted, uA 
| Ease © i, That God willing fin fhould be and that be per- 
© mits it, and orders circumftances about its produ€tton, 
€ and over-rules it, and, hath, an hand-in, and is the. 
| = C Author of the phyficall or moral aét,an and with which 
© fin is faying that they bave berein erred on the otber 
= < hand, and made fin more of the Creature, and it felf, 
, © and leffe from God then itu. a 
| Befides , the main fcope of the Book is to per- 
| : {wade men, | 
| k. Pagea © ‘k. Not to be oppreffed or perplexed tn heart, for any 
© thing whatfoever befalls them either in fin or afflition: 
Asif our Saviour when he faith, Let not your hearts be 
troubled (for that isthe ground upon which he builds) 
had intended to dehort his Difciples from. being trou- 
% l bled for their fins. 
f Very great is both the danger and fcandall which. 
_ would from fo deteftable a Pofition as this arifc, if it 
<; . fhould be fuffered without controule to be publifhed 
and difperfed abroad, efpecially in fuch atime asthis,. 
when on the one hand multicudes make ufe of the fpe- 
cious name of Liberty fora cloak of naughtineffe, and 
of admitting, and profefsing many perverfeand'cor-| | 
rupt opiniens, exceeding injurious to the Gofpel of 
_» Chik, 


E 


ia 


er | WAY 

Chrift, and to the power of godlineffe : and on the o- 
ther hand, many watch for our halting, and glory in 
nothing more againft us, then in thafe advantages 
which the weakneffe and inftabilicy of fuch as are car- 
ried about with every winde of Doétrine, and are not 
fetled and rooted in the. truth,'doth moft unhappily 
‘minifter unto them to the unfpeakable prejudice of the 
Church of Chrift, and obftructing of that bleffed 
Reformation, which is by all good men fo earneftly 
defired. | 
Exceeding dangerous itis unto the fouls of men, 
both as ameans to inftill into them blafphemous and 
impure conceits of the Majefty of our moft holy God, 
as alfo by working them toa flighting, and difregar- 
‘ding of fin and confequently letting loofe the rains 
to all corrupt and licentious living (for by how much 
the leffe the trouble is after fin committed, by fo much 
the greater ufually is the boldneffe in the Commis- 
ting of it) Mae | 3 h 

And the feandal! hence arifing is every whit as great, 
both in regard of the offence, which is thereby given: 
unto the Reformed Churches, who in their publick 
Confefsions, make Saran, and man himfelf.the only 
caufesor Authors of fin , and fome of them do in 
“thofe their Confefsions’ by name damne this wicked 
Pofition: Andalfo in regard of the gréat advantage 
which it giveth to our Common adverfaries the Pa- 
pifts, who have’ hitherto only, calumnioufly charged - 
the Doétrine of the Reformed Churches with. fo odi- 
ous a crime- (in the mean time confefsing that we do 
-in words deny itas well cs they themfelves) whereas - 
now fhould this bosk betoleiated, théy might juftly 
infult over us, and publifh to the world chat now in 


the 


“us be fo or no ; and having tried all chings,to hold faft 


as doin the very words of them afperfe the honour 


upon this-Book. 


Fuly 17. 1645. Adoniram Byfield, Scriba. 
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maintained, Thit-God is the Autho iy 

. . a ° "qi Ag í 
which thereis not any one point, whereby 


“bour in their Sermons and popular Orations, to ceat — 


agreater Odium (though moft injuriqufly) upon the 
Reformed Ghurches. — 2 BA 
And albeit the perfon mentioned to.be the Author of 
this Book hath been of good eftimation, for Lear- 
ning and piety:yet fince it hath fo deeply woundedthe 
honour and truth of God, We ought not at all to be by 
any fuch juft confideratié withheld, from declaring our 
juft deteftation of fo odious a Book: for if any man,yea 
if an Angel from Heaven Preach any thing contrary 
tothe Gofpel of Chrift, the Apoftle is not afraid to 
pronounce him accurfed: And indeed it is a very dan- - 
gerous thing (and fo much the more dangerous, by 
how much the more ordinary and ufuall) to take up 
new and corrupt opinions upon truft, only on. this in- 
ducement, a perfwafion which we have of the fan@ity 
of thofe-perfons, who arethe Authors of them „for 
we oughtrco try the {pirits whether they be of God, 
and to fearch the Scriptures, whether the things taught 
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that whichis good, and upon no pretence whatfoever 
to depart from the form of found words inthe Scrip- ~_ 
cures delivered unto us, or for the reverence or eftima- 
tion of any mans perfon to entertain any fuch opinions 


and holineffe of God, and are by all the Churehes of 
Chrift rejected. And therefore. moft juftly hath Au- 
thority appointed execution inthis manner to be done 


Henry Robraugh, Scriba. 


